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his bleſing accompany this bock wherever 
it goes, may his ſpirit enlighten the under- 
funding of all its readers, and nay many 
immortal jouls diſcover in its contents, 
the things which beleng to thiir peace for 
Chriſt's fare. 
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SERMON L 
Lenz xili. 6, 7, 8, 9. 


tHe pale alſo this parable: A cerſain man 
had a fg-irce planted in his vincyerd ; 
and he came and ſought fruit thereon, and 
found none: Then ſaid he unto the d. 
fer of his vinezard. Behold theſe three 
rear: I come ſeeking fruit en ibis fe- 
tree, and jind none: cut it down, <why 
crembereth it the ground? And be an- 
ering, ſaid unto him, Lord, let it alone 
this year alſo, till I ſhall dig about it, and 
dung it ; and if it bear fruit, well ; and if 
not, then after that theu ſhalt cut it detun. 
* E have juſt ſeen the concluſiou of 
| the paſt year, and are entering 
upon a new year, and a new ſcene, the 
diviſion of our time into days, weeks, 
months, years, and periods, is admirably 
calculated perpetually to remind us, thut 
ſo much of our time is gone, fo many of 
our days are ended, ſo mary of our pri- 
vileges are loſt, and that our advances 
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have proportionably increaſed towards a - 
ſtate of inexpreſſible felicity, or. irretric» 
vable ruin; this is the lefon we ſhould 
learn from every ſtriking clock, from 
every paſſing bell, from every returning 
ſabbath, from every expiring moon, and 
from every revolving year. Then we 
ſhould learn ſo to number our days as to 
epply our hearts unto wiſdom ; and a ſen- 
hbility of our loſs in the paſt, would ſti- 
mulate us to redeem the future. It is 
with a view to this end that I have ſelected 
the paſſage before us, as a ſubje& proper 
for the ſeaſon, and ſuitable to the audience, 
which may the God of grate render a 
bleſſing to us all for Chriſt's ſake. 


The general ſcope, and particular de- 
ſign of this parable is to repreſent 


r. The diſobedience, ungodlineſs, and 
unfruitfulneſs of the Jews as a nation, not- 
withſtanding the 2 they poſſeſ- 
ſed, and the privileges they enjoyed a- 
bove all other nations, by being planted 
in God's vineyard. 


2. God's great care and long ſuffering 
patience, in caſting their lot in ſo fair a 


land, and waiting three years for their re- 
for mation, | 


3. The 


>, 

3. The impartiality of his juſtice, and 
the purity of his law, expreſſed in theſe 
words, Cut it down, why cumbereth it 
the ground? Intimating, although the 
Jews were of his planting, and a peculiar 
people, bis juſtice would make no allo « - 
ance in caſe of diſobedience, nor his law 
ſuffer any violation without ſatisfaction. 


4. The reaſon why incorrigible fin 
ners are ſpared ſo long unpuniſhed, viz. 
The interceſſion of miniſters, and particu - 
larly the Lord Feſus Criſt, Minilter:, 
whoſe hearts are inflamed with the love 
of Chriſt, and whole ſvpreme deſire is 
the ſalvation of the world, pour ov: 
their pathetic prayers on this ſuppoſition, 
that through their aſüduity, and the con- 
curring aſſiſtance of uamerited grace, they 
may be reciained, 


This text, when applied to ſinners 15 
our day, I preſum2 would ſpeak the 7o:- 


lowing language; The author of all car 


les, and the ſole diſpoſer of all everts, 
has placed us Chriftians, in the mec bebe 
ficial and adrantageous ſitua tion, ir. a chi! 
tian country, in a chriſtian church, fe 
we are privileged with every ordinary 
means of Knowing. loving, ant work: 
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the only true God, conlequently he has ex 
pected a chriſtian converſion, and a ſcrip- 
tural converſation, works meet for repen- 
tance, and fruit unto holineſs. Theſe 
fruits he has been looking for, and expec- 
ting from us as a nation, ever ſince the 
colpe! was publiſhed to us, and eſtabliſhed 
among us, and as individuals, ever fince we 
were pofſeſſed of rationality, or conſidered 
as accountable creatures, but hitherto he 
has found none, although ſeveral years, 
ages, and centuries have expired; we are 
in general as vicious in our practices, as 
hearheniſh in our purſuits, as vain in our 
imaginations, as carnal in our affections, 
and as unfruitful in our lives as ever. 
Therefore the axe of God's juſtice is 
laid to the root, we are condemned as 
cumberers of the ground, and upon the 
Point of final exciſion; which would cer- 
tainly, and ſpeedily terminate in cur expe- 
rience, if the Lord Jefus, the mediator be- 
tween God and man, did not inceſſantly and 
prevailingly pour out his ſupplications for 
us, ſaying remember the croſs whichT bore, 


the blood which I ſhed, the wounds which 


1 received, and the ſufferings which I en- 
dured; and ſuffer nor the act of indemnity 
to expire, till | try every expedient, and 
uſe every means: I will ſpare no pains in 

digging 
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digging the ground, I will grudge no coſt 
in manuring the foil, and the deſirable end 
being obtained, I ſhall be ſufficiently re- 
warded for all my trouble. But it my 
favours are ſlighted, and my efforts prove 
ine ffectual, if they ſtill perſiſt in abuſing 
my mercy, turning my grace into wanton- 
nels, and doing deſpite to the ſpirit ; let 
ftre from heaven fall upon them, let the 
thunder of thy diſpleaſure terrify them, 
let the curſes of thy law ſatiate their rage 
in their examplary deſtruction, may the 
axe of thy judgment cut them dowa, as 
unfruitful branches, as barren fig-trees., 
and let them be caſt into hell fire, Bur 
from theſe words I ſhall 


I. Attempt to ſhew why notorious of- 


. fenders in particular, and a wicked world 


in general, are ſo long unpunilhed. 


H. The means he uſes to effect the fa! 
vation of his church. 


II. Conclude with a general exhorta- 
Non. 

I. What reaſons can we afizn, why © 
guilty world is preſerved { long o 
puniſhed, 
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7. Tau cannot imagine that the Go- 
+ernor of the univerſe, mercifully pre- 
i:ryes us from the beginning, to the con- 
clus '0n of one year after another, with 

eelthſul bodies, and reaſonable ſouls, 
= rely forthe porpoſe of eating and drink- 
27, tporting, and playing. That we 
ſhould conſume cur days, ruin our conſti- 
tation, and exhauſt our ſubſtance in the 
gratiſic ation of our ſenſes; the irrational 
brute, or the vile reptile, lives for a pur- 
pote equally noble; much lets can you 


uppoſe that food and raiment are pro- 


vided us, that neceſlary accomodations, 
and ufeful conveniences are prepared for 
us, that ſo many advantages for the com- 
fort of life, and ſo many helps for the 
acquirement of godlineſs are afforded us; 
that we ſhould treaſure up to ourſelves 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, and reve- 
Jation of the righteous judgment of God, 
by adding drunkeneſs to thirſt, and glut- 
tony to tempcrarce, by rioting with the 
riotous, drinking with the drunken, cham- 
bering with the "adnltereſs, and aſſociating 
with the wanton debauchee ? You canner 
xlicvs that the Father of the Spirits of all 
fleth has ſo frequently ſaved ** our eyes 
com tears of diſtreſs, our feet from fal- 
linz into the greateck dangers,““ our lives 
On 
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from deſtruction, and our bodies from the 
grave, that we ſhould abuſc all theſe mer- 
cies and diſhonour him in the manner we 
do? You can ne ver think, that his watch- 
ſul eyes have been upon us, and kis con- 
ſtant care exerciſed over us, through all 
the viciſſitudes, and changes of the paſt 
year, that we ſhould Cercte theſe holy days, 
to ſuch an unholy vic as we generally do? 
Is not our wicle time eogrofled with 
luxuricus entertainmcrt?, laſcivious reve). 
lings, and amichriſtian rejoicings? In what 
company do we hear a Savicur's birth 
the ſubje& of diſcourſe, in hat houſe is 
the angelic ſong ©* Glory to the O God in 
the higheſt” the theme of rejoicing ? 
Would not the introduction of any thing 
of this nature be judged exceſſive im- 
pertinence and pharaſaical oftentation ? 
good God |. what a paſs are things arrived 


4: now, when the religion, which is dehgned 


to eſlabliſh peace upon earth, and good- 
will among men, is judged inimical to ſocie- 
ty, and the name Jeſus, cannot be mention- 


ed in any polite converſation, without the 


ſuſpicion of enthuſiaſm, or the charge of fa- 
naticiſm, 
duct is not the cauſe of men's preſerva- 
tion, neither is it 

2. Becauſe 


Be aſſured, this iniquitous con- 
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bringeth forth good fruit: permit me te 
ſay, a man born from above, and created a 
new creature in Chriſt Jeſus, living under 
the influenc= of the Holy Ghoſt, will a- 
dora the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things,and that all believers are created un- 
ro good works, appears from that declara- 
tion of the apoſtle, We are dead to the 
law by the body of Chriſt, that we ſhould 
be married to ancther, even to him that 
was railed from the dead, that we ſhould 
bring forth fruit unto God.“ Being freed 
from the legal diſpenſation by the meri- 
torious life, and vicarious death of the 
Son of God, we ſhould apply to the Lord 
Jeſus for the righteouſneſs wrought out 
by the tormer, and the grace procured by 
the latter, that our perſons may be ac- 
cepted, and our ſervices meet with his 
approbation. Our Lord declares it is the 
very purpoſe for which we are called, 
and the end to which we are deſtined, 
«© I have choſen and ordained you, that you 
ſhould go and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit ſhould remain.” + This fruit 
is expreſsly and particularly afcribed to 
the influence and operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, in the writings ot St Paul, The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long- ſuſfering, gentleneſs, goodueſs, faith, 

meekneſs, 

© Rom. vii. 4. f John xv. 46. 
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meekneſa, temperance.” I apprehend 
the ſubſtance of goſpel precepts, and the 
whole of a chriſtiar*s duty, both as itceſ- 
pets external, and interual religion, is 
compriſed in theſe evangelical phraſes, 
love to God as Creator, Redeemer and 
Sanctiſier, founded upon his cauſeleſs love 
to us; joy in the Holy Gholt, ariſing from 
a ſenſe of the divine approbation, peace 
with conſcience, an offerded God, and a 
broken law. Long - ſuffering with ene- 
mies, gentleneſs with famiſiars, goodneſs 
to all men. To have a full perſuaſion of 
the truth of God's word, and a firm reli- 
ance upon the veracity of his promiſes, ro 
be meek and reſigned to his will in every 
circumſtance, and temperate in the law- 
full uſe of all the bleſſings of life, is pure 
and undefiled religion; and was it not to 
work this ſalvation for his people, do you 
think The negleders of their ſalvation 
would ſo long eſcape ? f Would the no- 
toriouſiy wicked live out half their days ? 
Would the hoary headed offender weather 
out his three-ſcore years and ten ?f Would 
the procraſtinating finner have the plea- 
fure of ſecing, as the heathen expreſſes it 
* Horace quidem cedent, et dies, et menſes, 


et anni.” Hours, days, months and years, 


| ſlip 
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Aip away, till he numbers a hundred re- 
volving harveſts, before he dies accurſed ? 
Bur 

Il. What means does the JreTJer of the 
Lord's vineyard make uſe of, to ſave his 


people, and prepare the church militant, 
for che church triumpaant ? 


1. He is repreſented as praying for its 
continuance and preſervation, Kurie aphes 
auten kai touts to elos. Lord, ſpare it even 
this year, without which requeſt is ob- 
tained, al other mcans are vnneceſlary, 
and ſuperſluous. We may obſerve from 
the beginning, God has been teaching us 
the neceſſity of approaching him by a me- 
diator, as thongh an immediate addreſs of 
the ſinner, would enhance his crimes, and 
the unhallowed lips of the delinquent, 
would pollute his ſapplications. Thus 
Moſes the ſervant of the Lord, and advo- 
cate of the children of Iſrael, muſt ſuppli- 
cate alone for his 1dolatrous brethren, 
while they mutt keep at an awfal diſtance, 
leſt almighty vengeance break forth, and 
utterly conſume them.“ Again, the eaſtern 
monarch, God's ſervant, Job, is com- 
manded to offer ſacrifice, and preſent his 
Petitions in behalf of his miſsaken, and er- 


ronious 


® Heb. xii. 20, 
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ronions friends, otherwiſe an incenſed ge- 
oval will puniſh them according to the r 
folly,* and none but the Jewith prie!t con- 
ſcerated, and ſet apart for the lervice i; 
permitted to enter the holy of holies, 
with the blood of atonement. If any of the 
laity ſhould aflume the {acerdotal ofbce, 
the avenging earth opens her wouth and 
ſwallows them up alive!} as the grear- 
ell proof of God's difpleature. No theſe 
things are written for our learning, to 
teach us that God's purer eyes cannot be- 
hold our iniquitous worſhip with pleaſure, 
nor we ever obtain grace in his fizht but 
turough the means of a mediator, tlus 
doctrine is more explicitly taught, and 
more plainly inculcated under the new 
Teſtament diſpenſation. Is Lazarus raiſed 
from the graze? en this account Jeſus 
lifts his eyes to heaven ard ſays, Father 
I thank thee that thou haſt heard 
me.“! Does not Peter's faith finally fail? 
It is becauſe Jeſus prays that his faith 
fail not. 5 Are his children kept from the 
evil of the world ? It is becauſe Jeſas peti- 
tions for that peculiar bleſſing. Can we 
draw near the throne of grace with 
boldneſs, and in full aſſurance of faith? 
It is becauſe we have a great high prieſt 


: 3 that 
» Job xlii. 8. + Numb. xvi. 3r, 32. +4 Joby xi. 45- 
$ Luke xxii. 32. | Joby x 12. 


that is paſſed into the heavens, Jeſus the 


Sou of God.“ Were three thouſand fouls 


converted under vt Peter's remarkable ſer- 
mon? It was certainly in anſwer to that 
praycr, ** Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.“ And it is e- 
qually certain, that every temporal Licſhog 
we enjoy, whether the advantages of 
fortune, or the neceſſaries of life, the 
preſervation of health, or the protraction 
of our lives, is in anſwer to his prayer 
who ſpeaks as never man ſpoke, viz. by 
his blood, as Dr Watts ſays 


Blcod has a voice to pierce the ſkies, 
Revenge, the blood of Abel cries. (ſlain 
But that dear ſtream, when Chriſt was 
Speaks peace as loud from every vein. 


2dly, He diggs about it, uses may be 
uſed for the purpoſe of effefting what the 
men of Judah and Jeruſalem were com- 
manded to do, namely, ** To break up the 
allow ground.”+ To repent of their 
wickedneſs, and the hardneſs of their 
hearts, this is the firſt doctrine that ſhould 
be preached to a guiity world. The 
baptiſt 1equelied repentance with its 
fruits;} our Lord enforced it as a ne- 
ceſſary preparation for the reception of 
his kingdom, ſaying © Repent ye for the 

kingdom 
o FIcb. iv. 24, 16. + Jer. iv. 3. Hof, x. 13, | Nat. ini. 2, 8. 
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kingdom of God is at hand.“ The: Apoſtle 
to the Gentiles told the Athenians that 
God had commanded all men every where 
to repent, an continued for ine ſpace of 
three years, night and day, wit!) tcars to 
enforce this doctrine to that people. But 
what a vari:ty of meaas dogs he ule io 
bring us to repentance, 


1. He commiſſions his ſervants to thun- 
der cut the curſes of the law, and to point 
out the miſery we bring upon ourlelve3 
by fn and rebellion. As Moſes addreſſed 
the Iſraelites, ſo do they addreſs their 
audiences, © Beniold I fer before you this 
day, a biefling and a curſe; f a blefling if 
ye obey, a curſe if ye will not obey tha 
commandments of the Lord your God, 
as they are commanded, they“ Cry 
aloud in their congregations, and ſpar? 
not the unge-, but lift up their voices 
like trumpets, 16 ew uno God's peo. 
ple their origmal and a cual tranſyrotione, 
and to the hone of Jacub the conſe- 
quences ot mmeir uns ;5 ſaying “ the ob- 
ilinateiy wicked, and tlie irreclaimable 
finger thai de turned into nell, with all 


the natioas that forget God.“ “ The 


Almighiy will pocr his fury upon the 


2 heathen z, 


7 Mat. iv. 17. f Ads xx. 21. :r. f Dev - xi. 
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hearnens, and upon the families that cal 
not upon his name, © For the awful 
day is falt approaching, that ſnall burn as 
a OVen 3 and all the proud, and all that 
Oo WISKCO!TS mall be as ſtubble : and the 
day that cometh ſha!l burn them up, 
ſaitin the Lord, that i: ſhall leave them 
1.12.7 root ror branch, fo utterly ſhall 
it destroy tuem.“ ? And while finners 
are rezeriing the Saviour, and going about 
to c:il:bl:ib their own rizhteouſneſs, they 
cry cut it the pertinent language of St 
Paul, and with a zeal that beſpeaks their 
ſincerity, “ For as many a3 are of the works 
of the law, are under the curſe of the law: 
for it is written, curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things written in the 
book of the law, to do them,“ and as ye 
are thoie curſed children St Peter ſpeaks 
of, who have forſaken the right way, the 
holy commandment delivered unto you, 
No doubt,“ when the Lord Jcſus is re- 
vealed ſrom heaven in flaming fire, to 
tike vengeance on them that know not 
Cod,“ you (ignorant of a Saviour's righ- 
ieonfnels, unacquaintcd with the eſſicacy 
of his blood, and ſtrangers to the power 
of vital chriſtianity) will be baniſhed from 
his glorious preſence, with,“ go ye curſed 
int \ everlaſting fre, prepared tor the devil 


and 
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and his angels.“ “ Lea, we declare 

anto you, without ſincere and evangelical 

repentance, you mult all likewiſe periſh.”'+ 
r, « 


2, He aſſlids them in their circum» 
ſtances, and families, he eventually frut- 
trates all their undertakings: or it they 
are poſſeſied of a little property, or wealth, 


he ſuddenly takes it from them, by means. 


of a veſlel ſinking, a debtor breaking, or 
ſome misfortune happening which they 
never expected, they are reduced to a ſtate 
of penury, and abject dependance ; = 
haps, a beloved wife is violently aitzitted, 
a valuable father is called of the flage 


of life, à proming On turns out a pro- 


digal, or a favourite infant dies. Ho fre- 
quen ly are we reminded c our mortality, 
not only by funeral proce nons, and paſung 
bells which we daily hear and ſee, but by a 
thouſand caſualities in life, hat adm onino:: 


is inculcated © Prepare to meet thy God“ 


that important eg rtation is repeated,“ By 
ye alſo ready.“ How often are we pre- 
jented with an open grave for the trecep— 
tion of an Tiuac? and experience the hea- 
ting T2, and tue broken heath, while 401: 
tuncral obſequies are DEVOTE : ver tte 
dar lit. g oi our icul 7 Aud are hui ate 


a” 
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Ticiſhtudes deſigned to convince us of the 
inſtability and uncertainty of all tempo- 
rary enjoyments ? That they are things 
un worthy of our attachment, and beneath 
our notice, Or, 


He puts forth his hand, ard touches 
FE; ſinner* s life. It is not unuſual for him 
who knows of what we are made, to af- 
{it and icourge thoſe moſt ſeverely to 
whom he bears a peculiar favour, for af- 
{iftica as Job bears witneſs, does not 
come out of rhe duſt, neither does cala- 
mity ariſe out ot the ground,“ in any ca- 
ſual or accidental way, but as man by rea- 
ſon oi his ſt ubborneſs and obſtinacy necds 
it, he is therefore born unto it as the 
ſrarks fly upwards. David confeſſes that 
bodily affſictions were of ſignal ſervice to 
him, ** Before I was afflicted I went aſtray ; 
but now I have kept thy word.“ And 
having ſelt the comfort of keeping God's 
vord, and the great peace of thoſe that 
love God's law, he acknowledges, ©* it 
was good for me that I was afflicted.“ ! In 
another place he affirms that Fools, be- 
cauſe of their tranſgreſſione, and becauſe 
of their iniquities are affiited: with 
many bodily diſeaſes, as the conſc quence 


cf their irregular lixes and vicious prac- 
tices, 
Job v. 6. + Pla. Cxix. $7. f Ver. 71. & Pſa. cvn. 27, 


© 0 


tices; and iom?, Which the Almighty ju- 
dicially and nercifuily infli& upon them, 
to bring them to repeut and conſider 
their letter end, foire ccntaveous diſorder 
infects the frame, the body is preſently re- 
duced to a mere ſkeleton, and the man 
walks upon the borders of the grave, that 
when he has no hope tro: his phy iicians, 
and can have little reaſon to expect a re- 
covery, when he feels himieit ail weak- 
neſs, and cut off from every comfort in 
life, when he can have nothing in proſpect 
but eternity, and no reſuge but in God, 
he may find Lis miſtake, and cry for mercy, 
This appears be his intention from that 
paſſage in the Pſalms, ©* Their ſcul ab- 
horred all manner of meat, they draw near 
urto the gates of death, then they cry 
unto the Lord in their trouble.” Again, 


4. Sometimes he works upon the im- 
agination by affecting it with dreams, ard 
preſenting it with viſions in the night. So 
he uſed to ſpeak. to Abraham, Joſeph, 
Daniel, and many of the old Teſtament 
ſaints, and it is propheſied that in theſe 
latter days, young men {ball ſce viſions, 
and old men ſhall dream dreams“ when 
the curtains of the night are drawn around 
a flumbering world, and we are compoſed 

10 


o Joel u. ab, 
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to reſt, and loſt in the inſenſibility of ſleep, 
we are ſuddenly preſented with an awful 
;adgment, we ſce the earth reſigning her 
dead, the heavens illumiued with light, 
and rhe judge of quick aud dead deſcend- 
ing wis h a retinue of ten thouſand angels. 
We {ze ourſelves with all the poderity of 
Adam, arr gned, tried, convicted, and 
don jemned io everlaſting fire, and while 
tine jadge is about to pronounce the awful 
ſentence, cepart from me ye cuiſed, and 
ne ex2cutionzr of his wrath ready to 
ſieze nus nal caſt us into the unquenchable 
ſire, we W aTrighted and alarmed, 
reſolvigg to lead a new }ife, and inquire 
the way of ſalvation, © Lo, ail theſe 
things worketh God oftentimes with man, 
to bring back his ſoul ſrom the pit, to be 
enlighrened with the hoght of the Iiving.® 


2d!y, After he has tore vp the ground 
by digging. he nouriſes and enriches the 
foil bs caſting in dung, which may be ex- 
preſſive of thoſe more mild and gentle 
means, he uſes by way of &.arement. 


1. The miniſters of the goſpel are 
commanded to adminiſter comfort, and 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord, 
hence our ears are ſaluted with the glad 


Uainzs 
® Job xxaiii. 29, 30, 
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tidings of great joy, Ho, every one that 
thirſteth for eternal life, come and drink 
ſreely at the wells of ſalvation,““ Chriſt 
our paſſover being ſacrificed for us, let us 
joy fully keep the fealt. Your fins, ſay they 
are numerous, but more numerous are 
his mercies. You are univerſally deſiled 
and polluted, but here is an cpcn founs 
tain for alluncieznnels.+ Yeu are ſar gone 
from original r:yh:couineſs,f but you may 
be brought nigh by the blood oi the ever- 
laſting covenant. Ycu are deeply infected 
with the effects of the fall, but the blood 
of Jeſus cleanſeth from all ſin. Have you 
received the ſentence of condemnation in 
yourſelves ?“ That ſentence was executed 
upon Jeſas Chriſt.” Do you deſpair of 
finding mercy at God's hands? Whoſo- 
Cycr comet a unto him, he will in no wiſe 
caſt out, hence you ſee, he admits ſinſul 
Magdalene, pardons the taken adul- 
treſs, looks compaſſon on denying Peter, 


and aſſociates to himſelf in Paradiſe a 
chief from the croſs, Or, 


2. By way of encouragement they de- 
ſcribe the happy conſequences of em- 
bracing the offers of ſalyation, the bleſſed- 

nets 
* Ia lv. 1. þ xii. 3. f Tech. xii. x. 5 Eph. is. 15. 
} Heb. x. 20. à 1 Jchu . 2. b Gal. vi. 23. c Joka 


vi 3. 
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nc ſs of the man to whom the Lord im- 
puteth not ſin,“ in your experience in this 
world, they ſay you will be happy in life. 
in your own ſouls, you ſhall have joy that 
a ſtranger intermeddleth not with, joy in 
ihe Holy Ghoſt, ariſing from the peace ct 
God, which paſſ eth all human underſtands 
ing, no fear of death, nor terrors of hell 
ill diſturb your repoſe, God will liſi upon 
you the light of his counte narce, Chriſt 
will manifeſt himſclt to you, and the Hcly 
Ghoſt will make your fouls his conſtant 
babitation, his bleſſing will Gll your baſkets 
plentifully, and multiply your itores abun- 
Cantly, your undertakings thall proſper, 
and every aſſliction, croſs providence, and 
g/0omy7 diſpenſation, ſha!l be overruled for 
your profit, ſnall work together for your 
good, and in the 


34 Place, look, ſay they, beyond tlie 
grave, to thoſe blisful regions where unin- 
terrupted peace reſides, and everiaſtiog 
pleaſures row]: where the redeemed enjoy 
in the complete fruition of the“ Living 
God, what eye hach not ſeen, ear heard, 
nor entered i into the heart of man to con- 
ceive,“ there you ſhall di ink at the foun- 
tain head of thoſe rivers of pleaſure that 


flow from the throne of God, f and eat 


and 


* Pla. xxxii. 2, 3, 1 Pm. avi. 14. 
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and be ſatisſied with the production of 
the Tree of life ; there you ſhall aſlociate 
with the noble army of martyrs, the good- 
iy ſcilowſhip of the prophets, ard the holy 
church univerſally ; there yon ſhall ſu im 
in ſeas ot everiaiiing bliſs, and be raviſhed 
with tranſports of unſpeakable delight; 
there is a city which God has prepared 
for you, where he will not be aſhamed to 
be called your God; there is a crown 
of glory you ſhall wear as a king, a palm 
of victory you ſhall bear as a conqueror ; 
and what ſhall I fay more? for the time 
would fail me, ro mention the tl:ouſard 
Part of the peculiar excellencies of your 
place and ſtate, ſuch as the glory of the 
temple, the grandeur of the city, the 
brightaeſs of the ſun, and the perpetuity 
of its ſhining, as well as the impregnable 
ſecurity of all the inhabitants, trom ene- 
mies and ills of every kind. But 


4. All theſe encouragements to duty, 
and inducement to ſeek ſalvation, would 
be ineffectual, it God the ſpirit did not 
graciouſly work upon the ſinner, and in- 
fuence his ſoul, therefore, he beſtows this 


ineſtimable gift, this invaluable bleſſing 


upon us, hence he ſays, When I go away, 
1 will fend him unto you, and he ſhall re» 
a os prove 


Fi 
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prove che world of ſin, of righteouſneſs and 
of judgment.“ Of all ſin, both in thought, 
word, and deed, of the heinous nature and 
curſed effect of fin in general, and par- 
ticularly the fin of unbelief; of rightequi- 


neſs, of the inſufficiency of all human righ- 


te ouſneſs, to juſtify aud conſliiute us righ- 
teous before God; and of the complete- 
nefs and aiſufficiency of the aftive aud 
pailive obedience of Chriſt, io juſtify the 
chief of finners; and of judgment, that 
Chrilt is Lord of all, and unto him is com- 
mirted all judgment; that he has judged 


and condemned ſatan the prince of this 


world, as an uſurper and intruder ; there- 
fore, we who were his captives, may be 
freed from his yoke. This is the ſpirit's 
peculiar work, and however plainly and 
clearly we may ſee the way to the kingdom 
pointed out, if the ſpirit lead us not imo 
all truth, we ſhall never find it.. We may 
underſtand what ſcriptural juſtiſication 


means, yet if we are not led by the ſpirit 


of God, we cannot be freed from condem- 
nation.} We may believe that Jeſus is 
God over all, but we can never call rim 
our Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt ;$ we 
may enjoy quietneſs, and rranquiiity in our 
houſes, and families; but we fhall never 


poſſeſs 
John xvi. 8, 9, zo. f John xvi. 3. +} Rom. viii. 3 
1 Cor. Iii. 3. 


aad 
znt, 
and 
bar- 
2ul- 
igh- 
igh- 
lete- 
aud 
4 the 
that 
com- 
dged 
this 
nere- 
ay be 
pirit's 
y and 
,odom 
JL into 
e may 
cation 
> ſpirit 
ndem- 
eſus is 
all vim 
3FS we 
y in OUT 
never 


poſſeſs 


Mm. viii. Lo 


( 25 ) 


poſleis that peace which the world cans 
not give, in our hearts, unleſs Jeſus breach 
upon us, and ſay Receive ye the Holy 
Ghoſt.“ We may hear the goſpel elo- 
quently and excellently preached, but it 
will not prove the power of God unto 
ſalvation,“ except it is delivered in the de- 
monſtration of rhe Spirit, f and by tha 
power of God; now as we nced this 
Spirit above all other gifts, he plentifully 
pours him out upon all fleſh, ſends him to 
knock at tlie doors of our hearts, and 
permits Lim to ſtrive with us till our ini- 
quities are ſubdued, our corrupcions de- 
ſtroyed, and our ſalvation completed. 


III. Let us conclude with a general ex- 
hoctation. What ſhall I ſay to thoſe of 
you, who have ſtood it out againſt God, 
till your heads are almoſt covered with 
ſnow, and your days near a concluſion ? 
Your furrowed cheeks, and wrinkled 
brows, indicate your approaching diſſolu- 
tion, and your entrance into an unknown 
world. My aged fathers, the axe is laid 
to the root, and as fruitleſs fig- trees you 
are about to be cut down, O! Awake, 
thou that ſleepeſt ariſe from the dead, and 
Chriſt thall give thee light. Or 

C 


To 


1 Juha XK. A2 7 .. ü. . 
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Jo you who are younger in years, but 
as great proſicients in fin, and adepts in 
ungodlineſs; you think your hill ſtands 
ſtrong, and you have a long, long life be- 
fore you. You have not yet numbered 
torty revolving years, but do you conſider 
tuat there are in the houſe appointed for 
all living, many who were 


Firmer in their health, and greener in their 
Age, and fitter far to play lifes ſubtle 
Game. Then yourſelves : but perhaps 


you are only on the threſhhold of life, 
guilty of few crimes, and culpable in very 
few inſtances, your reputation is fair, and 
your character unblemiſhed, to be ſure, 
rhe pleaſures and amuſements of youth 
Eccupy your thoughts, and engage your 
attention, you are full of gaiety and ſpirits 
ut preſent, and would thick it unreaſon- 
able to ſully your enjoyments with ever- 
lating concerns; but the time will come, 
when your thoughts may be devoted to 
theſe things with a better grace, but re- 
member as Dr Young ſays 


Procraſtination is the thief of time, 
Year after year it ſteals, till all are fled, 
And to :he mercies of a moment, leaves 


The vaſt concerns of an eternal ſcene. 
This 
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This is the way my dear young bre- 
thren, that you are deceived and led away, 
O! wliat ſhall l ſay unto you ? my ſoul feels 
for yoa, anz my bowels yeara over you, 
what means can I uſe to bring you to a 
ſeuſe of your lots and danger? 


Confider you weary God's patience 
and for>tarance with you, you render 
tne death of Chriſt of none effect unta 


you, and by perkiſting in fin, every other 


method to procure your ialvation intirely 
vain! Chriſt the Lamb of God may take 
away the fin of the world, his miniſters 
may dig and dung a fruitleſs fig-tree, 
and the ſpirit be ſent to convince tha 
world of ſin; threatnings may be denoun- 
ced, and promiſes made, dreams may be 
given, and ju{gments may be ſent, and all 
with reſpect to yourſeives to no purpoſe, 
O! how dreadful to hear him ſay, finally, 
* cut it down,” let it eumber the ground no 
more, let another take his place, and le: 
him inherit that doubly merited curſe 
which he deſertes, among hypoctites and 
unbelleve-s: O my brethren, remember this 
may be your lait year, four laſt week, nay 
as the heathen expreiles it, your lait day.“ 
C 2 Wher 

„ Quanquan qu:3 est tam ſtultus, quamy'e fir ago- 


leſcens, cui lit explvratum {e 24 veiperum, et victns 
rum. 
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What man upon earth can be ſo fooliſh, 
ſuppoſing he is in the prime of life, as to 
believe it is certain he ſhall live till the 
concluſion of the preſent day ? may the 
prayers offered up in your behalf be heard 
in heaven, may the Spirit of Jeſus quicken 
your dead ſouls, and enable you to bring 
forth fruits meet for repcatance, fruits un- 
to holineſs, that your end may be everlaſt. 
ing life. 

Now to the God whoſe power can do, 
More than our hearts, or wiſhes know, 
Be everlaſting honour done, 


By all the church, through Chriſt his Son. 


SERMON 


SE AM ON H. 


P8ALM xxxix. 5, 6. 


Perily every man at his bet ſtate is al- 
together wanity. Selah. Surely every 
man walketh in a vin fhew ; furely 
they are diſcuicted in vain : he heapeth 


up riches, and knoweth nat who [hail 
gather them. 


RIGINAL fin has preatly and in- 
O conceiveably changed the nature of 


things, both in the rational, animal, and 
even inanimate creation, from the moſt ex- 
alted perfeftion, to the groſſeſt corruption ; 
from the mot egregious beauty, to the 
blackeſt det or mity; and from the moſt con- 
ſummate bliſs, to the completeſt wWretell 
edneſs and miſery, Which ſtate, Wii: 
ſerence to the rational, is mo!” ima 
delia eated, aud rery 1 deſetibed in the 
words of ot tes Feri/:, Ec. wel 
by 3 "Re: v3 Tues 


Ys — —— — 
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individual fince his ſeparation from God, 
and his excluſion from Paradiſe, is, and 
ought to be conſidered, as a vain thing, 
j. e. deſtitute of intrinſic value, and void 
cf all true, ſolid, and ſubſtantial good; 
ray, he is vanity itſelf in the very abſtract, 
te moſt inſigniſicant, contemptible, and 
worthleſs thing in the creation. This 
word, vanity, has various acceptations in 
ſcripture, ſometimes it ſigniſies pride and 
preſumption, hence the Epheſian chriſti- 
ans were exhorted, not to walk in the 
vanity of their minds.“ Sometimes emp- 
tineſs, and folly is intended, hence the 
people that ſtrive againſt their maker are 
repreſented, as labouring in the fire, and 
wearying themſelves for very vanity, f i. e. 
ſor nothing. Again, all nations are before 
him as nothiog, and they are accounted 
10 him as leſs than nothing and vanity : | 
denoting, if any thing can be conſidered 
as leſs than nothing, this phraſe which is 
applied to man in his beſt ſtate will moſt 
properly expreſs it. Sometimes it means 
affl tion and miſery, hence the greateſt 
of all the men in the eaſt, tells us, he poſ- 
ſeſſed months of vanity, he conſumed his 
days in wretchedneſs and diſtreſs. 5 Per- 
haps Solomon affixes the ſame idea to this 
ptrale when he tells us, childhood and 

youth 


| F Eph. iv. 17. 1 Hab. li. 12. 4 Iſa. XI. 17. $ Job Vii, 3» 
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youth are vanity,* a ſtate of innocence 
and harmleſſneſs is not exempred from a 
number of evils incident to humanity, 
nor the robuſteſt conſtitution in the prime 
of lite, and the bloom of youth, freed 
from the elle&s of that curſe, which has 
paſſed upon all fleſh. Ir is evident this is 
the apoſtles meaning in theſe well known 
words, the creature itſelf was made ſubject 
to vanity, 7. e.to all the misfortunes, and ca- 
lamitics, the hardſhips and inconveniences, 
under which it groans. But, in this text 
I rake the ſenſe to be ſomewhat different 
from any of theſe, though it may empha- 
tically include them all. Here the Plal- 
miſt principally has his eye upon the 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life, and this 
ſenſe is fully determined from the preceed- 
ing words, where he cries out with aſto- 
niſhment, Behold thou has made my days 
as an handbreath.”* This is their mea- 
ſure, and mine age is as nothing before 
thee; in compariſon of thy eternal dura- 
tion, my whole life is not a ſand compared 
with the globe, a drop to be compared to 
the ocean. But 


I. Let us in a more general way deſcrite 
this vain ſtate of all men, or ſhew in what 
ſenſe all men are vanity. 

. II. That 


4 cel. i. 19, 


E 


II. That this is the caſe with man in 
his beſt ſtate. 


III. Prove it from the tenor of his con- 
duct. 5 

I. In, what ſenſe is every man alto- 
gether vanity. 


1. He is altogether vanity with ref- 
Dect to his moral perfections, or as vanity 
may include ſin, and depravity; every 
man is 2 compoſition of fin and unclean- 
reir, corruption and defilement, guilt and 
condemnation. His heart is the foun- 
rain of iniquity, his head is the ſource of 
deceit, znd his hands are full of blood, 
his underſtandiag is aſſected with blind- 
neſs, his will wich perverſeneſs, and bis 
affectioans are naturally engroſſed with 
things of an carthiy nature; conſequently 
all the paſhons of the ſoul are diſordered, 
irregular, , and out of their proper place. 
Our love is that of the world. Our joy 
is not in che Holy Ghoſt. Our peace is of 
a falſe kind. Our hope is the hope of the 
hypocrite, and our fears are directly op- 
poſed to the filial fears of God's children, 
and however our converſation may he re- 
fined by the rules of politeneſs, and our 
varura! dlemiſhes defaced by artiſicial civi- 


lities, 


WF: 


Fries, this is a true deſcription of every 
unregenerate man upon earth, and is the 
natural and neceſſary conſequence of the 
fall; to quote ſcripture to prove this af- 
ſertion is in this place unneceſſary, I ſhall 
refer my hearers to Ovid's deſcription * 


of the iron age, which in the fulleſt ſenſe 
implies it. 


2. Altogether vanity with reſpet to 
his life, there is no day, no hour, no mo- 
ment, no breath, which is not properly 
deſcribed by the word vanity. Be has 
no fear of God beſore his eyes, no love 
to God in his heart, and conſequeatly no 
Teverential ſenſe of the Divine Being is 
diſcernable in his conduct. If he is not 
addicted to every vice, he is conſtantly 
addicted to ſome. If he is tenacious of 
the truth, perhaps he is a covetous man. 
If he abominates raſh ſwearing, probable 
he is a paſſionate man. If he is ſober in 
his deportment, and generous in his diſ- 
poſition, it may be he is a prayerleſs man. 
If he uſes prayer, it is only as a ſorm, or 
to recommend himſelf to the Divine fa- 
your. If he profeſles to love God, he gi- 


ves 


De duro eſt ultima ferro. 
Portiaus, irrumpit venae prjoris in zevum, 
Omne nefas: fugere pudor, verumque, fideſque. 
In quorum ſubiere locum, frandeſque, dol:que, 
Inſidiacque, et vis, et amor ſceleratus habcudi. 
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ves his profeſſion the lie, by hating the 


creature that was made in his image. If 


he is blameleſs as touching his morals be- 
fore men, he is guilty in the ſight of that 
God who looks at the heart, and ſees the 
iweet morſel he rolls under his tongue, 
and condemns him for his ſecret fins. In 
this ſenſe, verily every man living is alto- 
gether vanity, before the grace of God 
change and rene w his ſoul. But 


3 Ne is altogether vanity with reſpect 
to his duration here upon earth, his days 
are an handbreadth, and his exiſtence 
from the eariieſt period of life, to ie 
lateſt moment of his exiſtence, may be 
meaſured by a ſpan, His exellency, 
beauty, and glory, fade away like a flow- 
er that grows up in the morning, flouriſhes 
at noon, and is cut down, dried up, and 
withered at night,“ his days however nu- 
mercus, are ſwifter chan a weaver's ſhut- 
tle, and fly more rapidly than the eagle's 
wing. f His breach is in lis noſtrils, and 
ready to be breathed cut every moment, | 
and his life ſays inſpiration is only a va- 
pour, which makes a ſplendid appear- 
ance for a ſinall ſpace, and then vaniſherh 
away for ever. 5 If he numbers three 
ſcore 


* x Pet. i. 24. + Job ix. 25, 26, f Ila. ii. 22 
$ Jam. iv. 14. | 
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ſcore and ten revolving ſeaſons, which ig 
a leaſe that ſew enjoy, he immediately 
enters upon a life of labour and forrow 
and the period ſo ſcanty when paſt, that 
he ſcarce can recolle& his cxi{lence. or 
be perſuaded he is an old iran. Now, 
the little pittance of time which once ap- 
peared ſo conſiderable and immenſs {inks 
into nothing. 


Years to moments ſhrink 
Ages to years, the teleſcope is turned, 
To man's falſe optics, from his folly falſe, 
Time in advance, behind him hides hiswings 
And ſeems to creep, decrepic with his age. 
Behold him when paſt by,what then is ſeen 
But his broad pinions ſwifter than the wind. 


Fatal, and univerſal experience, proves 
us to be miſtaken with reſpect to our 
thoughts and ideas of time. Who can 
perſuade us that thirty years in reverſion 
compoſe that portion of our exiſtence we 
hvae proved to be nothing? And what 
credit do we give the hoary hairs, as the 
Poet, ſays 


They who the longeſt leaſe enjoy 
Have told us with a ſigh 

That to be born ſeems little more 
Than to begin to die. 


But 
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But who in the morning of ignorance, 
and inexperience will believe the report ? 
Do not we ia proſpective, anticipate a 
long and an uninterrupted ſucceſhon of ani- 
mal comforts, and ſenſual delights? Days, 
weeks, months, and years, croud upon 
each other, and a long ſeries of earthly 
enjoyments preſent th<mſclves to our de- 
Jaded imagination: till the heat of life is 
over, aud the ſun has turned the meridian 
of our days, till calm reflection, and un- 
clouded reafon reſume the throne, till na- 
tural diſorders invade the conſtitution, and 
ſymptoms of mortality appear, and then 
we are ready to exclaim with the apoſtle, 
what is our life? Truly in the midſt of its 


promiſing appearances, We are incircled 
in the arms of death. 


But beſides thoſe natural, and neceſſary 
cauſes of death, how many thouſand ac- 
cidents happen, and unavoidable misfor- 
tunes befal us in this ſtate of probation ? 
misfortunes which no prudence can fore- 
ſee, and no oeconomy prevent. The air 
we breathe is pregnant with the ſeeds of 
diſſolution, and death ſurrounds us on eye- 
ry hand, mortality is interwoven with our 
very conſtitution, and is an inſeperable 
companion of our being, and we may die 

al 


1 
x7 twenty according to tie courſe of na- 
ture, as well as tour-{<cre, 


And are pot millions ſwept from the 
earth, when the judgments of the Lord 
are abroad among the inhabitants? How 
oſten does the deſtreying angel as Pope 
ſays 


Wing the peſtilential blaſt, 

And twice ten thouſand breath their laſt, 
Or icnd the all devouring flame, 

And cities bardly beaſt a name. Or if 
He ſpcaks, the fury diſcord raves, 

And ſweeps whole armies to thcir gravcs. 
He ſpeaks, obedient tempeſts roar, 

And guilry nations are no more. 

Or famine lifts her milde hand, 

And hunger howis through all rhe land. 


All which evils we are expoſed unto, and 
no age, ſituation, or circumſiance, cal 
give us a title to an exemption, the wiſ- 
dom of Solomon cannot prevent their ap- 
Proach, nor che ſtrength of Sampſon ſup- 


port us under the oppreſſion of their load. 
But 


II. We are to ſhew that this is the 
caſe with man in his beſt ate. 


* * 
* * 
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the bloom of youth, or the vigour of man- 


Hood, not only in the morning of our age, 
when we are moſt ſubject to weakneſs, 
and ſuſceptible of contagious diſeaſes, or 
in the decline of our years, at which 
ſeaſon we are generally encompaſſed with 
many inũrmities, but in our beſt ſtare, in 
the flower of our prime, when the tide of 
our blood runs high, when our bones are 
full of marrow, and our bodies replere 
with ſtrength; when ſprightlineſs and 
vigour animate our ſouls, and we are 
ſtrangers to ſickneſs, unacquainted with 
pain, and poſſeſſors of all the natural, and 
2nimal vivacity, that can render us capable 
of enjoying every comſort, bleſſing, and 
advantage which life produceth. In this 
beſt ſtate man is altogether vanity, grow- 
ing leſs amiable every day, his beauty 
tarniſhing, his figure changing, and his 
irength imperceptibly decreaſing. Bur 
how often does this illuſtrious ſun go 
down at noon, and this tall cedar fall at 
ore blow? A ſharp ſever inflames the 
blood, and burns with ſuch impetuoſity 


that no medicine can aſſwage its rage, till 


it conſumes the vitals, and leaves the 
blooming youth a breathleſs corpſe, or 
ſome latent fires prey upon the ſprings of 

animal 
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animal life, till our temporal exiſtence is 
terminated by a final conſumpiion. And 
do not diſappointed virgins, weeping pa- 
rents, diſconſolate widows, and fatherleſs 


children, enforce the heathen's exhorta- 
tion, 


O formoſe, puer, nimium ne crede clort, 


O incomparable young man! truſt not too 
much to the beauty ef your features, the 
goodneſs of your conſtitution, or the prime 
of your life. For 


A ſpan is all that we can boaſt, 
An inch or too of time. 

Man is but vanity and duſt, 
In all his Hower and prime. 


2. In his beſt ſtate as to knowledge 
and underſtanding, he is altogether y2nity, 
When he has acquired a faikcien: quan- 
tity of polite learning, aud uſeful know- 
ledge, io render him eminent in any ſta- 
tion, and an honour to his profeſſion: 
ſuppo!; ng he ſhines at the bar like a Ci- 
cero; .oncurs the profeſſors chair like 
a Socrates or blazes in the pulpit like a 
Cryloitors; ſappoſing he outſtrips an Em- 
merſc> cr a Newton, in the mathematical 
ard paiioiopaical worid, how Jong does 

D 2 he 
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he retain the honour he is poſſeſſed of, 
parchaſed at immenſe expence, and on 
the condition of a ſeries of ſtudious 
vears? the ſcripture aſſures us Man 
being in honour, remaineth not : but 1s 
like unto the beaſts that periſh.” * He 
remains not, he is ſoon eclipſed by a ſu- 
perior genius, or he forſeits his preca- 
rious reputation, by ſome capital miſtake 
in his doctrine, or ſome public miſcarriage 
in his life, or he drops into the dwellings 
of darkneſs, and returns to the duſt, from 
whence he was taken; and in this reſpe& 
What has the wiſe man more than the 
fool? Now, what does it ſignify to him 
whether he was eſteemed as an oracle, 
or reputed as a fool in his day? And 
how frequently are the greateſt geniuſes 
patt by unnoticed, and the greateſt merit 
unre warded? And thus we ſee Solomon's 
obſervation verified, viz. That bread 1s 
not always the moſt plentitully provid- 
ed for the wiſe, neither does riches a. 
vays pour themſelves upon men of un- 
deritanding, nor does it a/ways happen 
that ſkilful men obtain the moſt favour. 4 
But time and chance, ebbings and flow- 
ings, proiperity and adverfity, ſmiling 
providences and frowuing d:ſpenſations, 
lappen uno them all alike, this allo is 

Vanity» 


*. Pſa. Xlix. 33, + Accel. ix. 2 
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vanity. Bat nothing is more natural than 
for man in this beſt tate, to be vain in 11:5 
imaginations, and wiſe in his own conceit. 
He can ſpeak fluently, and write elegaut- 
ly upon any ſubject in the learned lan- 
guages, his tenacious memory is ſtored 
with the treaſures of hiitorical, chrono- 
logical, and geographical knowledge, his 
ingenuity and application have conquered 
the principal diſficulties in aſtrology and 
aſtronomy, and his extraordinary ſagacity, 
and ſingular penetration, have explained, 
with philoſophical ſudtility, the latent vir- 
tues, and medicinal qualities of minerals, 
foſlils, plants, ſhrubs, flowers, and all 
the productions of the carth. How hard- 
ly ſhall a man thus rich in human under- 
itaading, enter into that ſpirit of true hu- 
mility which characterizes the real chrit- 
tian? Is not pride and vanity one ne- 
ceflary ingredient in the co:npoſition ot 
human nature? And does not all unſanc- 
tihed knowledge add fuel to the flame, 
aud render the arrogance of crawlins 
worms infur>ortabie ? and the wiſeſt of 
mortals the molt odious of creatures? Un- 
leſs our knowledge begin in ourſelves and 
terminate in the euly true God, and jeſus 
Chriſt whom he has ſent, it is vain phi- 
D 3 PLC DAY. 
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joſophy and ſcience, as the apoſtle ſays 
falſeiy io called, or as Pope expreſſes it 


Not all the volumes on thy ſhelf 

Are worth that ſingle volume ſelf. 
Weho'er the ſacred book declines, 
How*'er in other arts he ſhines, 
Though fmit with Pindar's noble rage, 
Or vers'd in Tuliy's manly page, 
Though deeply read in Plato's ſchool, 
With all his knowledge is a fool. 


Very, erery merely natural man, though 
the wiſeſt of his ſpecics, and the moſt in- 
ielligent creature upon earth, is altogether 
vanity, his language betrays the pride of 
His heart, his conduct confirms the truth 
of the aſſertion, and he who knows the 
thoughts afar off, and judgeth righteous 
judgment, declares they are vain. But 


2. In his beit ſtate as to riches and po- 
wer. Suppoſing he is at length poſſeſſed 
vf all he has withed for, and induſtriouſſy 
laboured after for many years? He has 
heaped up filver as the duſt, and gold as 
the ocean ſand. Ile is diſtinguiſhed from 
his fellow mortals by the illuſtrious titles 


of ſole regent, ſovereign lord, imperial 


majeſty, or moſt chriſtian king. He ſways 
the ſcepter of his authority over nations, 
ſupports 


2 
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ſupports thouſands of dependent ſubje&s, 
and poſſeſſes all the dignity and power he 
could ever hope to enjoy ? Yet of what 
account is he? Inſpiration forbids us 10 
put our truſt in bis arm, or repoſe any 
confidence in his power“ Put not your 
truſt in princes, nor in the ſon of man, in 
whom there is no help; his breath goeth 
forth, he returneth to his earth, in that 
very day his thoughts periſh.'““ This is 
a true deſcription of Alexander the Gre- 
cian conqueror, of Cyrus the Feriian king, 
of Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean mo- 
narch, and of Solomon in all his glory. 
What proofs of the frailty of humanity 
have their hiſtories afforded ? and what 
inſtances of the vanity of all earthly dignity, 
and preatneſs, are their lives replete with? 
We ſee their riches cannot purchaſe 
health, nor their power protract the con- 
tracted ſpan of life, their conſtitutions 
were ſuſceptible of the ſame feelings, ob- 
noxious to the ſame diſeaſes, and ſubject 
to the ſame fate with all of women born; 
in ſhort, a diſcerning eye may eaſily ſee 
vanity wrote upon the imperial crown, 
inſcribed upon the monarch's throne, and 
the diſtinguiſhing motto of all the pomp 
and pride of illuſtrious mortals, verily every 
man in this beſt ſtate, when compared 

with 
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with true greatneſs, ſcriptural honor, and 
durable glory is altogether vanity. But 


4. In his bet ſtate, as to holineſs and 
piety, waen compared with the Creator, a 
Being of unſpotted purity, immaculate ho- 
lineſs, inflexible juſtice, omniporent power, 
inconceiveable glory, and everlaſting love, 
ne is altogether vanity, He has paſſed from 
ſpiritual death, to the enjoyment of ſpiri- 
tual life, experimentally proved a rege- 
nerating change, from nature to grace; 
and taſted the pleaſures conſequent upon 
a tranſlation from the bondage of cor- 
ruption, into the glorious Jiberty of the 
children of God,+ his {ns are blotted out 
by the blood of the covenant, his name 
written in heaven, by the finger of the 
Almighty, and himſelf throngh the me- 
diation of che Saviour entitled to an in- 
heritance there; God is his father,? 
Chriit is his brother, & the Holy Gholt 
is his comforter, || and the angels are his 
miniſtering ſervants,“ and yet in this beſt 
ſtare he is altogether vanity. He is made 
of the {ame clay, expoſed ro the ſame 
misfortunes, and ſubject to the ſame end 
with the vileſt of men, but coniidering 
him as a man he has nothing but on 

as 


® x John iii. 14. + Rom. viii. 21. 1 Rom. viii 15, 
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has received, for in him dwelle:h no good 
thing, end all Eis ſufficiency is of God. If 
the aids of the ſpirit, or the ſuccours of di- 
vine grace are withdrawn, how ſoon does 
the wickedneſe of his heart diſcover itſelf 
in an irreligious condutt ? and the cor- 
rupted fountain exhibit its impure ſtreams ? 
Bur in his beſt ſtate he only fees through 
a glaſs darkly, and experiences the power 
of chriſtianity in part; Low weak is his 
faith, how languid his hopes, and how 
cold are his renewed aftecGions? How fre- 
quently do we hear him complain of his 
heartleſs prayers, lifeleſs praiſes, and for- 
mal devotions ; his natural propenſities, 
unbeiteving fears, and manitold infirmities 
are lis irequent topics of converſation. 
My brethren, we not only dwell with the 
children of Belial, and intermingle with the 
filth and off-ſcouring of all things, but lil: 
the Jewiſh high prieſts are encompated 
ourſelves with infirmites; and when wie 
preſent our prayers, and offer our ſaciſices, 
we ſhould have an eye, not only to the 
ſins of the people, but alſo to thoſe of 
cur own. The holieſt of men have lamen- 
ted and bewailed their follies, and rhe in1- 
purity of their nature, David, a man after 
God's own heart, complains of his infir- 
mity in doubting of the Divine favour, “ 


the 
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the prophet Iſaiah acknowledges himſelf 
a ſinful man,“ Job abhorred himſelf and 
repented in duſt and aſhes, Peter being 
conſcious of his ſinfulneſs, beſought his 
Lord to depart from him, j Paul conſeſſed 
he was the chief of ſinners, & and John 
affirms, © if we ſay we have no fin, we de- 
ceive ourſelves, and ihe truth is not in us,“. 
Hur brighteſt wiſdom is {tained with folly, 
cur beit performances are ſlamped with 
imperfection, and our holieſt things need 
the atoning blood. My brethren, if we 
faw ourſelves in a proper point of light, 
our haughtineſs would be hnmbled, and 
our loftineis would hs brougiit low, we 
taculd be ſilent in our own commendation, 
and deaf to all fycophannc and hypocri- 
tical praiſe, humility and lowlineſs of mind 
would appear in all our deportment, aud 
we ſhould willingly conſider ourſelves the 
. Tervan:s cf all, and 1:ſs than rhe leaſt of 
his mercies. The ſcripture aſſures us, if 
we are ſaved it is not of works,“ if we are 
chriſtians, what we are is by the grace of 
God,” it we are kept from fin, and freed 
from condemnation, it is by the power of 
God we experience that falvation,* If in 
any particular the lighteous is more ex- 


cellent 
* Ifa. vi. s. + Job xi. 6 f Luke v. B. 5 1 Tim, i. 15, 
1 John i. 6. a Rom. iii. 37. bt Cor. xv. 10. 
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ceilent than his neighbour, it is mercy and 
grace :hat makes him to differ. If at lait 
he is preſerved from hell, it will be fo as 
by fire, if he eſcapes, it will be as with the 
{kin of his teeth.“ Where then is boaſt- 
ing, it is excluded, O! let it be everlaſt- 
inglyexcluded from our hearts and conyer- 
fation. But let me conclude this diicourſe 
by making a few inferences from the pie- 
ceeding oblervations, leaving the laſt ge- 
neral head for the ſubject of another diſ- 
courſe. And 


1. If every man is vanity, this is our own 
caſe, we are altogher vanity, our minds 
are defiled with fin, our conducts are ſpot- 
ted with uncleanneſs, and our exiſtence is 
only a ſpan ; examine yourſelves, prove 
your ownſelves, ſearch the heart, try the 
reins, and ſcrutinize into the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of your ſouls, and fee if there is no 
way of wickedneſs in you, and you will 
ſoon be convinced your heart is a cage of 
unclean birds, a reſidence for pride, un- 
belief, covetouſneſs, envy, hatred, malice, 
and all uncharitableneſs, therefore, un- 
der the curſe of God's righteous law, ob- 
noxious to the divine diſpleaſure, and 
doomed to eternal death, verily you are 
therefore altogether vanity. * 

2. 
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2. If every man is altogether vanity, as 
vanity may reſpect the ſhortneſs and un- 
certainty of life; your lives are uncertain, 
and dearh may overtake you, betore you 
imagine, be ye therefore alſc ready. for in 
ſoch an hour as you think not, the Son of 
man cometh, and when men (hl! begin to 
ſay peace and ſafety, remember, then ſud- 
den deſtrution cometh upon them, as tra- 
vail upon a womaa, and they ſhall not eſ- 
cape. O my brethren, the night is far 
ſpent, the day cf eternity is at hand, put of 
the works of darkneſs, and be clothed with 
the armour of light; for the ſake of your 
immortal ſouls, do not ſtand all the day 
idle, conſider the work you have to do, 
and the preparations that muſt be made, 
before you can have any well grounded 
Hope of a blefled hereafter z your polluted 
— muſt be waſhed in the laver of re- 
generation, your guilty conſciences muſt 
be ſprinkled with a Saviour's blood, and 
your nakedneſs muſt be clothed with the 
immaculate robe of a redeemer's righ- 
teouſneſs, corruptions mult be mortified, 
temptations reſiſted, the world overcome, 
and the kingdom of heaven muſt be taken 
by ſtorm; do you never conſider that few 
will be ſaved ; ; that many are called, and 
few choſen, That many will ſeek and 

never 
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never find, aſk and never receive, and 
run and never obtain? and are you quite 
eaſy and careleis ; my brethren, if angels 
tremble, it is at ſuch a ſight; you are the 
molt inconſiſtent and abſurd creatures 
under the caucoy of hcaven ; profiling 
yourſelyes to be wife, you act as foo's of 
the firſt rate, and apyrovriating to your- 
ſelves the name of Cariſt, you make an 
inexpreſlible addition to your iniquity; O! 
that the ſhortneſs of came may Le engra- 
ven on your memory, and may prove a 
reralent argument in favour of that di- 
313 which is neceilary in working out 
your ſalvation, with fear and trembling. 


3. If man is altogether vanity in his bet 
ſtate, let not the young man glory in his 
ſtrength, the wiſe man boaſt of his wiſdom, 
the rich man truſt to his riches, nor the 
chriſtian be vain of his goodneſs ; let all ſu- 
percilious airs, pompous expreſſions, and 
lofty pretences be mingled with the duſt, 
and buried ia oblivion. In your beſt ſtate 
there is no room for, ſtand by thyfelf for lam 
holier than thou, no temptation to exclaim, 
with the Phariſee, I am not as this Publi- 
can, nor any juſt cauſe on acconr: of youth, 
ingenuity, or opulence and power, to be ex- 
alted above meaſure, our youth is a fading 
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flower, our underſtanding a periſhable 
commodity, and our riches and power by 
the wiſe man,are ranked amongthe winged 
tribes, whoſe ſtay is very uncertain. There- 
fore let humility and ſelf abaſement, be in- 
interwoven with our nature, and inſcribed 
on all our looks, geſtures, and actions 
through life, let him that poſſeſſes riches 
behave as though he poſſeſſed not; him 
that is bleſt with wiſdom, conduct himſelt 
as though he knew it not; him that enjoys 
juvenile vigour and beauty, live as though 
this day were his laſt, and him that is 
favoured, graciouſly favoured, with diſ- 
tinguiſhing mercy, remember every man 
in his beſt ſtate is altogether vanity. 


O! that the ſpirit of Jeſus by convin- 
cing us of our fin and guilt, our poverty, and 
wretchedneſs, would truly humble all our 
pride, and lay our aſpiring imaginations 
as low as our habitations will ſhortly be, 
and inſpire us with that genuine humility, 
which our Redeemer taught us by his 
own example, a humility diveſted of all af- 
fectation, unſullied with the gloom of un- 
reaſorable auſterity,and the pure offspring 
of that chriſtian holineſs, without which 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord; may he grant 


this for his name's lake. 
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Perily every man walketh in @ vain ſhow 3 
ſurely they are difſqaicied in wain : he 
heapeth u riches, and knoweth not whe 
ſhall gather them. 


HE vanity of all tranſitory, and ſuh- 
lunary things, is repreſented by the 

moit ſtriking and ſigaificant metaphors in 
the ſacred writings, Diſſolving ſmoke, 
diſappearing vapours, periſhing graſs, wi- 
thering flowers, and empty ſhadows, are 
all employed to teach us the mutability 
of our itate, and the uncertainty of ouc 
exiſtence upon earth, Here the natural, 
and unregenerate man, is deſcribed in big 
moral character, as living in a van ihew, 
or ſhadow, i. e. following the fooliſn 
fancies of a diitempercd brain, and ſup- 
E 2 Portiey 
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perting only an imaginary being, as dii- 
11nrbing his peace, perplexing his ſoul, 
and diſcompoſing bimſelf about things of 
mere trifling conſequence; and alſo as 
hearing up treaſures like a ſlave, labouring 
as iuchiſtriouſly as a ſervant of the meaneſt 
rank, for more wealth, more gold, more 
tralh „f every kind, although he knows 
not wletner he ſhall be a wife man, or a 
foo! that ſhall fucceed him in the poſſeſ- 
fon of his riches, he knows not but a 
vrodigal heir may expend it upon his luſts, 
or an estravagant heireſs conſume it in the 
averhons and amuſements of life, he 
knows not but a flaw in his will, or an 
uncaxpedted death, may tranſmit his wealth 
{0 an inheritor he never defigned, and 
rob a family he has long been labouring 
to ſupport, this conduct in an ordinate 
degree is altogether vanity. But 


I. Let us give a general explanation of 


thoſe ſeveral particulars, in the vain man's 
life. And 


II. Draw ſome inferences from the 
whole with reſpett to our own conduct. 


I. We propoſe to explain the vanity of 
human life, as expreiled in the words of 
Gur tent. And g 

1. Man 


2 X 


C WJ 


i. Man walts in a vain fhew; this 

phraſe ſignifies the appearance of ſome- l 

thing, which is not ſo in reality, hence 

the Phariſecs were ſaid for a ſhew tv 
make long prayers,* a ſhew of religion, 
true ſcriptural holineſs, of which they 
were entirely deſtitute ; and St Paul ſay; 
thoſe rites and ceremonies, which the Ju- 
daizing teachers impoſed upon the Colot- 
ſians, had in them the ſhew of wiſdom: ; 
they might appear conſidering their ia- 
ſtitution, and author, tlieir end and utiliiy 
'n times paſt, to be a neceflary part of re- 
ligion; but if any one mere maturely con- 
ſidered the import of the goſnel diipenſa- 
uon, he would ſoon be convinced they were 
entirely ſuperfluous, and therefore by no 
means that wiſe inſtitution they appeared 
to be; juſt ſo in the preſent caſe, men ap- 
pear to be what they are not, things ap- 
pear to be what they prove not, and va 
nity and emptineſs preſent themſelves on 
every ſide. It is natural for us to ſup- 
poſe, that the rich, and the great; the 
your g, and the beautiful; the proſperous, 
2nd the fortunate; are poſited of hap- 
pineſs; their tables are ſtored wirh plenty, 
their houſes are deccrartd with orna- 
me nts, and they appear in all the pomp 
and pride of diutinguiſhed life, their per- 
* 102? 
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lons are adorned with beautics, and clad 
wich all the elegance of faſhion and dreſs, 
they are admired for their gentility, conr- 
ted for their acquaintance, and careſſed for 
their wiſdom and graceful behaviour; 
ticic proſperous undertakings, and ſuc-— 
ceſsſul Enterprizes in all their ſchemes, 
make us Account them the darlings of 
providence, and the favourites of heaven. 
But alas! this is a vain ſhew, a mere out- 
Aide tlung, a perfect deception, for our 
,nfallible teacher afures us, a man's life 
conſiſts not in the abundance of the things 
he poſicſſes.“ Nis happineſs is not cir- 
cumſcribed by the circle of proſperity, 
nor confined within the limits of his earth- 
ly poſſeſſions. Inſtead of being that bleſ- 
ted creature he appears to be, it is not 
zmprobable but he is more miſerable than 
iboſe by whom he is envied. If we did 
but know the anxieties and fears, that 
poſes his mind, the turbulent paſſions, 
and violent agitations, that are exerciſed 
there, were we acquainted with his en- 
vies, jealouſies, hatreds, and reſentments, 
His dread of God's wrath, the accuſations 
of a guilty conſcience, and his horrible 
apprehenſions on his approaching diſſolu- 
non, could we peruſe the hiſtory of his 
diſaproinatments in love, his loſſes in trade, 


and 
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and a thouſand circumſtances in life he 
has paſſed through, we ſhould draw a 
different concluſion, and give into the 
ſentiment of the Pialmiit, chat he wajketh 
in a vain ſhew. 


2. He diſquicts himſeiſ in d Here 
we are taught the foily ot ail thoſe hurries. 
tumults, and diſquistudes that prevail in 
the world; men perplcx themielves about 
thinzs which their wiidom cannot com- 
prehend, nor their power eileét, not con- 
lidering that there is a God in heaven 
that ruleth over all che kingdoms of the 
earth, that preſideth over al! the wageiic 
hoſt, ſuperintendeth all the works of crea- 
tion, and unerringly conduéts what men 
call chance. If they were to remember 
that all their unreaſonable anxiety, and 
unneceilary care, cannot add one cubit to 
their ſtature,“ nor prevent one calamit 
wich providentially might befal them. 
If tkey were only to recollect, that the lat 
is caſt in the lap, but the diſpoſing there 
of is of the Lord, that promotion co- 
meth neither from the eaſt, nor from the 
weit, nor from the ſouth, but God being 
judge, he puiteth down one, and raiſeth 
up another, f according to the counſels of 
his own will ; they might frequently com- 
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mit their fears to the vind, and diveſt 
their minds of all choſe intolerable per- 
ple xities they are tormented by. But not 
knowing that the Almighty ſways the ſcep- 
tre of his authority over the creation, and 
does whatſoever he plcafſeth in the hea- 
vens above, in the earta bencath, in the 
ſeas, and in all deep places ; they fret and 
farizue themſelves like peopie beating 
the air, and wearying themſcives for very 
vanity, ſeeking what never exiſted, hap- 
pineſs in created good, imagining their 
chief comfort lies in the enjoyment of 
men's favour, and after all the pains they 
have taken, :2d the efiays they have 
made to oblige, honour, and procure the 
reiret of their acquaintance, and the 
world at large; they are ſtill diſreſpected 
bv ſome, and their names caſt out as evil by 
others, or they have placed their chief affec- 
tions and ſupreme happineſs upon a crea- 
ture, whoſe heart has long been engaged 
with another, and whoſe averiion to the 
lover renders it impoſhbie he ſhould cver 
merit her eſteem; or they ſuppoſe that 
ſolid ſatis, faction conſiſts in, and can only 
be found in the poſſeſſion of riches, there- 
fore they launch out into large ficlds of 
commerce, and trade by ſea and land, and 
diſquiet themſelves wich a world of un- 
nece lary 
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neceſſary cares, which can anſwer no 
purpoſe, unleſs that of diſturbing their 
fleep, diſtreſſing their minds, and complet- 
ing their miſery. The ſea ſays it is not in 
me, the deep ſays it is not with me, it can- 
not be gotten {or gold, neither ſhall filver 
be weighed for the price thereof. "This is 
the language of truth, but the truth is not 
in them.“ hey are given up to a ſtrong 
deluſion to believe a lie, who imagine 
that poſſeſſions and happineſs are ſy: no- 
nimous names: as our own Poet obſerves 


At beſt it babies us with endleſs toys, 
And keeps us children till we drop to duſt. 
As monkies at a mirror fland amazed, 
And fail to find what they ſo plainly fee, 
Thus men in ſhining riches, fee the ſace 
Of happineſs, nor know it is a ſnade, 
But gaze, and touch, and peep, and peep 
again, 
And wilh, and wonder, it is abſent ſtill. 


And thus men diſquiet themſelves in vain, 
beiog as far ſrom the expected enjoy- 


ment at me concluſion, as at te beginning 
of tlie purſu rt. 


„Ne hcapeth up riches, and Inowet!h 
170 5 fhal! gather them. there is an 
off 
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evil Solomon tells he had obſerved under 
the ſun, and a very common one, a man, 
to whom God hath given riches, wealth, 
and honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing 
tor his foul, of all that he deſireth, yet 
God giveth him not power to eat thereof, 
but a ſtranger eateth it.“ When men ac- 
quire any conſiderable portion of riches 
by their own induftry, it commonly em- 
ploys the principal part of their youthful 
and aftive days, ſo that age and infir- 
mities, a ſatiety of life, and a diſtaſte to 
its pleaſures, render them incapable of 
er joying the fruits of their induſtry them- 
iclres, and therefore we generally ſup- 
poſe their ſervices are devoted to the in- 
te reſt of their children, or ſome favourites 
whom they have adopted. If they have 
no ſuch motives of inducement, 1t argues 
the greateſt folly, as well as the groſſeſt 
;mpicty to hoard up treaſures upon earth. 
Such earth-worms can make no excuſe, 
but that of the old heathen 


At ſuave eſt magno tollere acervo. 


It affords me peculiar pleaſure to draw 
my ſuppiecs from an inexhauſtible ſtore.“ 


For 
Nec. vi. 2. 


——— — 
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For parents lawfully to provide for the 
comfortable ſupport of their children, ta 
ſettle them in ſome decent ſituation, or 
y for them ſome honeſt trade, is 

ighly commendable, and one poſſitive in- 
junction of chriitianity, Bot when the 
hoary hairs who are Zzoing down to the 
grave, it may be with forrow, when thoſe 
who have no apparem neceſſity for irs uſe, 
arc laboriouſly | neaping up tilver and gold, 
while the widow*s poverty, the orphan's 
neceſiity, the cries of the afllicted, and the 
groans of the diſtreſſed, come up againſt 
them, they demonſtrate themſelves the 
vileſt of mortals, and the moſt criminal of 
miſers, the excuſe of the blind heathen 


« Hac mente laborem ſeſe ferre, ſenes 
ut in otia tuta recedant, aiunt.“ 


Thoſe induſtrions mortals, ſay, they en- 
dure the fatigues of life with this inten- 
tion, that when the infirmities of old age 
overtake them, they may retire into quiet 
retreats, is only a decent covering for that 
parſimonious heart, which is hateful in 
the fight of both God and man. 


II. Proceed we to draw ſome inferences 
from the preceeding obſervations. 1 
I, SE 


r. We ſhould remember, we are decei- 
ved with the appearances of things, that 
happineſs in any created enjoyment, What- 
cver name it aſſumes, whatever dreſs it 
wears, is only a mere chimera, and in the 
nature of things has no exitence. While 
we arc Enetaie3 to God by wicked works, 
and ſtranger: tc the power of ſaving grace 


Let fortune, choice, or ation give, 
Vet none on eaith coutented live. 


Therefore fret not thyſelf becauſe of evil 
doers, neither envy the proiperity of the 
workers of iniquity, becauſe, however 
gay, proſperous, or rich, they have more 
inſupportable trials than you can ſuppoſe, 
and more real diitref{cs than you can ima- 
gine, being deſlitute of that faith which 
is of the ſpirit's operation, that chriliian 
love which caſteth out laviſh fear, and 
that peace and tranquility, which Jeſus 
bequearhs his diſciples; they are left a 
prey to unbelicf, wraih, and difquierude 
of ſoul, and in the midſt of their riot ex- 
perience a famine tor joy, while a man 
ſecks happineſs in any thing upon earth, 
as the Poet ſays 


Animum pictura paſcit inani. 
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tc He appeaſes his appetite with a plea- 
fing appearance.” I heretore my bre- 
thren, that you may not walk in a vain 
ſhew, remember, true felicity, and that 
happineſs which will ſupport you in af- 
fiction, attend you in adverſty, follow 
you through life, remove the fears and 
ſting of death, and remain with you for 
ever, is to be found in every ſtate and. 
ſtation, becauſe it is to be found in God; 
the apoſtle of the Gertiles had learned 
the incomparable art, and found out 2 
method to retain it in all his afli&ions, 
both mental and bodily, in all his perſecu- 
tions at home and abroad, in all his temp- 
tations from the fleth and the devil, [ 
have learned in whatever ſtate, therewith 
to be conteut;“ “ having faith in God's 
mercy, and all bis concerns being com- 
mitted into his hands, he was fully per- 
ſuaded whatever beſcl him, was for the 
furtherance of the goſpel, for the good of 
his ſoul,and for the glory of God. There- 
fore having food and raiment, neceſſaries 
fuitable to your ſtation in life, therewith 
be content. Be ye followers of Paul, as 
he was of Chriſt, and you ſhall poſſeſs in 
reality, what they only have in appearance. 
a 2. luſlead 


e Phil. iv. 11. 
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>, T1ftead of diſquieting ourſelres to ne 
pvcpoſe, we ſhould pray for a ſpirit of 
3CH "nation to all the dupoſals of that over- 
ruhig providence, which has determined 
che times be ſore appointed, fixed the 
bounds of cur habi:ations, * and pre- 
ordained every part of our experience 
through life; in his hands we ſhould lie 
paſſive, as clay in the hands of the potter, 
remembering, he hath ſaid “ I will never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee;“ + therefore 
we {ſhould be content with ſuch things as 
we have, being aſſured, the Lord is our 
helper in every diſficulty, trial, and temp- 
tation thrcugh which we are called to paſs. 
Why ſhould we be vexed at diſappoint- 
ments, and for the abſence of any expected 
enjoyment, ſorrow as men without hope, 
ſeeing we know not what a day may bring 
5orth ? Cannot the Governor of the uni- 
verſe, in the darkeſt ſeaſon, and the 
dulleſt day, diſperſe the ſhadow. chaſe 
away the clouds, and illuminate our hemiſ- 
phere in a moment, with the glories of 
the ſun? Why do we attempt to ſtem the 
tides torrent, to command the fun to ſtand 
ill upon Gibeon, or the moon, in the 
valley of A;aiou. ! Why do we preſume 
to alter the courſe of nature, and oppoſe 
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tte unalterable laws of fate? Attempts of 
en kind are not more prepoſterous, than 

conduct is irrational. unſcriptural, and 
es in thwarting the order of God's 
government in the world. Therefo e let 
us remember, ſahmiion muſt be wrote 
upoa all our undertakiags, plans, and con- 
tri ranges, If the Lord will, we will do Wes, 
or that.“ Our wiſdom being brought to 
nought, and our thoughts proved to be 
vain, let us adopt that mode of expreſſion, 
which ol! Eli has taught us. It is tlie 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth good in 
Lis ſi bt. * 


Since all the downward tracks of time, 
God's watchfull eve ſurveys, 

Ah! who fo wiſe to chaſe our lot 
And regulate our ways, 

Zince none can doubt his equal love, 
Unmeaſutably kind, 

To his unerring gracious will 
Be every with reſigned, 


2. Covet not riches, for they will maæe 
unio theinielyes wings, znd one day tw'© 
tneir everlaſtins flight, and he that Par- 
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£th to be rich, tay: "Soi omon, ipail rot de 


innocent, } the precipitancy of his 0, 
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te obtain riches, will betray the arari- 
ciouſueſs of his heart, and pronounce him 
guilty of covetouſneſs, which is idolatry. 
Again, they who will be rich, not they 
who take unlawful meaſures to accu- 
mulate wealth, and aggrandize their fa- 
milies, but they who deſire to be rich, fall 
into tempraticns, * are entangled in a 
fuare, and expoſed to many fooliſh, and 
nurtful luſts, which in the end drown men 
in perdition and deſtruction, which deſtroy 
their peace here, and ruin their ſouls 
hereafter, Hence it is properly called, 
the root of all evil, which, while ſome 
have coveted after, have erred from the 
faith, and have pierced themſelves through 
with many ſorrows.+ You ſee my brethren 
how many pernicious conſequences are 
attendant upon covetous deſires, they 
prevail upou the profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
io apoſtatize from the faith, bring ſorrows 
upon them, many ſorrows, and ſuch as 
are ſharper than a too edged ſword in 
piercing their inmoſt ſoul. Suffer there- 
fore I beſcech you, the word of exhorta- 
tion, and attend to the beloved diſciple's 
friendly admon'tion. Love not the world, 
neither the things of the world, becauſe 
f the love of the world reign predomi- 


nant 
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navt in your affections (which is only 2 
nother word for the worſhip ot the goc 
Mammony the love of the father is not ir. 
you,“ and it any man love not the Lor9 
Jeſus, the everlaiting Father, let him be 
anathema, maranatha.. Pray apainlt this 
dangerous evil, and let all the powers of 
your fouls be marſhalled in battle array 
to oppoſe it, as a very powerful enemy, and 
2 molt formidable toe. The love of mo- 
ney, has brought thouſands of anhappy 
mortais to an untimely end. The Jult ci 
glory and gold, has overturned ſtates, 
and ruined empires; and this ſpirinal ido- 
latry in every age has been Bebit icing us 
myriads to the infernal fames. If there 
fore this Mammon of anrighreoaſnueſs be 
committed to your tratt; 24e care it doe 
nct deprive you of the true riches, grace 
and glory, but convert it all io the pur 
poſes of chriſtian wor hip, be rich in gow; 
Works, abonnd in the Jitkrit uten Of yon 
Hiderelty, and mus evidence to the Word! 
at large, that your trealure is not uppen 
earth, but that you have laid up for your - 
{eives a good foundation, ag: aint the time 
to come, mat you may tay hol on cter- 
nal lite, + to do good 19 1he poor, und tn 
commauicate to the ncedy, hy 75 not, 
13 Lucs 
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knowing that ſuch ſacrifices are pleaſing 
in the fight of God, and remember, it 
is as much your duty, to viſit the ſather- 
leſs and the widows in their affliction, as 
ro keep yourſelves unſpotted from the 
world,+ being equally a part of pure and 
undefiled religion. Now to God the 
Father, &e. be eternal praiſe. Amen 
and Amen, 
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MATHEW Xiii. 45, 46. 


The kingdom of heaven tis like unto a mer- 
chant-man ſecking goodly pearls : who, 
when he had found one pearl of great 


h price, went and fold all that be had 
5 and boug ht it. 


HE. great teacher of the chriſtian 

religion according to the prophets 

prediction, opened his mouth ia parables, 

and in a parabolic way uttered things 

that were kept ſecret from the foundation 

1 of the world, i. e. be who ſpoke as never 
man ſpake, and whoſe wor i: was with 
9 power, communicate” his it ſtru ctions to 
his numerous a endes by familiar com- 
pariſons, ſuch 22 e adapte J to the 
me aueſt capacity, and iutelligible to che 
| moſt 
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moſt illiterate peaſant, that if any man 
was deſirous to do his will, and embrace 
the chriſtian faith, he might eaſily know 
the doctrine to be of God, and that he 
ipake not of himſelf. The principal ſtudy 
ct too many chriſtian miniſters, ſo called, is 
de roted 19 render cafy' things hard, plain 
thing>d:flicult, andthe moſt obvious wacks, 
the greateſf of myſteries; by aſtected 
nirs of mylticiſm, they would inſinuate, 
me depth of their experience; by the 
conſtant repetition of technical phraſes, 
they would hint the profundity of theie 
erudition; and thus preaching themſelves, 

they in fact deny Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; 
therefore God's people perith for lack of 
knowledge; but this great pattern of al! 
goſpe! miniſters made it his cluet concern 
and daily prattice to explain thirgs which 
before were never underſtood, in the 
plaineſt terms, and teach ine profoundeſt 
ſpiritual my: teries by ſuch natural images 
and material objects as foi} within the ob- 
ſervation of the moſt ignorant hearer. In 
this'chaprer he inſtructs the multitudes that 
attended his word, in the ſo em of Chriſ- 
tianity, by ſowing wheat, growing muſtard, 
making bread, digging the ground, and 
here in the text by making merchandiſe ; - 
all which illuſtrations are ſwple and na- 
tura!, 
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tural, and at rhe fame time tlie language 
neither ſorcid nor mean, though of the 
two extremes, a ilile, below a part of the 
audience will be more uſeful, than the 
theological bombait of too many popular 
divines, to the generality of hearets: 
Aud this is the ſemiment ot au old heathen. 


Sermones ego malle m, 
Repentes, per humum: 


I would rather chuſe a ſtile ſuitable to the 
meaneſt capacity: But let us conſider the 
words of our text. The kingdom of bea- 
ven, i. e. the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, may 
properly be repreſented by a merchant-man 
ſeeking goodly pearls in the ſeas, or upon 
foreign ſhores, who, as ſoon as he finds 
one to hispurpoſe, one which will ſefhcient- 
ly reward him for his trouble, compenſate 
his toil, and enrich his family, he immediate- 
ly expoſes to ſale his furniture and ſtock, 
to procure this valuable treaſure; juſt ſo, 
when any one finds him of whom Moſes 
in the law, and the prophets did write, 
Jeſus of Nazareth, who is the only trea- 
ſure hid in the field, the unſearchable 
riches, the pearl of great price, he ſells 
all his own righteouſneſs, which before be 
eſteemed more precious than gold, all his 

expeRations 
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expectations of honour from men, all His 
{-niual delights, andpleaſures of fn for a 
leaſon, and the language of his heart is 


Let earth aud all its trifles go, 
(Give me the Son of Ged to know. 
Give me the Son of God. 


But what I propoſe ſrom this text is 
to thew. 


I. Wherein Ehriſt may be compared to 
a pearl. 


II. Wherein they differ. 


III. Draw ſome inferences from the 
whole, and under theſe general heads we 
ſuall have ar opportuuny of enforcing : 
that doctrine, which 1h's parable was de- 
ſigned to teach, namely, the neceſſity of 
jorſaking all io be a diſciple. 


I. In what reſpect may Chriſt be com- 
pared to a pearl. 


1. Naturaliſts tell vs it is the wonderſul 
production of a ſhell fiſh, congea'cd into 4 
diaphanous ſtone, the fiſh opening its moutiz 
at certain ſeaſons, fills itſelf with water, 

. as 


( 


2$ its natural food, by means of which 1: 
grows pregnant, and at length it Erivgs 
forth tic pearl. The conception and o- 
rigin of Jeſus Chriſt was ſo wonderſul, 
that the fubrileſt philoſophers, and mol“ 
eminent divincs, are obliged to leave it 
among the © mylteria magna” of his un- 
jearchable counſels. And God maniſeſt 
in tlie fieſh, without all controverſy, wilt 
be acknowledged a great myſtery, while 
the world flands. All that we can poth- 
bly know concerning it. ie, what the engel 
told his mother Mary: The holy ghof! ſhall 
come_npoa thee, and the power of the 
}:;gbeft ſhall overſhadow thee; therefore 
alſo that holy thing, which ſhall be born 
of thee, ſhall be called the ſon of God.“ 
How myſterious! for the creature to be- 
come the mother of her Creator; ſor the 
Father everlaſting to take up his reſi- 
dence in the virgin's ſinful womb, and to 
enter our world in the way of all fleſh, is 
enough to confound ihe wiſdom, and puz- 
zle the ſagacity of ive moſt intelligent 
part of God's creation. | 


2. Pliny the hiſtorian, informs us, chat 
thoſe who would procure pearls, muſt ex- 
poſe them(ſclves to many dangers of the 
ſeas, and to thoſe moniters which —_— 

thoſe 
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thoſe part; where they are gencralty 
found. Be this as it may, thoſe who 
would find Chriſt, as the pearl of great 
price, mult willingly hazard their all, here 
upon earth, to obtain him. Sacred hiſ- 
tory reports that the apoſtles were men 
of ſuch magnanimous ſouls, that they haz- 
arded their lives for the name of the Lord 
Jeſus; that bonds and afiiftio1s were the 
moſt common and eaſy of their ſuſk-rings ; 
that hunger, nakednc[5, and the loſs of e- 
very earthly comfort, were their daily 
and couſtant attendants; and that perſc- 
cutions, tribulations, and d. ai hs ot the moſt 
barbarous kind, made a confiderable part 
of their melancholy experience, and were 
the only objects of their future expecta- 
tion; — and yet they endured as ſceing him 
who is inviſible, having an eye to this 
pearl, that recompence of reward, they en- 
dured the croſs, rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to fuer ſhame for his name, 
and eftcemed the ſufferings of this preſent 
time not worthv to be compared with the 
riches of ſuch an iavaluable treaſure ; and 
does not the conduct of the ancients 
expreſs the {ame ſentiment? Were not 
the prophets ſo perſecuted before them ?+ 
What ſcenes of miſery, diſtreſs and afflic« 
won did they prefer in their judgments, 


and 
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end denberately chuſe to endure witl 
the people of God, rather than enjoy the 
pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon ? The tir eur: 
of the Hebrews bears witneſs, There it i3 
recorded, that thoſe ancient vorthics ha! 
trials of Cruel moc lings, not only common 
eeriſion, but attended with the moſt violent 
and cruel treatment, they were ſcourged 
with great feverity, boznd hand and foot 
and caſt into priſon, were ſtoned to death 
ty the ſavage multiinde. They were 
fawn aſunder, a death, the bare naming 
of which is enough to make ones blood 
ran cold in ones veins. They were terp- 
zed to apoſtatize trom the faith with large 
rewards. They <ocre lain by the ſword 
with a great ſlaughter, they were baniſhed 
from all human ſociety, and neceſſitated to 
wander about, ſecking a ſabſiſtence c!5th- 
ed in ſheeps tine, and goats ins; being 
all they had to ſcreen them from the 

pinching froſts, falling ſhowers, and ſtorm 
blaſts, de/tizute of friends, afflicled with po- 
verty, and tormented by their inhuman per- 
ſecutors, and yet, «hen they were thus tor- 

mented, they would rot acceft of doliverance, 
hat they mught obtain a better reſurrecti ot, 
they loved not their lives unto death, that 

they might finiſh their courſe, ond Wit 
Chri#, this pearl of great price; and all 
ly ne 
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635 %i! ire godly in Chriſt Jeſus, whe 
witli ohrain that faith which is more pre- 
cious than gold, that Saviour, who is the 
icheſt pearl the ocean of God's love pro- 
duceth, muil be willing to ſorfeit his good 
;eputation, to facrifice his pleaſurable 
and profitable ſins, to expoſe himſelf to 
toe frowns of the world, the rage of rhe 
devil, and to ſettle it in his mind, that 
here upon earth he ſhall have tribulation, 
the winds will blow againſt, and the rains 
will fall upon that houſe, 


2. There is great difficulty in finding 
pearls, they uſually lying at the bottom of 
the water, muſt be ſought for with great 
diligence, or they cannot be found; juſt 
jo is it with our ſearch after Chriſt. No 
pains muſt be ſpared, no ſtone muſt be 
jeft unturned, and no probable place muſt 
Ve neglected, for many will ſeek, and ſhall 
not be able ro find,* many will ſay, Lord, 
Lord, and never enter the kingdom, and 
many more will run well ſor a ſeaſon, but 
afterwards ſuffer ſatan to hinder them,! 
and ſtop ſhort of the prize. My brethren, 
it is not a formal attendance on religious 
duties, nor a careleſs enquiry, who will 
new us any good, that will ever obtain 
this pearl. The woman who having loſt a 

piece 
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piece of ſilver, lights a candle, ſweep? 
Every corner, and remits not her ſearcl: 
til! che ſinds 1:;* and the e, 
widc cr Wao vawearicdly feeks redre 
from the unjuſt judge, till he avrenges . c 
of ber adverſary are lively « deſcript:: 
of mot zeal, which is neceſſary in our 
fearct; after Chriſt, and Izoliefs, and 112 22 
ven. Thoſe ſervants who are ſlalifu- 
vill never find Chritt ; chriſtians who grow 
wears 14 <1 doing, will : never obtain ho- 
uncls : ard 797 [tumbering and Jieeping 
profeſſors whom our Lord calls fooliſh vir- 
gins, will find no entrance into the king 
dom of heaven. If we would fucceed in 
our endeavours, we muſt firſt teek the 
kinzdom of God, it muſt be our chief 
buſineſs, and principal care; the Whole 
ſoul muſt be engaged in it, as the Plalmilt 
hiuts, when he ſays, Bleſſed are they Fe 
do his commandments, aud ſeek bim wit! 
the whole heart, they are bleſſed be- 
cauſe tlicy arc ſure to find. If thou Sola 
don, my fon, thus ſeek him, he will be 
found of thee.S This is that giving of all 
diligence to work gur our ſalvation, the 
apoſtle Ipeaks cf, that 0 is enter in 
at the firaight gate the infallible teaches 
has an eye to, and that earneſt contentien 
G 2 for 


®* Luke xv. 3. 1 Luke xvii. s, +} Pla. ciix. 2. 
5 Chron, axvili. 9. 
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fer the fait may include the fame thing? 
Therefore, thoſe perſons who find theiz 
religion Withcut any difficulty, and become 
rich, and increaſe in ſpiritual goods with- 
Out any trouble, convince us their Chriſ- 
rianity is only imaginary, and their pre- 
tenſions to ſanctity without any foundation. 
It being a herd thing to enter into the king- 
dom, A rar rew way that leadeth to life, and 
{0 remote from the ways of the world, 
that very fcw ever find it. We may read 
the whole goſpel, and never ſee Chriſt ; 
receive the ſacramental bread, and never 
taſte Chriſt ; and be chriſtians in all exter- 
nal points, and yet deſtitute of Chriſt in 
20 the hope of glory. This is a pearl which 
can ouly be ſound by thoſe, who with the 
apoitle, are determined to know nothing 
but Chriit, and him crucified,* 


4. Pearls may be ranked among the 
molt valuable, and the richeſt of all mer- 
chandiſe, and is not Chriſt the unſpeakable 
gift of God, the richeſt and moſt valuable 
vleſſing he ever beſtowed upon the world? 
dio mention thall be made of coral or of 
pearls, the price ot this wiſdom ot God, 
being far above rubies, the topaz of 
Fthiopia tall not equal it, neither thall 
it be valued with the pure gold, f To 


them 
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them that believe, ſays the apolite, 62 . 
precivus, he is the pearl of great price, 
their unſearchable riches, the {ubltance 
of their enjoyments in time, and their 
portion for ever, What Vleihngs upon 
eart.: do mortals enjoy comparable to 
Chriit, what inſtance of divine munifi- 
cence can be put in competition with the 
Zirt of his only begotten Son ? The ſoul 
wita which our lives are ſupported is 4 
very ſingular mercy, but Jeſus is beaver!” 
bread, of which, whoſoever cateth ſh: 
neue: die, but nave everlaſting life; the 
Water With which cur thirſt is quenched, is 


a pecaliar gift from God, but Chritt, is 4 
7. 


Fountain of br: ng WOaltrs, of Wulich, 04 52 


4er drineltfh, all thir/? no more for the 
* le aſure ES of 7 ae The Tait cnt we Wear, 
is a COUUGEFADL2 part Vi our temporal fa- 
ours, but Chriſt is a covering for Lotti. 
body and font. 2 garment lays inſpiration 
uu ere 2 ii, and that garment of 
2: 55 er 350 /p rit of beaving/s Iſaiah 
ines ; of, an. uhen all other clothing, 
Wwaxeth bid, zpd becomes vicleſs, we al! 
male a ſplendid appearance in thus, be- 
tore God's tirune, and an ianu:nerable 
COM any 1 «90:2, The light is cet, ar! 
11 12 2 2162 22 ting for 112 . to Hud 
be , take ats very uſeiul and va- 
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able 11:ing3, but Chriſt is the true light, 
the light of lite, and the ſun of righteoul- 
nuſs, who illuminates not only the natural, 
but alſo the ſpiritual and eternal, the ru- 
tional and the angelic world. The liſe 
we lire in the body, is a very precious 
ning, and the foul and ſubſtance of every 
other ergoyment, but the favour of God 
ja the 85 ft of Chriſt, is beiter than life, 
and a TO as more conſumuate pleaſure, 
_ 4: its productions, Beauty, youth, 

ches, wiſdom, honor, and power arc 
deſirable things, but Chriſt is more to be 
deſired than they all, and well might the 
apoſtle conclude, if he withheld not his 
Son, but freely delivered him up for us all, 
how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give 
us all things? “ If he delivered up his Son, 
which was the ſtrongeſt expreſſion of his 
love, he could poſſibly give, and the richeſt 
bleſing we could poſlibly receive, it is 
eaſy to infer he will withhold from us no 
manner of thing that is good; well might 
the aſtoniſhed and beloved diſciple cry 
out, Behold, what,manner of love the Father 
haih beſtowed upon us In this gift all 
other gifts are included, in this bleſſing 
ai other bleſſings are exceeded. 


5. Although 
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e. Although pearls are ſuch valuable 
things, there are many who have no idea 
of their worth, and therefore, chen in 
thoſe parts where they are found, make 
po ſearch aſter them; although Chriſt | 13 
io infinitely, and tran!cendeatly precigue, 
the riches both of time and eternity, tow 
few ſeck after him, how many neglect 
him, and are no more concerned about 
him, than if there was ro ſach ame un- 
der hecven, no ſuch treaſure upon earth, 
who gire the preference to any ſenſual 
enjoyment, When the Sasicur of tb: 
world tabernacled here upon earth, there 
Were many u ho could fee no form engag- 
ing, ner beauty to be deſired in him, and 
therefore he was deſpiied, ard rejected of 
men, and we hid as it were our faces 
from him.“ He was oi ſo little note, cr 
reputation, While he dwelt amongſt us, 
that we read“ He was in the world, and 
the world was made ty him, and the 
world krew him not,” + he cultivated no 
2cquaintance among the great ones of the 
earth, and indeed he has little fellowſhip 
with them to this day, not many wiſe 
men after the fleſh, not many mighty in 
power, not many noble in rank are 
cailed,? thoſe generally paſs by Chriſt, 
in his members, as unwortby of notice, 


and 
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and treat both him, and his goſpel, with 
the utmeſt indifierency; and is not this 
the caſe with the bulk of the chriſtian 
world, who have been baptized in his 
name. They may proteſs more veneration 
for his perſon, and more regard to his 
au, vet in the tenor of their conduct, it 
evideuily appears that they are as little 
-oncerned for his honour as the reſt. Their 
res are fanned with iniquity, their hearts 
ec ater their coveiouſneſs, and their 
nünds are given to earthly things. If 
tney are not {o much ſold to their ſenſes 
as thoie belly :doiaters, who are enquiring 
c221102c)t7, what ſhall we eat, and what 
ſtall we nk, and wherewithal ſhall we 
be cicthed? yet it appears they have very 
tie relich for the word of truth, very lit- 


te taſte for the bread of life; hence when 


his ſervants are ſent out at ſupper-time to 
invite thoſe vhom he might have expec- 
ted, from: cheir own expreſſions of friend- 
Gp and gcod will 10 him, all with one 
conſent begin to make excuſe, one has 
teen buying cattle, another has been 
turchaſing land, a third has entered into 

a itate of conjugal felicity,* and theſe are 
ee ed fuſhcient reaſons w hy Chriſt ſhould 
ſap by himſelf, and their ablerce ſheuld 
be excuſed. I lay, Low many neglect this 


pearl 
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pearl of great price? If the aboundings 
of iniquity is any proof of it, how does it 
abound ? Witneſs the number of public 
and private brothels that almolt every vil- 
lage is replete with. Witneſs the multitude 
of blaſphemers that croud our ſtreets, 
and the ſwarms of infidels that over- 
ſpread our land, who have not God in 
all their thoughie. If the negle of di- 
vine ordinancts, and the contmpt cf re- 
ligious inſtitutions be any proof, how 
many tbonſands ia every populcus town 
in this chriſtian Kingdom, are there who 
not only turn their backs upon bis table, 
but Who entirely negleét his houſe cf 
prayer? whie 100 many of thoſe who do 
give their attendance, draw near him with 
their lips, while their hearts are far from 
him ; and with how much contempt is the 
ſimplicity of the goſpel treated, not only 
by Jews, Turks, and Pagans, bur by thoſe 
who are called after his name? How many 
polite chriſtians deny the Godhead of the 
Lord that bought them? and how many 
more ſelf- ſufficient chriſtians ſappoſe, luis 
atonement unneceſſary, on the ſcore of 
their own obedicace ? In ſhort, were we 
to ſelect all the exceptionable profrſſors, 
irom the true church, we would be con- 
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frained to exclaim, many are called by 
Bis name here, but few will be choſen to 
Eis glory herea:rcr, 


6. Pearls are a fplendid brightneſs, 
racy {ive with ſingular tranſparency, and 
are jewels of a pecuhar peitacid luſtre, 
and is not Chriſt, the pearl concerning 
which we are ſpesking, the brightneſs of 
the Father's giorv, whoic luſtre ecliples 
and cverinadows the moon, confounds 
the brighteſt ſtar, ard envelopes the fun ia 
midaight darkneſs Hence as 7be light 
camel cut of the ea, aud ſlint:h unto 
tne weſtern climee, ſo ball the coming of 
toe gon of man be, he ſhall 1iumine cur 
hemiſphere, and dilaſe his glory through 
all the habitable globe, for every eye ſpall 
ſee him, and all Heſb ſball behold the glory 
„the Lord tegetber, and in the Jeruſalem 
above, there is no need of the fun to diſ- 
perſe the ſhadows, and exhilerate the in- 
habitants with the bleihngs of day, for 
the glory of the Lord does lighten it, and 
the Lamb are the light thereof.“ His 
bright and illuſtrious preſence will ſupply 
the ſun's place, and ſupercede its neceſſity. 
Ihe apoſtle tells us, a fight of his moſt 
dazzling glory, ſo aſſected his frame, and 
overpowered his humauity, that he fell 

at 
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at his feet as a dead man, for his coun- 
tenance was like the ſun ſhining in its full 
ſtrength.“ Look at his countenance and 
tell me if he is not the faireſt among ten 
thouſand, rhe brighteſt morning ſtar which 
ever aroſe, the molt glorious ſun which 
ever ſhone, and the molt traniparen: pearl 
which you ever ſaw. Thoſe of you who 
have eyes to diſcern will preſently anſwer 
in the affirmative. 


7. They need no other riches who find 

a pear!, and they who find Chriſt in the 
heart, the hope of glory, have no neceſſity 
for any thing elſe, with him they poſſc ſa 
all things, all the ſupplies their wants re- 
quire, all the happineſs their capacities 
will contain, and all the bleſſings, which 
wiſdom, power, or riches can procure for 
them; he is infinite wiſdom, omnipotent 
power, and unſearchable riches. What 
can that ſoul lack that poſſeſſes Chriſt ? He 
is bread to appeaſe their hunger, water to 
quench their thirſt, wine to chear their 
hearr, a cordial to revive their ſpirits, and 
an infallible remedy for all their diſeaſes ; 
be is raiment to preſerve from the 
cold, a habitation to reſt in at niglit, and 
a ſhade to cover them by day; he has in- 
exbauſtible treaſures to enrich them, in- 
numerable 
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numerable honours to confer upon them, 
and eternal life in his own gift. I ſay, what 
can they want whoexperimentally can ſay, 
the Lord is my portion? Do they need 
tne common diverſions and amuſlemenrrs 
of life, to preſerve them from lowaeſs of 
ſpirits, and nervous complaints? No, te 
rejoice evermore. Do they want the ple f 
fures of ſin for a ſeaſon? No, they erin , 
full draughts of thoſe which endure for- | 
ever. Do they want property to make 
them men of conſequence, and figure in 
the world? No, Chriſt who was rich for 
their ſakes, become poor, and they, throvgh 
his poverty have become rich.—It they are 
aſſaulted by the fiery darts of temptation, 
he is a ſhield. If they are oppoſed by their 
enemies, the name of the Lord is a ſtrong 
tower. If they are purſued by the avenger 
of blood, the Lord Jeius is à city of refuge. 
Do they want grace, he is grace and ftrength 
zo help in all times of need. Dothey want 
glory, he is glory. In one word, it is im- 
poſſible they ſhould have one want unſup- 
plied, whether temporal, ſpiritnal, or cter- 
val, if Chriſt be theirs, ſeeing the earth is 
his, and rhe fulneſs thereof, and he is the 
heir of all things, whick are in hcaven, and 
which arc upon earth, and therefore I 
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mall conclude this particular in thoſ= 


words of St Paul, all things are yours if 
ye are Chꝛiſts. 


II. Wherein they do differ. 


1. Pearls are of earthly original, but 
Chriſt is the Lord from heaven. He who 
is above all, came from above; although 
Joſeph was his father, it was only ſo re- 
puted, and Mary his mother, it was only 
in reſpect of his humanity ; as the apoſtle 
obſerves, he who aſcendcd into heaven, 
1s the ſame who deſcended from abore. 


2. Pearls cannot make their proprietors 
happy; nay, it often happens that thoſe 
who poſſeſs moſt of the riches of this 
world are leaſt bleſt by it, but all who 
are poſſeſſors of Chriſt, of grace, and holi- 
neſs, are happy, completely ſo, deſiring 
nothing as an angmentation of their plca- 
ſure, or as an addition to their joy. 


5. Pearls may be ſold, and no fin com- 
mitted ; nay, very much to the advantage 
of the proprietor, but we muſt not imazine 
that we may thus make merchan te of 
th pearl of great price. Will ro: thoſe 
Who ſell Chrilt, 9 the unpardonable 

1 ſin 
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„cn lath never forgtweneſa, neither 
ile world, nor in the world to come“ 


aud will they not be eternal loſers by the 
bargain; 


. Pearls may be broken to pieces and 
tome to nothing, bur Chriſt is the ſame 
vePrrdav, to day, and for erer. He has 
been bruiſed by his perſecutors, but they 
could not injure his real worth; not- 
withilanJlipg all his reproaches, lripes, 
iccnrges, and ſuſteringe, he ſtill ſtands pot- 
ſe led of all ibe perfettions, properties and 
iirtues, he pcſlefied from the beginning. 


III. What inferences can we draw from 
1c whole? 


1. Nappy are they who find this pear), 
into them pertain rhe covenants, the 
ry, and the promiſes. 1 hey are in co- 
£1221 With a fin pardoning God, ordered 
things, and ſure ; bleſt with the glory 


of redceming grace, and unto them all 


ide promiſes of the ſcriprure are, yea and 
mer, the life that now is, they have al- 
1Eady in poſteſon, and in heaven they 
have a beiter, and a more enduring ſub— 
'?ance, an inheritance incorruptible, un- 
uc ned, and tant fadeth not away. 

2. They 
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2. They are certain, ftrangely inf: 
tuared who will ac! foil ail their pettetion 
avon earth, to purchaſe this pearl; and 
all thoſe perſous ho are ſesbing Lappi- 
neis in tlas w. rid. iudepenlient o: tue 
picofures and hapzinals of true religo 
are preferiag tue hac ow before Vac Luis 
fiance, arty before heaven, things tem- 
poral bejore things eternal, and in fakt, 
eternal damnaticu beſore erertalting life, 
and herein does tne ignorance, and folly 
of all theſe who neglect theic great la- 
vation g Co, 


2. We was are bie vu this. un 
f:archabic riches, ſuoual cicem it very 
highly, I do not wean tliat we nawvit ove. 
tame ourſelves, und deſpiſe others M uon 
we tupvole to be less rich in tein 
tliings, but that we ſhouid ſet a iis! vaio 
upon Chrilt. ard give him al; the giory tha: 
ts dur to his uae ; as lie is our „rophet, 
we ſhow! d attend to his inſtrustichs; beitte 
one prieſt, we fluwd depend upon lis a- 
tonemeut; and as vir King, we ſnould fulz- 
mit to ivs authority, Wemuft reprore au * 
vppole his enemies, delchd aud Support 
lis friends, aud daily make mention, that 
iis name be Exaired. We Pao lng his 
praiſes with the ſpirit, read his word wit 

2 Coulon. 
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devotion, and obſerve his ordinances with 
the greateſt conſtancy. So ſhall we walk 
worthy of our holy vocation upon earth, 

aud at laſt, join the redeemed in heaven, 
to ſpend an eternity in celeſtial ſtrains. 
Amen. 
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Ji E spoſile has been r-aſoniro uni 
1 the Corinthians reipetins the ime 
propriety, and irregularu, of their con- 
t,, iu allociating with heatlienidelators, 
wavle principles they would two naturaliy 
abibe, and Waoie prattifes thev would 
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with them, than righteouſneſs has with 
unrighteouſneſs; no more communion 
than light with darkneſs ; no more con- 
cord, than Chriſt with Belial ; no more 
agreement, than the temple of God with 
;'ols; whole temple ye are, for he hath 
laid, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them ; and I will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my people.” I here fore on this 
he grounds the ſtrength of this argu- 
mem, come out, and be ſeparate, that 
the Lord may receive you, acknowledge 
you for his people, and proclaim himſeif 
the Lord your God. 


vil be their God. This is the moſt 
comprehenſive clauſe in the Bible, the 
moit precious ſentence that was ever pro- 
nounced, and the moſt glorious promiſe 
that was ever made. This text implies 
the ſubitance of all oid and new Teſtament 
bleſſings, and may properly be conſidered 
as a ſummary, of all thoſe great, exceeding 
great, and precious promiſes, witli which 
the ſcriptures abound. H his promiſe was 
the ground of Abraham's hope, theſtrength 
of Jacob's ſtaff, rhe ſource of Joſeph's 
glory, the virtue of Moſes's rod, the vic- 
tories of Joſhua's ſword, and the honour 


of David's crown; it has always Leen to 
God's 
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God's people, riches in poverty, proſperi- 
ty in diſtreſs, health in ſickneſe, liberty in 
bondage, nay, life in death. I will be cheir 
God, how charming the ſuund, it will dry 
up tlie ſorrows of an age, and exhilerate 
with everlaſting conſolation, the moſt de- 
jetted of men; the dead hear it, and ſtart 
into exiſtence ; the living hear, and are 
alive for evermore. Without any force 
upon the words, we may caſily make 
them ſpeak the following language ; I, 
who profeſs myſelf Lord of heaven and 
earth, and the proprictor of the creation, 
who formed light, and created darkneſs, 
who ſtretched out the heavens like a cur- 
ta!n, and laid the foundations of the earth, 
who ſpread the north over the empty 
ſpace, and hung this ponderous globe 
upon nothing; 1, who made Arcturus, and 
Orion, the Pleiades, and the chambers of 
the ſouth, who removeth the mountains 
and they know rot, and overturneth them 
in mine anger, who ſhaketh the earth out 
of her place, and the pillars thereof trem- 
ble; l, who command the ſun and Le 
riſcth nor. and ſealeth up the itars ; I, who 
alone ſpread abroad ihe expanſive air, and 
tread upon the waves ot the ſea; I, who 
ſupport univerſal exiſtence, by the word 
of my power, and who can annihilate ten 
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touſand worlds, with the leaſt intimatior: 
of my ſorgreign pleaſure; I, who fill im- 
menſty with my effenc2, and ſurve 'y all 
cternity wich one comprehenſive glance, 
will be their God; I, who manifeſted my- 
;.if of old to my choſen, as a Godot 
wercy and grace, who appeared to Abra- 
aum my ſtiend, ſelected him from his fa- 
er's lamily, and called him out of tlie 
end of his nativity, to eſtabliſh my wor 
UP in his hovſe, and make a covenant 
wit! h his iced for ever; to multiply their 
ee er as the ſtare, and preſerre them tc 
A.! generatlone, Wie reuswed this cove- 
nan: wit laat and Jacob, his children; 
and e my oat!h to Joie; Dh in a foreign 
uad; 1, who was mads knova unto M cs 
in a bliziag Laſh, and commiſſioned him 
to redeem my "rac from tne hand of 
range children; who dried up the fea, 
for their Za alien; aud made the rocks 
ſoring water, and the beavens rain bread 
fr their iupport ; |, who brouglit His vine 
tp from Egypt, cat cut tlic eit! em end 
} lautedeit la; ia a lend laing with mi k 
and honey, Wacrec i {cd them with, bicad 
to the fall, aud made their cup run over 
with joy; I. wi exiled David my fer- 
vant, to the honours of a throne, . 
ſollo xiag th: exes gra: With young 3 . 
pref. 
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p-:ſerved Daniel in a lions den, and my 
ier yants in the midſt of a fiery furnace; J. 
no many a time forgave the ipiquity of 
my people, and did nor itir up all my 
wrath; who was in the midſt of the 
church in the wilderneſs, who bare with 
their manners, and carried their loads all 
the days of old, will be their God, I, who 
have in the fulneſs of time viſited, and re- 
deemed my people; who have raiſed up 
an horn of ſalvation for them, in the houſe 
of my ſervant David, as I fpake by my 
holy prophets, which have been ſince the 
world began, that they ſhould be ſaved 
from their enemies, and the hand of 
all that hate them; I, who now have per- 
formed the mercy promiſed to their fa- 
thers, and remembered my holy cove- 
nant, the oath which I ſwore unto their 
father Abraham, and his ſeed for ever; 
who have ſent my Son to finiſh tranſ- 
greſſion, make an end of ſin, and bring 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs; I, who for- 
give the diſobedient, pardon the guilty, 
cleanſe the unholy, provide for the ne- 
ceſſitous, defend the oppreſſed, maintain 
the right of the fatherleſs and widow ; 
and am a very preſent help in trouble, 
will be their God, their covenant God, 
their fin pardoning God, their ſoul heal- 


ing 
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inz Cod, their want-ſupplying Go4, 
their prayer-hearing God, their life-pre- 
ſerving God, and their heaven providing 
God. But 


I. We hall attempt to ſhew to whom 
ne promiſe Was made, by deſetibing 
their charaQers. 


II. Who: is impiicd in it, and how he 
proves himſelf to be their Cod, and 


I. To whom was this incomparable pro- 
£ made. Th * Lakes 
mite made? The Jews vere uzcountedly 
the fr? inlecitors of it, for we find i: 
recorded in the book of Jeremiah xxxi. 
33. Tais is the covenant that I will 
make with the houſe of Iſrael; after thoſe 
days, fail tie Lord, I wil put my law 


zu their inward parts, and write it in their 


hearts; and will be their God, and they 
Hall be my people.“ After thoſe days, 
after their oppreſuon, bondage, ſlavery, 
and inthralment in Chaldea, where they 
were puniſhed ſeventy years for their for- 
mer iniquity. But this prediction may 
refer, as undoubtediy it does, to the goſ- 
pel diſpenſation ; when the partition wall 
ſhall be broken down, aud there ſhall bc 
one fold and one ſhepherd, when Jew? 

alic. 


i- 
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and Gentiles, ſhall be incorporated inte 
one body, worſhip one God. and compruic 
the ſame church; hence the apot ie her: 
applies it to the corverte3 Corinthians. 


Confc quently the pr. mite does wot helou,s 


to any particular nation; bar to charar 
ters, ci a particular deicription in every 
nation. Bur let us att: nd to them ws here 
zudire dly deſcribed by St Paul. And 


1. They are ſeparated from the world, 
and this is the condition on which he 
promiſes to receive them; be you ſepatate 
ind Iwill receire you, ſaith the Lord; 
Separation from the world, ſignifies an 
entire di;approbation of all all its unlaw- 
{ul pleaſures, diſhoneit gains, and unſetrip- 


turel practices; and implics a ſtate of ex- 


cluſion from their connexions, converſa- 
tions, 2nd ſocieties; their ſouls come not 
into their aſſemblies, and theic Bonor is 
not uniied with chem. 


2, They are converted to he chriſtian 
religion, hence the apoſtle ſpeaks unto 
them as his children, calls hem believers, 
and pronounces their bodies temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt. They were begotten again 
through the miniltration of the goſpel, to 
a lively hope, of an incortuptible inberi- 

tance, 
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1ance, profeſſed adherents to the doctrine, 
advocates for the cauſe of Chriſt, ang 
actual partakers of the divine nature; by 
which they ovght to eſcape the pollutions 
of the world through luit ; which expe- 
rience, and attainments, are manifeitly 
implied in theſe ſcriptural appellations. 
Bat to ſpeak more plainly and intelligibly, 
the promiſe in the text, is the property 
of all thoſe chriſtians, who honor the di- 
vine Being as a father, fear him as a 
maſter, worſhip him as a ſpirit, believe 
in him as a Saviour, and glorify him as 
their God. Therefore as the Pſalmiſt 
ſays, Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe 
things, even they ſhall underſtand the 
loving-kindneſs of the Lord.“ In this 
precious promiſe, I will be their God. 


II. What is implied in this promiſe, 
and how does he prove himſelf their 
God, 


1. He will be their covenant Gad, 
their unchangeable friend, and eternal be- 
neſactor. They are conſidered as the 
ſpiritual children of Abraham, and the 
true and proper deſcendants of him, in 
whom all the nations of the earth were 
to be bleſſed; conſequently his infallible 
word 
® Pſa. cvli. 23. 
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word of piomile, and bie immutable ofa 
of confirmation, bind him to acknowletpe 
them for his children, ſopport them @3 
bis dependents, preferve them as his pro- 
perty, and honor them as his heirs. I his 
is every way conſiſtent with the tenor of 
the covenant of promiſe, called an excr- 
laſing covenant, a covenant of peace 
whici. ſhall never be broken,“ and in- 
cluſive of all the mercies which were 
n. ade ſure io his ſervant David. The 
ordinary ſgn or feai of vhica under the 
law, was circumciſion, but row water 
baptiſm is ſubſtituted in its place, as an 
outward and viſible emblem of that men- 
tal purification which his ſpirit effects in 
all that believe, who alone are partakers 
of the thing ſigniſied, and baptized withthe 
Holy Ghoſt, ard with fire. And before 
ſuch ſouls can periſh, his faihbiulneſs 
rauſt fail, his covenant muſt be broken, 
the thing muſt be alrcred which has gone 
out of his mouth, lis holineſs by which 
he has ſworn muſt be viclared, and he 
convicted of lying unto David ;t which 
impoſſibilities afford matter of Hrn con- 
ſolation to all who have fled for rciure, 
to lay hold on the hope ter before rhenn, 
But does not this promite teach us that he 
will be 
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2. Their fin pardoning God. We 
ave all tranſgreſſed his law, and broken 
our covenant en2agements, deſtroved oure 
ſenes by means of fin, and diſhonorcd 
vor Maker with an unholy converſation ; 
but our daily and conſtant experience, 
and the innumerable inſtances of divine 
muniſicence conſtrain us, in gratitude 10 
adopt the prophets interrogation z Who 
is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and paſteth by the tranſgreſſion 
of the remnant of his heritage? he re- 
taincth not his anger ſor ever, becauſe 
he delighteth in mercy,“ and Nehemiah's 
tellimony to the fame truth confirms m 
propoſition, for although the houſe of 
Tiracl was a diſobedient houſe, refuſed to 
obey his commandments, were unmindful 
of the wonders he wrought among then, 
tardened their necks, and were unwilling 
to tubmit to his eaſy yoke, nevertheleſs 
{avs this great reformer of the Jews, and 
reſtorer of divine worſhip, Thou art a 
Gd, ready to pardon, gracious and mer- 
citul, flow to anger, and of great kind- 
neſs.+ This deſcription of Iſrael's God 
correſponds with our pait and preſent ex- 
veti-uce of the God of the chriſtians, 
and proves lum to be the ſame Being, 
ou known Ly a different name. None 

on 
Mic. vii. 18, 7 Nchem. iz. 17. 
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of us can underſtand our error, or na. 


au enumeration of aur ſecret (arts, and 
yet thrau- TH inſinice morcy ont lires are 


ſpace, our jiuiquity blotted gut, a3 
ſal vation ſecuted. This tou not 
courage us to ſin that 2race may abo =, 
or turn ius Sracions overtures of meren, 
into a wanton and licentious converſation: , 
yet if any eliridtian man loud fn, row, 
he violence of tempration, through the 
pravaleney of corruption, or through ſud— 
den ſurprize, it mould remind us, we liave 
an ad v 2cate with the Father, Jeius Cori 
the righteous,“ Tho is the great prop! 
tiatory tacrihce for the fins ot the Whole 
world. And it is a truth ct undoubted cer- 
tainty, if 1 children joriake bis ax, and 
walk not in his judgments, he Will vitit the: 


trantgreſuons V,1Cil A rod, and be ir m- 
iquities with ſtripes, nevertbele/7, i . 


* 
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kindneſs, he ui never take from ws nt! 
was it not for the no wicige e lv 
hig unbounded companion, 3 Tho is anl. 1 


I 


and juſt ro forgive us our ſins, (ur blogs - 
ing hopes would foun be cguvertzd inn 


& 4 


Nack Jeſna air, and onr I av inn progre LH, 


3 
Don come 19023 3 * Fer Sow far from ili. 
7 
helineſs to which we ar: called bos 
* 
N 8 3 a — — — * 2 . - 3 
cliritian vocation, are even me regte. 


2 1 4 EH pes 2 % *% 
in the Kiag 4om Gf learea? Suppoſin 


D > XT W494 2% 
na Dy CPI 14. 
1 2 WS 


Ich ii. 1. 


106 


we are preſerved from the enormous 
tranſgreſſion, how many wanderings in 
duty? how much colineſs and languor 
"1 car devotions? and how great is our 
1:107a2ce of him, whom to know is eter- 
nlite? ow many needleſs fears, anxious 
coats, and worldiy cares, is our happi- 
lz interrupted by, and obſtructed with? 
Ie often is our communion with the 
jwarce of bliſs omitted, our private ad- 
reſſes to his throne prevented, and our 

mot honourable ſervices ſtained, either 
with the love of the world, or an inordi- 
nate attachment to ſome favourite object? 
How many trifling and inſignificant ex- 
preſſions pollute our lips? How many 
foolith and childiſh diverſions defile our 
hands? and how much of our precious 
time, 1s either conſumed in criminal idle- 
neſs, or employed to ſome unprofitable 
purpoſe ? How often has unmortified an- 
ge” broke forth into all the violence of 
paton ? uncruciſied affections into the 
flames of concupiſcence, and unhumbled 
pride into all the vanity of a gay world ? 
What glaring inſtances of the power of 
corruption are we ſurrounded with, even 
ic the regenerate, and does our own ex- 
perience afford, which would exclude us 
trom all hope of ſalvation, did we not 
know 


ven 
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Know that their is mercy with bim that he 
may be feared, and plentecus redempstidu 
for che children of men.“ But docs not 
this promiſe encourage us to Apes a ge- 

iverance from chis body of {in aud death, 
and explicitly deciar2 


3. He will he their ſoul lating God, 
Sia has defated the beanty, deſpo;led the 
image, and corrupted the nature of that 
ſoul, which was crauted iu rightesuſfaeſe 
and tru: holinele; f ba that ic may be 1s 
2 us, as David's eremies ſaid of lim, 2, 

1 d ſenjs cleavety 720 une US : 7 add. 

eds ids malignant influenges thong e 
Very Parts infeting every reatoning facu 
ty, and every animal paſuon. But or phi- 
Leian of ve ſue, can perſoct'y reſtore us to 
our prianive health, and teach us in the 
rapturous ical of the royal peaman, to 
ſummon all gur rattomed powers to ce- 
Perg redec ming grace, Hing, Bleis tlie 
orc, O our f Duls, and forget nor ail lus 
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„Dall be clean :* He will cleanſe the blocd 
that te hath not cleanſed, fir the Lord 
Anwveileth in Sion; and he ſhall fit (in the : 
mid/t of his church) as a refiner and puri- 
ficr of ſilver, and he ſbail purify the ſons 
of Levi, and purge them as gold and filver, ; 
that they may oer unto the Lord an er- 
„ in rightcoujneſs.4} Again, create in me | 
a cican heart, O God ; and renew a right a 
Spirit within me.] Lard be nevciſul unto ue, F 
Feal my jeu! far I have finned againſt thce, 9 
a me thorouzhly from mine iniquity, 
and cleanſe me from my fin. || *I will be 
their God,” includes an anſwer to every 
pe: tion, and the fulfilment of every pro- 
mic. But in what manner does he re- 
fore our ſouls to this glorious ſtate of 
chriſtian holineſs ? He ſprinkles us from 
zu eil conſcience by his precious blood, 
juſtifies us freely by his meritorious life, 
and ſanctifies us wholly, by his holy ſpirit, 
whoſe ſalutary influences prove the balm 
of Gilead, the ſalve of the goſpel, and 
the leaves of the tree of life ; all of which 
are appointed for the healing of the na- 
tione. It is this bleſſed ſpirit which en- 
lightens our underſtandings, converts our 
wins, and renews our affections; it in- 
creaſes our graces, auimates our hopes, 
-. revives 


* TFzek. xxxvi. 25, Þ+ Mal. in. 4. Þ Pl. ti. 10. | 
5 Pia. xh. 4 ll Pla. li. 3 7. 
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revives our languid deſires; and ditfuſęs 
that ſacred joy through the ſcul, which 
is the conſummating grace of that ſpiritual 
kingdom, which real religion conſiſts in. 
It is through the power of the ſame ſpirit, 
we are enabled to mortiſy corruption, re- 
ſiſt temptation, fit looſe to the world, main- 
tain intercourſe with God, and plory in 
the croſs of our Lord jeſas Chriſt, and 
thus he proves himſelf our ſoul healing 
God. But 


4. Does not this promiſe expreſs his pro- 
vidential goodneſs and care, and authorize 
us to ſay, He will be their want ſupplying 
God? And can any true believer enter- 
tain the leaſt doubt, or indulge the mereſt 
ſcruple, concerning any neceflary temporal 
ſupply. If the Lord is our ſhepherd, 
is it poſſible we ſhould ever want?“ If he 
liberally beſtows grace and glory, can we 
ever imagine, that any good thing will be 
withheld from them that walk uprighily ff 
If there is any truth in his word, or any 
dependence to be placed upon his pro- 
miſe, our bread mult be plentitully given, 
and our water molt abnndanily made ſure, f 
Who was it that ſaid, your heavenly Fa- 
ther knows that you have need of all theſe 
things. Was it not an infallible teacher, 


and 
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and dd he not mean as much a; though 
1c had ſaid, That Being whoſc bower is 
united, hee coodnels is unbounded, 
and hof witten comprebends inſinity. 
is voir Father, lu7es, takes cate of, and 
Will pbrtvide for you his children. Your 
necciutnus he hunde, lclors you 4 
ſent hem to 14 a, and your wants he his 
created with eu inen 5 to n. cr Ene your 
hapyincks in ti ir ler r. Riy bereiten, i: 
you conſult the old le ment, yu w 
814 in the ume of drou lt and death, the 
w:dow?s barrel of meal; nd cruviic of oil ne- 
ver tal, till tlie Lord 2 raia upon the 
ca th. You ii ſee an hungry Elijah fed by 
« devouring raren, and read of vt anna fal- 
nr round the ients of Uſracl, til! Hey 
laxe Þ ofteſuon of a land flowing with mil 
and honey. it 7uu examine the records of 
the New, you will be informed that he 
Wi.o lceds the ravens, Will much more 
Pes v, he who tupplies the wants gi an 
i fionificeant fparrow, will ore <fpeciatly 
8 ours; becaule, we are of nore va- 
Is ihin many ſparro vs, aa th t ou Ge! 
201 ſi eli all lh want, according 72 is 
riches in xiry, by Chrijt Feſt cute a 
Do we Gilirult his poodncis in proti. ing 
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us neediul apparel, let the dein of the 
dels condemn our unbcact, ar 1 226 
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lilies which decorate nature's carpet, 
teach us a neceflary part of Chriſtianity, 
to truſt in God, for we are ſure while he 
abideth faithful, who cannot deny himſelf, 
we ſhall cat and be ſatisfied, till we are 
fed to the full, and there ſball be no com- 
plaining in our ftrie's. Every want, whe- 
ther of a temporal or a ſpiritual kind, 
ſhall be ſupplied from the {tores of nature, 
and the magazines of grace. Suppoling 
the fig tree ſhould not ſhoot out its bloſ- 
ſoms, the vine produce no grapes, and 
the labour of the olive ic ald fail, although 
our cultivated ſoil! ſhould deny the rewards 
of the huiband-man's induſtry, the flock 
ſhould be cut off with a peſtilential ſtroke 
in the field, and our domeſtic herds ſhould 
die in their ſtalls; yet the believer may 
35 in the Lord, and joy in the God 
of his ſalvation,“ being well perſuaded 
when eren the young lions lack their 
prey, and ſuffer the pains of hunger, they 
that fear the Lord ſhall want no manner 
of thing that is good. But 


5. Do not the ſcriptures of truth ſup- 
port us in our aſſertion, when we affirm 
this text means, He will be their prayer 
bearing God? Are not his eyes over the 
rightcous, and do not his ears ſtand 

| open 
Hab. iii. 15. 


46 


open to theie prayers ? Has it not already 
come to pals that before we call he vouch- 
lafes an anſwer of peace, and while we 
are attempting io expreſs our deſires, he 
gractondly hears our prayers, mivutely at- 
touching 10 all the breatnings of the new 
ber ou! , and coultantly litering to every 
utterable ſigh, and groan. 


Our thoughts le open to the Lord 
Eciore't their form'd within. 

lend ere our lips pronagunce the Word 
Ile knows the ſeulz we mean. 


ov cuncoutraging walk it be to a poor de- 
j=tcd belicver, oppreit by 1. world. 
bronght into heavineſs throngh manito. d 
temptations, and buße:ed by the enemy, 
1% hear a voice from beaven, ſaying, als 
at ye will in my Dame, a aud it ihail be 
given you? [can bruiſe the lerpent“ zead, 
put the world beneath your feet, and with 
cvery temptation make a way for your eſ- 
cape, therefore, come boldly to the throne 
ot grace, pray belie vingly, and 3 
freely, that your joy may be fall. As the 
church prays for David, the Lord grant 
thee according to thine own heart, and ful- 
fil all thy courſe J. The Lord fuliil all thy 
75<ticions, fo does David's fon pray tor the 
church 
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church. The Lord hear thee in the day 
of trouble, the nine of the Cad of 
Jacob deicnd thee,* or other ate cur 


4404 „ 1 


petitions would not tre regarded, aud in- 
deed the {elf cordeinned, the Leart bro- 


ken, and ſelf able red clllan, is too 
frequer:' y ready to draw 11:15 concluſon, 

that they are not regarded Shou! cliete 
be any ſach in this conrregation, 1 fheil 
with peculiar pieaſare, nen you your cr- 
ror, and prove you nuſtaken, or rather, I 
will employ the Pſalmiſt as my ſubſſitute, 
then hear ye him, O the, that heareſt 
prayer, unto thee fhall a e come. f Is 
this all, no, he confe ſſes Lin ſelf a captive 
to lin, and fubdued by its power, iniquitics 
prevail againſt me, You cannot be worſe 
recommended than the ki ing of Iſrael re- 
commends himſelf. In your loweſt mo- 
ments, and moſt helpeleſs condition, you 
can ſay nothing worſe, than iniquiies pre- 
vail, and vet remember unto God you ma 


go, for he hears prayer, and is able to de- 


liver. But are not ſome of you afraid that 


your want of utterance, and propriety of 
diction, in your addreſſes to the Almighty, 
will be diſpleaſing to him; you think be- 
cauſe you cannot pronounce ſome elevant 
compoſition, you therefore cannot prey, 
did you never read oi groanings Which cans 


7G; 
Fla. zz. 3. Tf Pſa. Ixv: 2, 3. 
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not be uitured, and the feghing of the pri» 
foner coming up before him, who is able to 


preſerve thoſe that are appointed to dic; and 


from the heavens did the Lord behold the 
earth, to hear the groaning of the priſoner ©* 
A ſigh, or a groan, will be anſwered with 
the joys of ſalvation, and the comforts of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; when the ſplendid ſor- 
maliſt with bis brilliant phraſe, or his ma- 
nuel of devotion will meet with a repulſe; 
and for your encouragement to pour out 
your ſouls in prayer before God, remem- 
ber, the prayers of the ſaints compoſe 
thoſe odours, which f1] the golden vials, 
that thoſe four and twenty elders hold in 
their hands, when they fall down before 
the Lamb, tio worſhip at his footſtool, 
which in that ſtate of proſtration, and in 
the duties of celeſtial adoration are a 
iweet ſmelling Savour to the object of 
their worſhip ;+ and do the ſighs of the 
contrite, the groans of the opprefled, the 
cries of the poor, and the petitions of his 
children make no part of that acceptable 
perfume ? Are they no ingredients in 
that odoriferous compoſition, you all will 
acknowledge it? Therefore, pray with- 
out cealing, pray always with all prayer 
and ſupplication in the fpirit, for this is 
good and acceptable in the fight of God 


Our 
2 Pa. IAA. 11. Cill. a0. 7 Rev. v. 8. 
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dur Saviour, Who hears, is well pleaſed 
with, nay who commands you to pray, 
and ne<dleſs fears need not intimidate 
you, numerous wants need not diſcour- 
age you ; multiplied provocations veed 
not difpirit you; nor need a thouiand 
inſirmities keep you at a diſtance from 
the throne of grace, but jnſt as you are, 
caſt a leprous ſoul at his feet. join with the 


blind man by the way fide, Jeſus, thou n 


of David have mercy upon me, and he will 
be merciful to your unrighteouſneſs, and 
cleanſe you from all your fin. But 


Does not this paſſage of ſcripture, en- 


courage our hopes in his protection, and 


enjoin us io truſt in him as the preſerver 
of our lives? Who is it that holds our ſoul 
in life, and ſuffers not our feet to ſlide? 
that ſupperts our exiſtence, continues 
onr breath in our noſtrils, and ſaves us 
from prevailing plagues, burning fevers, 
and thoſe contageous diſorders which arc 
ſweeping away great multitudes into the 
dwellings of darkneſs ? 1 fay, how can we 
account for our preſervation from the in- 
feQtion of thoſe many diſeaſes, which em- 
ploy our phyſicians with ſuch conſtancy, 
fill our hoſpitals with ſo many incurable 
diſeaſes, and croud our conſecrated recep- 
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taclcs with ſo many dead bodies, I do not 
ſuppoſe the righteous man mvulnerable, 
or that time and chance does not happen 
«to all alike, for it is certain, the righ- 
reous are often taken away from the evil 
to come, when the wicked are lefc 
triumphing in their proſperity, but gene- 
rally ſpeaking their days are longer in the 
land which the Lord their God giveth them, “ 
and more free from bodily afflictions, and 
is it not the Lord from whom cometh ſalva- 
tion? is it not the Lord by whom we eſcape 
death? Is it not the Lord who 


Redeems our ſoul from hell, and ſaves, 
Our walling lives from threatning graves! 


Therefore the heirs of glory ſhould with 
a chearful reſignation, commit themſelves 
into his hands, who is able to keep them 
from falling inte thoſe deſperate diſorders 
to which the human frame is incident, 
from falling into the grave, whither we 
care all going, and from falling into hell, 
whither he is able io caſt both body and 
ſoul. But 


7. May we not infer from this portion 
of divine promiſes, that everlaſling felicity 
is ſecured, and is not this ſentiment agree- 


able 
Prov. 1. 27. | 
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able to the analogy of faith, and the very 
import of the promiſe, © I will he their 
God,” I will give glory hereafter. as weil 
as grace here, beſtow eternal liic on as 
many as obey me, and never leave my 
people in tine, nor iorſake them to all 
eternity, and may we not join With the 
Jewiſh church in ſinging, 


The God we worſ:ip now 
Will keep us till we die, 

Will be our God while here below 
Aud ours above the ſky. 


yes, this God is our God Tor ever and 
ever, will guide: us by his counſel, and 
afterwards bring us to glory. lu this he 
acts conſiſtent with his purpoſes in Chriſt 
Jeſus before the world began, and hon 
he foreknows, he predeſtinates; whom he 
predeſtinares, he calls; whom he calls, l. e 
jullifies ; whom he juſtifies, them he alſo 
glorifies ;* what therefore ſhall we ſay to 
theſe things but only, If God be for 
us, Who can be agaiuſt us? His pur- 
poſes land ſaſt forever, the thoughts of hi 
heart to all generations, He is th: Lord 
Woo chargeth not, but ren:ains the {.ug 
in his affection towards them, the {ime 
in his intentions concermng them, aud 

K 2 the 
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the ſame as touching his good pleaſure to 
give them the kingdom, yeſterday, to day 
and for ever, therefore fear not little 
flock, although your enemies are potent, 
your temp:ations numerous, and your 
conteſts violent, you ſhall be more than 
conqueror through him that loved you. 
His grace ſhall enable you to bear dowa 
all oppofition, his ſpirit empower you to 
ſapport every afffiction, and his word 
furniſh you with matter to filence every 
fear, and anſwer every objection, I will 
be their God, hoid f 6 be: here, ſhould the 
earta be removed out of its place; never 
quit your hold, ſhould the heavens paſs 
away with a great noiſe. Now to God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the 
iloly Ghoſt, be aſcribed equal and ever- 
laſting praiſe, Amen and Amen. 
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JEREMIAH ii. 13 


They have forſaken me, the fountain 5 
living Waicre. 


HE prophet has been exclaimins 
with aſtoniſhment, at the idolatrons 
condatt of infatuated Iſrael, a people ugou 
wnom God had lavich:d fo many favors, 
aud bielt xith an unisterrupted fcc eh 
of remporal and ſpirttaal mercizs, a peo- 
le whom he Lad ſclected, and choſæn 
from all he nalioas cf the earth, a: the 
ſubjects of hls grace, and the obj*&s o! 
his favour, whom he redeered from the 
flavery of Egypt, preſerscd from 1 
avs Of te 180 
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and whoſe corrupted manners he bore 
with there, for the ſpace of forty years, 
a people with whom he ſpoke face to 
face, and to whom he revealed the ſecrets 
of his will, and the myſteries of his pro- 
vidence, belore whom he drove out the 
heathen, ſeven great and mighty nations, 
whoſe couniry and poſſeſſions he gave 
them for an inheritance. But what does 
ail this profuſion of love avail? are they 
thankful for theſe farours, and do they 
glorify him as God, when he thus makes 
lumfelf known unto them? No ſuch thing, 
they become more vain in their imaginati- 
ons, and their fooliſh hearts are hardened, 
and darkened more abundantly, they have 
run ;ato the greateſt exceſſes of folly, and 


ingratitude, their ingratitude appears in 


forſakiag the fountain of living waters, 
the living God their beſt friend, and their 
folly in hewing out ciſterns, that can hold 
no water, paying their adorations to the 
work of mens hands, and ſuch impious, un- 
grateful and rediculous conduct, ſays the 
prophet. was not to be found among any 
of thoſe heathen idolaters with whom they 
were ſurrounded. He challengeth them 
to produce an inſtance of any nation hay- 
ing clanged their God, verſe, 1c, 11. 
Let them ſurvey either the ancient re- 

cords, 
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cords, or the preſent ſtate of the iſles of 
Chittim, Greece, and the European iſlands, 
the countries that were more polite and 
learned, and of Kedar, that lay ſouth 
weſt, as the other lay north welt, from 
them which were more rude and bare 
barous, and they will never find a pre- 
cedert for ſuch ungrateful behavicur, 
which makes the holy man appeal to the 
inanimate creation, Be aſtoniſhed O ye 
heavens at this! both ſtarry and cele- 
ſtial heavens, with all ycur hoſts. Be hor- 
ribly affraid, let conſuſion and amazement 
ſeize you, let terror and diſmay aſtoniſh 
you, at the impiety of God's Iſrael. Be 
ye very deſolate, let the hoſts of heaven 
precipitantly retire from their ſlations, 
leſt the heavens paſs away with a great 
noiſe! for God's people, his only pe o- 
ple, his peculiar. people, have revolted 
from his ordinances, deſerted his law, and 
withdrawn their ane ctions from himſelf, 
They are ſo much alienated from him, 
that they prefer any ſenſeleſs image to 
his glorious majeſty, any mere ſtream to 
his overflowing fountain, any ſtagnated 
pool to his living fountains of water. But 


What I propoſe from this text, is to 
ſhew in what reſpects the true God may 
be compared to a fouutain, | A 

1. 2 


( 116 ) 


1. A fountain is the head of all ſtreams, 


tac graud reſervoir of all the rivuleis, and 
becks that wander over the earth, the 
original recepiacle of all the waters which 
tall upon the ground iu copious ſhowers, 
aad fructify the ridges with the dew of 
heaven, nay the treaſures of the uaiverſal 
ſlore- houſe take their riſe in, and are 
perpetually ſupplied from fountains, hence 
ve read in the ſcriptural accouut of the 
ccluge, that the fountains of the great 
deep were all broke open,“ and then the 
puniral inundation took place, and ſo 
mightily did the waters prevail, that the 
top of every high tree, and the ſummit of 
cvery lofty mountain, were buried in the 
rares. And is not Chriſt, the true God, 
the original ſource of all rhoſe ſtreams of 
brace, thoſe ſhowers of rigbiecul eſs, and 
thoſe rivers of pleaiute which his pcople 
enjoy? It will de reavily acknowledged 
by all who know the emptineſs of the 


creature, and who fgel the deficiences of 


themſelves, that of him, and through bim, 
and by him, are all the bleſſings we enjoy, 
of his mercy that we are not conſumed, 

throuah his meritorious death we have ac- 
ceſs to the father, and by his prevailing 
interceihon we are kept from the evil of 
the worle, end preſerved unto eternal 


ſalvation, 
Gen. Vii. 32 
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ſalvation, every good, and every perſect 
gift, ſays the apoſtle is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights,“ 
the gift of repentance and remiſſion of 
fins, the gifts of faith, hope, love, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; the gifts of 
prayer, praiſe, ſpiritual underſtanding, and 
every other neceflary pre requiũte for the 
igheruance of the ſaints in light, all ſpring 
from the fountain of God's ever laſting 
love, aud are conveyed to us through the 
channels of redeeming grace. Our ſuffi- 
ciency is of God, in whom all this fulueſs 
dwells, and let us enjoy whac mercies we 
may, if we trace them up to their firſt 
cauſe, we ſhall preſently find that all our 
ſprings are in him, and out of his fulneſs 
do we receive grace upon grace. Let us 
hear what David's faith fays upon this 
ſubject, for faith ſpeaks a language we 
ſhould all endeavour to learn, a language 
which exalts the Saviour, debaſes the 
ſinner, and afcribes unto the Lord the 
glory due unto his name, God's children 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, ſhall be abundantly ſatiſ- 
fied with the fatneſs of his houſe, they 
ſhall drink of the rivers of pleaſures, for 
with him is the fountain of life, ſ intimating 
that all our ſolid ſatis faction, and ſubſtan- 
tial happineſs, is to be found in his houſe, 

all 
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1. A fountaiu is the head of all fireams, 
tue grand reſervoir of all the rivuleis, and 
becks that wander over the earth, the 
original receptacle of all the waters which 
fall upon the ground iu copious ſhowers, 
and fructify the ridges with the dew of 
heaven, nay the treaſures of the uaiverſal 
ſlore-houſe take their riſe in, and are 
perp*tual.y ſupplied from fountains, hence 
we read in the ſcriptural accouut of the 
dcluge, that the fuuntains of the great 
deep were all broke open,“ and then the 
punciral inundation took place, and ſo 
mightily did the waters prevail, that the 

top of every high tree, and the ſummit of 
cvery lofty mountain, were buried in the 
„ares. And is not Chriſt, the true God, 
the original ſource of all thoſe ſtreams of 
grace, thoſe ſhowers of righiecul eſs, and 
thoſe rivers of pleaiute waich his pcople 
enjoy? It will de reagily acknowledged 
by all who know the emptineſs of the 
creature, and was f2e! the deficiences of 
themſelves, that of him, and through bim, 
and by him, are all the bleſſings we enjoy, 
of his mercy that we are not conſumed, 
throu2h his meritorious death we have ac- 
ceſs to the father, and by his prevailing 
interceihon we are kept from the evil of 
the worlk!, end preſerved unto eternal 


ſalvation, 
P Cen, vi. 12 
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ſalvation, every good, and every perſect 
gift, ſays the apoſtle is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights,“ 
the gift of repentance and remiſhun ot 
fins, the gifts of faith, hope, love, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; the giſis of 
prayer, praiſe, ſpiritual underſtanding, and 
every other nece ſſary pre requiũte for the 
iaheruance of the ſaints in light, all ſpring 
from the fountain of God's exei laſting 
love, and are conveyed to us through the 
channels of redeeming grace. Our ſuffi- 
ciency is of God, in whom all this fulueſs 
dwells, and let us enjoy whac mercies we 
may, if we trace them up to their firſt 
cauſe, we ſhall preſently find that all our 
ſprings are in him, and out of his fulneſs 
do we receive grace upon grace. Let us 
hear what David's faith fays upon this 
ſubject, for faith ſpeaks a language we 
ſhould all endeavour to learn, a language 
which exalts the Saviour, debaſes the 
ſinner, and aſcribes unto the Lord the 
glory due unto his name, God's children 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, ſhall be abundantly ſatiſ- 
fied with the fatneſs of his houſe, they 
ſhall drink of the rivers of pleaſures, for 
with him is the fountain of life, f intimating 
that all our ſolid ſatisfaction, and ſubſtan- 
tial happineſs, is to be found ja his houſe, 

all 
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all permanent, and durable pleaſures are te 
be received from thoſe rivers, and every 
degree of ſpiritual and eternal life, is to 
be derived from this fountain, 


2: A fountain implics great abundance, 
rivulets and ſtreams by means of the heat 
of the ſun, are frequently dried up, and 
ponds, lakes, and other reſervoirs of 
water from the fame cauſe, evaporating 
iato air and exhaling in milts, we ars of- 
ten deſtitute of ſupplies from thoie quar-; 
ters; but a fountain comaining as it were 
its ſprings within its ſelf, and having com- 
munication with the univerſal ſtore-houſe, 
can never be exhauſted, Chritt the foun- 
tain of life and ſalvation, grace and 
glory, can never be exhauſted, in him are 
all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledge, and ali the family of Adam whe 
thirit, may come unto him and drink with- 
out money or price, fee or reward, 
hence the ſpirit and the bride ſay come, 
and he that heareth is commanded to ſay 
come, and they all unite in one to publiſh 
the general invitation, let him that is a- 
thirſt come, and whoſoever will, let him 
come and take of the water of life freely,“ 
freely without heſitation, freely without 
ſcar of this water failing, aud freely becauſe. 

beſtowed 


* Rev. XXil. 17. 


nn 


in the moſt liberal and genercus vu, 
who can geſcribe the ſuihciency of every 
temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal being, 
which all his believing family find in the 
poſſeſſion of himiſelf? He is as the poet 
Tays, a 


Fountain of life to all below 
And his ſalvation rolls, 
Waters, repleniſhes, and orerflows 
Ev'ry believing foul, and again 
Its ſtreams the whole creation reach, 
So plenteious is the flore, 
Enough for all, enough for each, 
Enough for evermore. 


When all creature comforts fail, you may 
find comfort in Chriſt, when all the ſtreams 
of nature are dried up, you may be ſup- 
plied from the fountain of grace, when 
all earthly pleafures are exhauſted, you 

drink of thoſe rivers of pleaſure 
which flow from the fountain at God's 
right hand for evermore. 


3. When a fountain is opened, it lets 
forth its waters freely ; copious ſtreams 
at length forming them ſelves into a river, 
impart: fertility to the lap of nature, and 
difluſe their benefits on every fide, the: 

ſpouſe 
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ſpouſe in the Canticles is called a ſpring 
ſhort up, a fountain ſealed,“ but Chriſt is 
a fountain open for the houſe of David, and 
the inhabitants of Ferujalem. As an opened 
fountain pours out its contents freely, and 
in abundance, ſo did Chriſt the great 
fountain of exiſtence, pour out his grace 
and all the blcfings of the everiaſting co- 
venant upon his people. How willingly 
and freely did he pour out his prayers, 
and tears for the obdurate Jews ? and 
what rivers guſhed from his eyes, and 
ran down his cheeks on the proſpect of je- 
ruſalem's approaching deſtruction? How 
freely did he pour his blood from every 
pore of his body, when great drops of 
that ſacred treaſure fell to the ground! 
and how plentifully did that crimſon cur- 
rent run from his bleeding heart, when 
the ſoldier's ſpear pierced his fide ? and 
at laſt with what freedom as well as re- 
ſignation, did he pour out his ſou] upon 
the croſs that the bhenefirs of this open 
fountain might flow all around. This is 
the original ſource of divine compaſſion, 
and the fountain from which flows in ſuch 
abundance, pardon for the guilty, grace 
for the graceleſs, peace for the diſquiet- 
ed, holineſs for the unclean, happineſs 
for the miſerable, joy and gladneſs for the 

28 diſconſolate, 


» Cant, iv. 13. 
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diſconſolate, and eternal glory for i:2 
vileſt of men, theſe inraluable mercies 
are the purcbaſe of the Saviour's biogd, 
and from the overflow ing fountain of h. 
unbounded love, he is perpetually dil- 
tributing to all his neceſſi:ous children 
with the greateſt liberality, and vporaids 
ne, becauſe of their numerous wants, 
{10guine deſires, and frequent applica— 
one, way, he is always moie willing 10 
gls than we are to receive, and more 
ready iv hear our complaints, than we 
are to Petition his grace. His fpirit 13 
mentally poured out upon us, his grac 2 
which! bringeth ſalvation is conſtantiy 
manifeſied unto us, and his gracious invi- 
tations, and earneſt exhortations to come 
a - and drink, aſs and receive, believe and 
1 be ſaved; to expand our deſires and en- 
| large our hearts that he may fill them 
4 with the abundance of peace, and jov; 
n are ſo many proofs that his grace is as free 
n for his people as the air they breathe, as 


8 plentiful as the bread they eat, and flows 
3 more rapidly ſrom the fountain opened 
h in the Saviour's ſide, than the ſhowers 
de fall from the clouds, or the 1ivers run 
t- nto the ocean. 

1s | 
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f 4. They always pour out their rivulet: 
and ſtreams into the lower parts of rhe 
earth, and fructiſy the valleys, hence he 
fendeth ſprings into the valleys which run 
among the hills,* and all thoſe expreſhons 

my © The valleys ſtand thick with corn” 

1 | they laugh and ſing, denote the utility of 


thoſe rivers in mciitening the ground, an 
imparting a fichneſs to the foil, which 
cloihes our meadows with graſs, and re- 
pleniſhes our fields with the fineſt of 
Wheat; and at not the ſtreams of God's 
grace emptied into low places? The ſcrip- 
tures aſſure us he re/e/teth the proud he 
rroclaims himſelf their enemy, oppoſes 
* their lofty looks, pours contempt upon 
| | their haughty ſpirits, and puniſhes their 
| vanity, with an excluſion from his pre- 
fence ; but he gives grace to the humble, 
humility always meets with his appro- 
bation 


The Almighty, from his throne on earth 


ſuicreys | 
xought greater than an honeſt, humble 
p heart, 
W in humble heart his reſidence pronounc'd, 
I l lis ſecond ſcat: and rival to the ſkies. 
* Young. 
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Such as are poſſeſled of thi; moſt ex- 
cellent giſt, are conſtantly jicaJed with 
the choiceſt of his favoars. His ſpiri: 
dweils in them, his countenance ſhines 
vpon them, and his promiſe engages him 
through life to preſerve and bleſs them; 
hence unto this man will I look, that is of A 
broken heart and a contrite ſoirit, and that 
trembies at my word, A heart broken for 
{tn by the hammer of God's word, a ſpirit 
affected with penitential forroy, through 
the power of conviction, and a ſoul trem- 
bling under an inſupportable load of guiit 
and condemnation, conili:ute à inner an 
object of the divine farour j or rather evi- 
Tence to his confcience that he is in à ſtata 
vation; unto this man will 1 look, 
{2leaſure and delight, with paterua! 
inne 229 iatentions of kindneſs; «5 
nay, fit, om God is the tame as 2 gd 
. prod word is tae une as 4 go 
vared, anèd gift is on'v another word 
> In his look there is ta- 
it implies a. * 1 
zucludes the there is Lie, and in that 
for ever. Ann mate joy. Anothee 
this ſhort ſenteu Port aſlures US, be 
Saviour is born: S humble * 8 
ed, and volumes ma of grace in the 
ſentence is omitted, til in that lou“ 
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aſhes, when they approach unſpotted 
purity ; he cannot turn a deaf ear to their 
requeſts, nor ſend them empty away. O 
hat a bleſſed grace is this! he that hum- 
bleth himſelf before his Maker, ſhall be 
exalted to his right hand, and he that 
would ſhare in eternal honours, need only 
#cknowiedpe himſelf unworthy of chem: 
Before honour, is humility. It was this 
ornamental and diſtinguithing grace, that 
made the illuſtrious Paul ſhine in the chriſ- 
tian world like a {tar of the firſt magnitude, 
he tells ns he ſerved the Lord with all hu- 
mility of mind,“ i. e. he learned of Jeſus 
who was meek, and Jowly in heart, he was 
experimentally taught, not to think of 
himſelf more highly than he oughteir 
think, and therefore he ingenuouſ: pre- 
{:fle:, In me dwells no good thizumble, 
the leaſt of ſaints, nay, leſs tha:s appro- 
f all ſaints, and the chief of fi 
is the language of Canaar 
ſpeaks, and the ſpirit of getirone on earth 
ty he breathes; and hor 

waters of life from tu honeſt, humble 
make a ſoul, thus 
mighty hand of Ge reſidence pronounc'd, 
racter, and you wiad rival to the ſkies, 
ment wrote un | Young. 
miſſion to th * * 
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all his undertakings, unſpeakable thank 
fulneſs for the leaſt of God's mercies, # 
maniteſt conſciouſneſs of his own iuſufſi- 
ciency, and a fingular ſatisfaction in ei- 
teeming another more highly than him- 
elf. In proſperity he is not elated, not ia 
adverſity dejected, but has learned to main- 
tain that happy equilibrium of temper which 
tue Heathens* taught, but could not prac- 
tice, and no employment is too mean, no 
{tation too low, and no duty too ſervile. 1: 
a lervaat he knows his ſtation, if a mater 
ne forbears threatning, if a ſca he chear- 
fully pays his filial Obedience, and if 2 
pareat he does not willing'y provoke his 
*211:dren to wrath ;z theſe are parts of the 
ted fruits the ſpirit of truth producet!: 
ard alley of humiliation, | 
laner. l 
nay, ſintains of water are uſually com. 
is a proc Or a well as the rich. With- 
vared, and On Or exception, tde) 4. G 
it implies anth ; and is not Chr. it the 
includes the Fh i5 UNS {uvz-Ec of our 
for ever. And "£ilbie to the pooreſt 
this ſhort ſentence® mol opuleut pu. 
Saviour is born: Sc e Lich mect t. ge. 
ed, and volumes may” f he ail, aud 
deantence is omitted, thut e nr no 
kneſs, _ Fac 
v9. 
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vine teſtimony. the Redeemer of them all ? 
Porerty is attended with many diſadvan- 
tages, and INCONVENIENCES among men, it 
expoſes them to contempt as the heathen 
?ays,* and as Solomon obſerves, to be in- 
ſulled with many a cold anſwer as well 
as irozen looks, „ The peor uſeth in- 
treaties,” T and often receives a denial, 
*« while the rich ſpeaks roughly,“ and 
with a magilterial authority commands 
what he'aſks ; but at the fountain of life 
me caſe is different, here they bave an 
<oua] warrant to make free, and are e- 
cual afiured of a welcome reception; 
the rich man's wealth cannot reconimer 

zum, aud the poor man's poverty 
not diſcourage lim; for the only ne cir 
preparation is that poverty of ſp .* pre- 
cur Lord ſpecifies in the c 14umble, 
beatitudes, mentioned in his f :15 appro- 
mount, and this is agreea! - 

phet's prediction. Whe .r 

needy ſeek water, ang turone on earth 
and their tongue i or 

Lord will hear the!, Un honeſt, humble 
will not ſorſakc * 

in high places, c, reſidence pronounc'd, 
of the valleys ad rival to the ſkies. 


oh Young. 
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1 Cat promiſe is announce to them, that 
„ + *| the great ſhepherd, the good ſhep- 


2: the chief ſnepherd, is cone te ſeek 


N {ave that which was loft. 


3. The meflace itſelf, Good ridings, 
that a Saviour is Dorn in the city of David”* 
{where David was Dorn) in Bethlehem 
Judah, according to the prediction of 
Micah v. z. which the learned fay, ſignifics 
the houſe of bread, and with admirable 
propriety, ſeeing it produced Chriſt the 
bread of life, the irue bread, of which, 
whoſoever eatech ſnall never die. Inis is 
good news, that ſinners may be faved. 
1his is a ſaying worthy of all acceptation, 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to 
{ave ſinners, deliberate ſinners, notoricus 
ſinners, guilty and condemned ſinners, 
nay, ſinners of whom I am the chief. This 
is a proclamation of liberty to the capti- 
vared, and freedom to impriſoned ſlaves ; 
it implies an offer of life to the dead, and 
includes the promiſe of its conminuazce 
for crer. And the beſt explanation of 
this ſhort ſentence, ©* Good news,” is, a 
Saviour is born: Sermons may be preach» 
ed, and volumes may be wrote, but if this 
'enrence is omitted, the ſubject is involved 


ne ſo, 
. 4. The 
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Ihe extent or this good news, ex- 
pieſſed in theſe words, Which ſaai! be 
to all people,“ 7. e. both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, the partition wall {tall be broken 
down, and all the diſtinguiſhing proctis of 
God's favour to the Jews as a vi” uliar 
people, ſhall ſubſide, for hie {hall tic a hiont 
to enliphten the Ucnttiies, às well as the 
glory of his people lirae!, He hall be 
ihe Saviour of ali men, thoughoniy ellec— 
tally of them that beliere, Hence Eis 
goſpel is commilioned to ſpread, and ex- 
tend its beneficial inſluences to every crea- 
tare now ſubſiſting. To every creature 
though yet unbor?, ſo that all may rejoice 
in the common ſalvation, ſeeing, God 
willeth all men to be ſaved, and come to 
the knowledge cf his truth. 


But from the words of our text, I ſhall 
take occaſion to ſnhe w 


T. That ſianers, in a ſtate of corruption, 
and debility, need a Saviour. 


II. In what manner he ſaves us, and 


III. Mention ſome properties, which 
are peculiar to this Saviour. 


IV. Exhor: 
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IV, Exhort all to cloſe in wich him az 
their Saviour. 


1. That we need falration the very 
name of Jelus iuppoſes, being all in a ſtate 
ef danger, miſ-ry, aud canderanaricn. in 
the honds of guilt and iniquit us Navery,” 
in the bitter gall of corruption, and in- 
herent impurtty; the favcur of God by 
voluntary rebellion we have joft, and tlie 
image oi God by wilful diſobedience we 
have defaced; ſo that by the defacemert 
of his image, we are rendered unhaly, 
and by the ſorfeiture of huis ſavour we arc 
rendered accuricd. In this ſlate are we 
all born into the world, as the church of 
England in her ix article moſt fcripturall 
teaches us. © Original iis (ſne ſays) ſtand- 
eth no: in the following of Adam, (as 
« the Pelagians do vainly talk) but it is 
* the fault and corruption of the nature 
& of every man, that naturally is engen- 
„ dered of the off-ſprirs of Adam, where- 
„ by man is very far gone from original 
„ righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature 
© jnciined to evil, fo that the fleſh luſteth 
e always contrary tc the ſpirir ; and there- 
© fore in every perion boin into this 
„ world, it deſerveth God's wrath and 
% damnation.”* This is the doctrine of the 
| {crimures, 

®* Aft3 vn. 2 
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0 /criptures, and is to be found in every pace 
of that biefled book; both in plain aud 
poſitive aſſertions, and in the moſt ſtriking 
and pertinent metaphors. Every imagina- 
tion of the heart of man is evil, only evil, 
aud that continually.* They are all gone 
out of the way, there is none that doeth 
good, no rot one. The heart is deceit- 
{ui above ail this, and deſperarely wick- 
ed.] Oat of ine heart proceed cvil 
thuuzlits, aduiteries, ſoruicatious, mur- 
ders, thefts, covetouſneſs, wickedneſs, de- 
cent, lo ſciviouſneſa, an evil eye, blaſphemy, 
wrize, fooſiſnneſs, all theſe proceed from 
vita, & as their native ſource, as their 
aida fountain, and thoſe works of the 
I: caumerted by St Paul. ſpring from 
ihe fame cauſc, and are proofs of the ſame 
doctrine 3 metaphorically we are repreſen- 
ted as ting i in darkneſs, and in the ſha- 
dow of death.] The cyes of our under- 
ſtanding being darkned, or having eyes 
and ſeeing not the things that belong to 
our peace, any more than a corporal eye 
diſcerns the objects that ſurround it, when 
inveloped in, and obſtructed by midnight 
darkneſs. We arc as deaf as the Adder 
who cannot be prevailed upon to liſten to 
+he charmer's voice.“ Our :gnoranc: and 

ſtupidity 


* Gen. vic 5. F Rom. in. 22. fir vii. 9, 
> Mark vil. 27, 22, Lake i. 79. A Pigs iv unt 45 
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Aupidiy exceed the Culneſs of the ox, 
and ihe obſtinacy of the aſs, the former 
knows his owner, and the latter Lis maſ- 
ter's crib, but man has no knowledge 
of God, his proprietor ; nor will he con- 
ſider the hand by which he is fed.“ Some- 
times he is repreſented as alleep,+ which 
denotes his unparrallePd carelefineſs and 
juſenſibility, he is no more concerned for 
his ſoul's ſalvation, than a man when a— 
ilcep in the night concerns himſelf with 
the buſineſs of the day. At other times 
as actually dead, f being entirely as unable 
to diſcharge the duties of a chriſtian, as a 
dead man to perform the functions of a 
living creature, and the foul as much 
buried in fin, as the body in the grave. 
And that we are under the curſe of God's 
righteous law, the apoſtle aſſirms in that 
jngenuous contethon, we in times paſt 
walked according to the courſe of this 
world, fulfilling the luſts of the fleſh and 
of the mind, and were by nature the cl:il- 
dren of wrath even as others. 5 To theſe 
we might add a thouſand ſcripture teſti- 
monies which at preſcnt is altogether un- 
neceflary, conſequently we are all naturally 
in a ſtate of damnation, ſeeing his law holds 
iff accurſed, his wrath is revealed from 
heaven againſt us, and he himſelf declares 
where 
by li. 3 
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Where I am ye cannot come. Thereforc 
with propriety may we aflirm, as ſure as 
the patient wants a phyſician, as fure 
as the leper wants cleanſing, as ſure as 
the prodigal needs reformation, as ſure 
as the Joſt ſheep wants a ſhepherd; ſo 
ſurely do we want a Saviour. 


2. This will more conſpicuouſly appear. 
when we conſider the debility which is 
inſeparably connected with natural depra- 
vity. In this {late of wickedneſs and dege- 
netacy, We can no more reſlore our ſouls 
to their original and paradiſical perſection, 
than the Ethiopian can waſh the ſoot 
from his complexion, or the leopard 
cradicite the ſpots ſcom his ſkin. When 
the Saviour undertook the work of cur 
redemption, we were as ths ſcrip- 
ture cmpharically expreſſes it“ Without 
itrength,”* and fo we continue. As Samp- 
fon was ſhorn of his ſtrength by the loſs 
of his hair; ſo are we utterly deprived of 
ai ability to do good, by the commiſhon 
of fin. The law requires exact obedience 
n cvery particular to all its demande, and 
en no fcure, but that of unſinnmg and 
abſolute c edience, does it promiſe a re- 
word, the reror of which runs thus, 
Po tlie things and thou ſhall live in 


them.“ 
* Rani. I. 6. 
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them.“ But who is there upon carch, 
that through every period of his lite does 
good, and ſinneth not? Who is ther: 
that according to the ſpicitual meaning 
and ſcriptural ;znic,, keeps the whole law, 
and offends not in one point?} What 
child of Ad um can lay bis hand upon his 
heart, and appealing to heaven in defence 
of his innocency, lay, l am pare fro: 
any ſin?“ Will go: every tongue be ipeech- 
jels with git? Wal aot every mouth be 
topped with contuion, and the whole 
world acknowielge themſelres guilty be- 
;ore God rt} If this is the caſe, © What 
Hall we do to inherit eternal life?“ nay, 
How ſhall we eſcape the damnation of 
hell, ſeeing the rigour of the law allows 
no place for repentance, although wa 
leck it carefully with tears? Repentance 
makes no part of the moral inititurtion, 
and will ünd no acceptance with itz ia- 
jure l aa] oſfended Author. A thoufan! 
ſacrificial! laraba would be flain to ao pur- 
poſe, tea thouſand rivers of oil would be 


poured out in vain; and if a man were to 


© ter his firſt born for his tranſgreſſion, 
and the fruit of ais body ſor the fin of h. 
ſoul,“ boch the offerer, and che offering 
would be an abomination in the ſight . 
N 2 8 
® Kam. ii.. 19. # Teck vii ae I .. . 1. 
Mic. vi. 6, y 
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God. Nothing will appcaſe the inſatiable 
rage of a violated law, but An eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,“ the 
execution of the curſe denounced, upon 
the accurſed; the death of the ſinner, for 
the commiſſion of the fin. 


Unleſs ſome other, able, and willing, 
For him pay the mighty ſatisfaction, 
Death for death. 


Hence that awful and alarming declarati- 
on, In thy fight ſhall no man living be 
juſtiſied.“ "Thus we ſee our ſtrength 
being gone we are unable to help our- 
ielyez, we have fallen and cannot riſe, we 
are Cead and cannot reſtore ourſelves to 
life, we are ſunk into the depths of cor- 
ruption, from which our own arm can 
never retrieve us; we are dropping into 
heil, from whence all our efforts cannot 
redeem us. But 


II. Behold I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which ſhall be to all people, 
An allſufficient Saviour is born this day, 
ia the city of David, which is Chriſt the 
Jord. “ Be magnifies the law, and makes 
it honourable by ſubmitting to its rigour, 
and rendering a perfect conformity to all 
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its precepts. As it became lia (being our 
ſubititute) he fulfilled all righteouſneſs,” 
rendered to Cæſar, the things that were 
Cxſars; and to God, the things taar 
were Gods. He became a perfect Jew- 
ua faint, and obſerved every neceilary 


punctilio! in the ceremonial and moral initi- 


ration. He could lay wich more veracity: 
than the ſelf juſticiary. All theſe things 

have | kept from my youth up,“ and wien 
a better grace than the prodiz als elde 
brother, i Neither tranſgreſted 1 tu: 
commandment at any time lis life was 
one leries of uniaterrupzed devotion, 
and his coadutt fceed {rom every blemin; 
pad ſtain. No guile was ever fond ii, 
his mouth. No matter for aan to wort: 


upon, was ever found in!, heart. He 
Was 2 La ub without {port or blemith, be- 
ins holy, larmieſs, andetied aud ſepa- 
rate fron âanuers.“ By i; ianocency lig 
Was pre ierved from gullt. By his obe- 
dience ne Was eatit'es :0 glei y. Bir he 
not only lived, but died as a Saviozr, 
& tle became obe e 0 Unto deaih, even 
the death of the craß,“ the. e he carrie: 
ail our ſorrons, tre all Gar gpriefi, re- 
ceived ail our ripes, enJured l the 
punichment xe had merite , in his N 

N 3 3 ity 
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body on the tree,“ and thus he diſcharped 
our debts, and made an atonement {or all 
odr ſins, Shout O heavens, and be joyful 
O earth, for the Lord hath viſited and 
redeemed his people, he hath hoipen his 
jervent Iſrael in remembrance of his mer- 
cy, es lie promiſed to our forefather A- 
braham and his ſeed for ever. O let us 
Hleſs the God of Iſrael for raifing up a horn 
„ ſalyarion for us in the houſe of his 
icrrant David, that we ſhould be ſaved 


ron OAT cnenes, and the hand of all that 


ute ua, for fo hath God commended his 
17q 10 1:3 While we were yet finners; in 
at Chriſt died for us. Now by faith in 
l: death we procure remiſſion of fin, and 
an e:empiion from puniſhment, as much 
de though we had actually ſuffered our- 
ſelves; by fanh in his obedience we are 


camplerely juſtified, and as really entitled 


glory, as if we had fulfilled the whole 
Jaw, ; we being the people whoſe faith 
mall iniciumentaily be accounted to us 
fr 11; hreonfnacks, it we believe in him that 
raiſe up Jeſus our Lord from the dead; 
who was dchvered for our offences, and 
raiſed again for our juſtification & In this 
way and manner, Jeius works out our ſal- 
vation, conſiſtent with the perfections of 


the 
* Ila. Li. 4s 5. + Luke i. 54, ?. 1 C8, fe, 70, 71. 
Rom. iv, 24. 
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the Deity, the honour of the divine law, 


and the plan of redemption through un- 
merited grace, But 


III. We prapoſe to take notice o! ſome 
of the pecahar exceilencies of this Sa- 
viour, And 


1. He is a great Saviour, and ſo !iieh 
nominates him. When the Egyptians 
ſhall cry unto him by reaſon of their crue} 
oppreſſors, he ſhall fead hem a Saviour, 
and a great one, and he thail deliver 
them; which prediction was ſpiritually 
accompliſned, when as is generally ſup- 
poſed Mark preached the goſpel among 
them, and ſeveral chriſtian churches were 
eſtabliſhed in that nation, which continued 
for ages. But we learn his eternal power 
and God-head from the words of our 
text, „ Cbriſt the Lord,“ Lord of hea- 
ven and earth, God over all, b!efled for 
ever. King of kings, and Lord of Lords, 
The ſcriptures in general, and St Paul's 
Epiſtles in particular, are very explicit in 
teaching the doctrine, and very copious 
in confirming the truth of the Saviour's 
God-head, 1 ſhall only inſtance two or 
three paſlages from the latter. In his 
Epiſtle to Titus he informs us, The word, 
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| 
i. e. the goſpel, was committed to him ac= 
cording to the commandmeat of God our 
Laviour.“ Who is gur Saviour? It will 
readily be anſwered, Jeſus Chriſt. But 
our Saviour is God: Therefore Jeſus 
(hriſt is God, the true God, and eter- 
nal kfe. Again, he exhorts ſervants to 
2dorn the dodrige of God our Saviour in 
- | tnings.+ and mentions the kindneſs and 
.orc of God our Saviour appearing to- 
wards man, : all which expreſſions de- 
monitratively prove his equality with the 
Father, that he is“ Jchovah's fellow,$ 
the mighty God. Ine everlaſting Fa- 
ther.“ The King eternal, immortal, in- 
viſible,[ the only wiſe God and our 
redeemer. A great Saviour, who has 
wrought out a great ſalvation, the neg- _ | 
lecters of which cannot eſcape the curſe 
of the law, the wrath ot an incenſed je- | 


hovah, the never dying worm, and the 
uaquenchable fire. 


2. He is a complete Saviour, hence 
we read, he hath perfected for ever 
them that are ſan&ified,* he has perfectly 
atoned for all their fins, both paſt, pre. 


ſeat, and to come, by the ſacrifice of him. 
4 {elf 
® Tit. i. 3. f Tit. ii. 10. 1 Tit. itt & $ Tech. iii. 3. 

II Tim. 1. 37+ 4 Heb. x. 14. 
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ſelf once offered, fo that Chriſl cur great 
high Pricit, has no neceſſity as thoſe un- 
der the law, annually to offer ſacrifice 
by way of expiation, ſeeing, this he did 
fully, completely, and ſatisfactorily, when 
he once for all offered timicli; therefore 
he is able to ſave them to the utter moſt 
that come unto God through tun, ſceing. 
he ever liveth to make interctſſion for 
them,“ to the uttzrmoit, from all their 
tranſgreſſions outwardly, ſuch as rhe Juſt 
of the fleſh, the Juit of the cye, and the 
pride of life, would allure em to com- 
mit, and tempt them to perpcuate, his 
name is Jeſus, and he ſaves his people 
from their ſins, to the nttermoſt from 
all ine guilt of their fins, there being no 
condemnation 10 them that are in Chrilt, 
his anger being turned away, he comforts 
them; being juſtihed by faith, they have 
peace with God ; peace with the law, and 
peace with conſcience; therefore tLe 


juſtified fioner can boldly interrogate, Who 


is he that condemns ? Who will lay any 
thing to tlie charge of God's ele&? to 
the uttermoſt from the dregs of the fall, 
from all blindneſs of heart, from pride, 
vain glory, and hypocriſy, from euvy 
hatred, and malice, and all uncharitabic- 
neſs, to the uttermoſt from the con- 

ſequences 

® Heb. vii 25. 
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ſequences of the fall, from all evil and 
miſchief, from ſin, from the crafts and 
aſſaults of the devil, from God's wrath 


and from everlaſling damnation, thus he ö 
is a complete Saviour. | 


3. He is an only Saviour, hence it i; 
wiitten in the prophet © I, even I, am the 
J,ord; and beſides me there is no Sa- 
viour,““ Chriſt Jeſus alone is cxalted 
vita the right hard of God, to be a 
Itince and a Savicur, to give repentance 
10 Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of ſias, f and 
thoſe who i:npioully, or fool:ſhly ſeek re- 
pentance uato life, and remiſſiog of fins 
from any other Saviour, whether from 
that imaginary gad, natural ſanctity, or 
tLat more generell; zpplauded deity ſeit 
iighteouſneſe, | mean if we expect ſalva · 
tion on account of the goodneſs cf ou: 
hearts, cr che uriſermily or our conduct, 
we are as groſs idolaters as thoſe of whom 
it is ſaid, the gods of ine hea:nen are 
idols, the work of men's hands, cyes have 
they and ire not, cars have they and 
hear not, neither do they underſtand, 
they chat made them are like unto them, 
ſo are all they that put their truſt there- 
in, I ſhall jufl repeat one text more, and 
let all pharaſaical profeſſors, and hyr0- 

C.ritical 
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critical chriſtians hear it and tremble, Le- 
lie ve it, or periſh, neither is their ſalva- 
tion in any other“ pretended Saviour, 
many Cbriſts will ariſe, and men will ſay, 
lo here, and lo there, but none of 1Lem 
can deliver aſter this ſort, for there is 
none other name given under heaveu a- 
mong men waereby we can be favcd. 
Nothing that bears a name in any corner 
of the carth, in any nation under heaven, 
however much it may be admired and re- 
commended by pluloſoplucal, and even 
theological writers, hat can lay any good 
foundation for the chriſtian's hope, and 
therefore muſt be rejected as ſpurious, 
and avoided as hell. 


4, Ee is an everlaſting Saviour, hence 
we find the cnrapiarcd and tranſported 
prophet, crying out, but Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved in the Lord with an ercrlatting 
ſalvation: ye ſhall rot be aſhamed nor 
confounded world without end, f ye ſhall 
not be aſhamed of your God, your cauſe, 
and profeſſion, or confounded by the 
devil, or any of your adverſaries. And 
in theſe words he makes a ſimilar pro- 
miſe to the Gentile church, “ For a 
{ſmall moment have I forcſaken thee ; bur 


with 
Adds iv. 12. IIa. àlv. 27. 
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with great mercies will I gather thee, 
viz. into my fold, into my church, in- 
to my houſe; in a little wrath I hid my 
face from thee for a moment; but with 
everiaiting kiadneſs will 1 have Ry 
upon ches, ſiith the Lord thy Redec n: 
er,“ the Lord Jeſus, thy redeemer 6 a 
bare mercy upon thee, and his mer- 
cies and loving kindneſs ſhail be perpe— 
tuated througb the countleſs ages of eter- 
nity. Again, he promiſes the diſconſolate 
and captivated [{rael, a reſtoration of his 
favour, in thoſe well known and remark- 
able words. The Lord appeared of 
old (in the time of Abraham, in the days 
of Moſes) ſaying, 1 have loved thee with 
an everiaſting love; therefore with loving 
kindneſs have Il drawn thee,+ thou art en- 
graven upoa the palms of my hands, and 
ſet as a ſeal upon my heart, my love for thee 
is everlaſting, founded upon the unchange- 
ableneſs of my nature, and the immuta- 
bility of my counſel, The ſame ſenti- 
meut is expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt, For the 
mercy of the Lord, is from everlaſting to 
everlaſting upon them that fear him, f his 
merey and compaſſion for his people, have 
exiſted from eternity, aud will remain, not 
only ſo long as ſun and moon endures, 
but fhall run parallel with his own ex- 

iſtence- 

* Its, %. 7, 8. + Jer. xxxi. 3. J fa. cini. 7. 
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'ſegce. To multiply qnotations from the 
new Teſtament ſuch as“ They who ſow 
to rhe ſpirit, ſhall of rhe ſpirit reap life 
everlaſting. He is the author of eter- 
al falvation to all that obey him. The 
rift of God 1s eternal life. I give unto 
them eternal life, and they ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out 
of my hand,“ would take up too much 
vf our time, and is not eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary. You ſee therefore, here is a Savi- 
our whoſe ſalvation is freely offered to, 
and liberally beltowed upon one genera- 


tion after another in an uninterrupted ſnc- 


ceſhon. Fathers may recommend it to 
their children, and they may communicate 
the excellency of its knowledge to their 
oft-ſpring, and ſo on in perpetual pro- 
greſſion till the laſt ſand ſhall fall in the 
glaſs of time, and when the ſaints fail 
upon earth, or time fails the ſaints, they 


«re received into everlaſting habitations. 
But 


IV. Let me exhort all preſent to cloſe 

in with this offered Saviour. Be your 

character of what deſcription it may. 

Fear not, behold 1 bring you good ti- 

ings of great joy.“ y brethren, permit 

me to ſpeak freely, and lay afide all re- 
9 


ſe rve 
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ferve : Do you intoxicate yourſclres with 
wine and ſtrong drink, and thus deſtroy 
the powers of reaſon ? Are you blaſphe- 
mers of that worchy name by which you 
are called, or profaners of the Sabbatu of 
the Lord? Are you unchaſte fornicators, 
or luſt ful adulterers ? piltering thieves, or 
cruel murderers ? Your crimes are enor- 
mcus, and your caſes deplorable, never- 
theleſs, „bring you good tidings,“ un- 
to ſuch characters as yours is born this 
day in the city of David, a Saviour, and 
on account of his merit and mediation, 
all manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall be 
forviven unto men, wherewith ſoever they 
blaſpheme. Therefore repent and be- 
lie ve the goſpel. 


Or are you convinced of your ſinful- 
neſs and helpleſſneſs? Are you pray ing for 
mercys and afraid of being ſent empty 
away? Fear not, he kcepeth mercy for 
thouſands, and from the ſtores of his li- 
berality takes pleaſure in filling the hun- 
gry with good things, unto you is the 
word of this ſalvation ſent, O receive it 
immediately. Delay not. Why tarrieſt 
thou. The Saviour is born. The devil 
is conquered. The priſon doors are open. 
Thy chains are unlovſed, O eſcape for 


thy 
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thy life. The city of refuge is near. Eve- 
laſting ſalvation is at hand. Verity thou 
art not far from the kingdom of God, 
Enter in, the way is plain, the chſtrut᷑tion: 
are removed, and ſaints and angels are 
ready to reccive thee. As Philip faid to 
the Eunuch, if thon cai.it believe thou 
mayeſt be baptized with {:re and the Holy 
Gho't, thou mayeſt Le jultihed, fan&:;:iicd, 
glorified, all theſe tliugs are peſüble to 
Lim that beliererh. 


Or are you happy partakers of theſe 
things? Have you believed in Chriſt, and 
are you partakers of the Holy Ghoit *? 
© Behold I bring you good tidings.” A 
great Saviour. An alſufſicient Saviour, 
An only Saviour, and an everlaſting 
Saviour is born. Make full proof oſ him 
beſeech you. Ihe corruptions of your 
hearts (you ſay) are ſtrong, and the ſtrug- 
gles of your hearts are great. But the 
Saviour is greater than your hearts, and 
ſtronger than your corruptious. Much 
evil and bitterneſs ſtill remain in you. 
Remember the Saviour ſaves to the very 
uttermoſt, his grace is alſefticicui. You 
are iaclining to depend upun your own 
works, and would ſometimes have a {hare 
ja your own ſaiyation. You maſt never 
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forget that he is an only Saviour, and in this 
glorious work will ſuffer no rival. You 
are afraid of being loſt, after all you bave 
known of his goodneſs and mercy. Let 


me inform you he is an everlaſting Savi- 
our, and of all that the Father hath given 
him, he will ſuffer none of them to be 
lolt. Now to God ihe Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcri- 
bed equal aud cverlaſting praiſe, Amen 
and Amen, 


SERMON 
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SERMON VIII. 


DzurraoNvouv xxxii. 29. 


O that they were ⁊ciſe, that they under- 
dead this, that they would conjider th! 
latter end! 


HIS chapter contains that ſons c: 

Moſes, which conſiſts of mercy and 
vengeance, grace and judgment, and ion 
I; calls vpon us to behold the goodne!; 
and ſeverity of God. The illuſtrious pro- 
het deſcribes the unbornded mercy o: 
God, in that ceaſcleis, and unintertu bie 
ſacceſnon of tomvoral and ſpiritual blei- 
ins they undeſervedly received from nr 
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Iu verſe the 10h he reminds them at Bide 


crigin, and the Ocflinte fiiuwmion tiny 


Vere in, when ſorereign grace ſeparate, 
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idem from all the childien of Adam, ang 
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as bis peculiar people, his portion, and 
the lot ot his inueritance. He found them 
in a deſert land, and in the waſte bow- 
ling wilderneſs; he led him about, he in- 
{lrafted kim, he kept him as the apple of 
bis eye; as an eagle ilirreth up her neſt, 
fluttereth over her young, fpreadeth a- 
broad her wings, taketh them, beareth 
nem on her wings; fo the Lord alone 
cid lead him, and there was no ſtrange 
God with him He made him to ride on 
the high places of the earth, that he 
might cat the increaſe of the fields, and 
de made bim to ſuck honey out of the 
TOCX, and oil out of the flinty rock; but- 
ter of kine, and milk of ſheep, with fat 
of lambe, and rams of the breed of Baſhan, 
and goats with the fat of kidneys of 
wheat, and thou didſt drink the pure 
blood of the grape. Jo expreſs all theſe 
mercies in our own language, they poſ- 
ſeſſed all the neceſſary productions of the 
earth, they enjoyed all the choiceſt fa- 
vours of heaven, they abounded in wealth, 
and rode on the tides of proſperity, no 
weapon formed againſt them ever proſ- 
pered, no enemy in any malicious under- 
taking to overthruw them ever ſucceeded, 
th-y were rhe care and truſt of that God 
who hadengaged io defend their cauſe, and 
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maintain their right. But notwithſtanding 
all this kindneſs, Jeſurun waxed fat, for- 
ſook the God that made him, and lightly 
eſteemed the rock of his ſalvation. They 
provoked him to jealouſy with ſtrange 
gods which their fathers knew not, with 
abominations they provoked him to anger, 
nay, they ſacrificed even to the devil him- 
ſelf, as the proper object ct their adora- 
tions, and this makes Moles ſing of his 
rengeance and judgment. When the Lord 
ſaw it, he abhorred them becauſe of the 
provoking of his ſons and daughters, and 
in ſeverity and juſtice he ſaid, 1 will hide 
away my face from them, I will ſee what 
their end will be, for they are a very fro- 
ward generation, children in whom there 
is no faith. Unbelief is the fruitful ſource 
of all ungodlineſs, and the prolific root 
which produces all the immoralities of a 

diſordered world. They wanted faith in 
God's mercy for the remiſſion of their 
fins, and a reliance on his providencial li- 
berality for the ſupply of their wants. And 


on account of their impious conduct in ge- 


neral, but particularly this fin, he threatens 
to load them with miſchief:, and ſpend 
the arrows of his indignation upon them, 
to burn them with tunger, and atterly 
to o conſume their ſtrength. He * 

the 
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the ſword to ſl iy, wild beaſts to dcrour, 
and ſerpents to deſtroy them, and aſſures 
tnem, were it not for the wrath of the 
enemy, and leſt they ſhould take occaſion 
to blaſpheme Iſrael's God, he would ſcat- 
ter them into the corners of the earth, 
an] then blot out their name ſrom under 
heaven, Moſs alarmed with dreadful ap- 
prete: fn, left theſe deſtructive calamities 
ſhould be inflicted upon them, and God's 
Iſrael ſhould be blotted from the book of 
his rememberance, breaks out in the pa- 
the:ic ſtile of the text, „O that they 
were wiſe, that they und erſtood this, their 
dangerous and melancholy ſtare, that chey 
would conſider their latter end,“ and 
make ſome ſuitable preparations for a 


bleſſed hereafter, before inexorable juſ- 
tice denounce the irrevocable corſe, and 
Almighty diſpleaſure utterly overthrow 
them. But the buſiacſs for which I de- 
ſign this diſcourſe is, 


I. To ſhew wherein true wiſdom con- 
ſiſteth. 


II. By what means it may moſt eſſec- 
tually be acquired. And 


Laitly, conclude witli an ST 6 
I. In 


On- 


ec- 


N. 


In 


41 
7 in what does true wiſdom cenſiſt. 


. Some ſuppoſe that true wiſdom is im- 
plied in the knowledge of antiquity, and 
in au acquaintance with the fineſt writers 
of modern date, that if a perſon has read 
the eloquence of Cicero, ſtudied the 
#races of Virgil, collected the beaurics of 
ilomer, treaſured up the judicious lines 
of Horace, and imbibed the ſtoical ſenti- 
ments of Seneca, and if tu theſe we add 
a general knowledge of Claſhcal antiquity, 
with an attentive peruſal of the ſeraphic 
writings of Hervey, the fublime produc- 
tions of Young, and the incomparable ef- 
forts of Milton's pen, it is impoſſil le ſay 
they for ſuch a man to be a fool, his un- 
derſtanding muſt be greatly improved, 
his taſte muſt be exquiſitely refined, and 
his fentiments moſt exalted and noble; 
but ſuch perſons would do well to re- 
member, that our inſpired teachers never 
define true wiſdom as an acquiſition of the 
head, bur as a principle of the heart, and 
ſuch a principle, as diffuſes univerſal holi- 
ne ſs through the life. 


Non habitu ſapientiam, ſed mente præ. 
ferimus 

Nos non magna loquimur, ſed viramus. 

15 
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Is the motto of a book I have ſomewh-re 
ſeen, and very properly expreſſcs tlic 
truth of my aſſertion, viz. that wiſdom it 
no: an external ornament, but an inter- 
nal accompliſhment, and conſiſts not in 
ſpeaking magnificently, but in living well, 


2. Others imagine that ſolid wiſdom is 
only the produce of deep expcrience, and 
old age; that large counexions, conſtant 
obſerrations, and? long life, are abſolutely 
neceſſary to make a man wiſe, hence the 


Roman orator applies this character tc 
old ſtateſmen. 


Mens enim, et reti et conſilium, in 
ſeni bus eſt; qui ſi nulli fuiſlent, nullae om- 
nino civitates eflen:. 


There is a certain raoughtſulneſs, a ma- 
tured judgment, and great underſtanding 
in old men, and without whom, in all pro- 
bability civil ſtates would have no e. iſ- 
tence, But can we ever ſuppoſe that 
univerſal acquaintance with the world, its 
faſhions, cuſtoms, changes, and maxims, 
tow to accommodate ourſelves to the 
times with adyantage, ſupport our reſpec- 
tability among men with credit, and pre- 
{ſ:rve our intereſts ſrom the 9 

and 
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and impoſitions of thoſe who lie in wait 
to deceive, can be the wiſdom which 
Moſes ſo ardemly wiſhed might be the 
portion of God's Iſrat!? No, if this had 
been his meaning he wou'd certaicly 
have expreſſed himſclf ncarly in the fol- 
lowing manner; May they le long in the 
land, and pay ſuch a peculiar ait: nticn to 
the bumors, diſpcfttions, and paſlions of 
men, that they may take a part in evciy 
couverſation, render themſclyes agreeatiie 
in every compary, and become all things 
to all men, may they te entirely diveſted 
of all the peculiarities of conſcience, and 
enjoy ſuch a treedom ot ſentiment, that 
they ſhall find no difficulty in living as 
Cicero deſcribes Cataline, in a (late of 
dejection with the forrowtul, chearfully 
with the vicious, gravely with the aged, 
and jocoſely with the young,”'* in order 
tht they may enfure more general 1ef- 
pe, and have more advantages for in- 
creaſing their fortune. As true wiſdom 
conſiſteth iu this libertine conduct. O that 
they were truly vicious, i e. truly wiſe. 
Theſe are the practiſes in which the child- 
ren of this world are wiſer in their gene- 
ration than the children of light. bur TI 
hope you will acknowledge this carrot 

| be 


Cum trif.ibus ſevere, cum rem. ſis jucunde, cum 
fenibus, graviter, cum juveatute comter vivere. 
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be an explanation ot the prophet's wiſh, 
nor the wiſdom which St James ſays de- 
ſcends from above. 


z. True wiſdom is very properly de- 
ſeribed by our wonderful counſellor, as 
implying the knowledge of the only fru 
God, and 7eſus Chriſt whom he has ſeit, 
and connected with this knowledge of the 
true God is fife, which is expreſſye of all 
that holineſs which the ſpirit of God 
works in the regenerate, eternal life which 
zacludes all the glories of eternity, and 
the joys of paradiſe. Iherefore that we 
may form right tiotions of true wiſdom, 
and clearly underitand in what it conſiſts, 
we have only to attend to the ſenſe of the 

preceding quotation ; to know God, ſup- 
poſes that we have ſuch a knowledge of 
his immaculate purity, as conſtrains us to 
abhor ourſelves, ſuch a conviction of his 
zuſtice and holineſs as to be fully perſuad- 
cd he can in no wiſe clear the guilty, ſuch 
clear conceptions of his infinite wiſdom, 
as to be conſcious he is privy to all our 
ways, and ſuch a perfect aſſurance of his 
everlaſting love, and unbounded com- 
paſſion, as makes us aſhamed of our in- 
gratitude, obſtinacy, and impiety, and at 
the ſame time encourages our hopes *. 
is 
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Lis mercy, aud infpires us with faith in 


lis promile, and“ 0 know Teſters Chritt,” 
ſignifies, beliel in him as the only name 
under heaven by which finfn] man can be 
ſaved, and to be entirely ſatisſied, his ifie 
and fatisfation were the ouly procuring 
cauſe of our pardon and accep:ance with 
an offended Creator. Ts know Jeſus Chris. 
alſo imphtes, an experimektal acqua utange 
with his kindneſ; to, and afletion for us, 
with his patience iu bearing with us, his 
mercy in pardoning our fin, his grace in 
renewing our fouls, his love in hcaving 
his favours upon us, and his power in de- 
livering us trom the hand of our enemice, 
To know Fejus Chriſt certainly can mean 
no leſs, than that we know he is our in- 
fallible prophet to inſtruct us, our great 
high prieſt co make interceſſion for us, 
and our lawtu] ſovereign to reign over us. 
It is fuch a knowledge as implies a con- 
ſtant defire to follow all his directions, 
receive the anſwer of all his petitions, 
and ſubmit to his lawful authority with 
all poſſible readineſs, and he that lacketh 
theſe things is blind and cannot fee afar 
off, for this is undoubtedly that wiſdom 
which is ſo ſtrongly recommended in the 
ſacred oracles, hence in all thy pettin's 
get wiſdom, and get underſtandivg for this 


je 
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+ Ihe principal thing,“ the moſt valuable 
treaſure, the molt gracctul ornament, and 
the moſt excellent of human attainments, 
Ht is better to get wiſdom than gold, f be- 
cauſe by that geiteth wiſdom lovcih his own 
dul, ] and the wije ſhall inherit glory; but 
ſhame thail be the promotion of fools, 
Its being better than gold, extending ro a 
proper care for the immortal ſoul, and 
being connetted with the inheritance of 
glory, piainly ſhew that /e fear of the 
Lord, that is wiſdom, and to depart from 
evil, that is underſtanding. But 


II. By what means may it moſt effec- 
tuully be acquired? The inſpired propher 
intimates, by conũdering our latter end, 
ſcrious and trequen meditations upon 
death, will have a very ſalutary effect up- 
en the heart, and a very beneficial in- 
Aucnce over the life and conrerlation, 
they will naturally cool the fervor of our 
deſires after carnal pleaſures, aſſwage the 
violence of our inclinations after momen- 
tary gratificarions, and ſtir us up to greater 
diligence in onr holy calling. 


i. We ſhould confider the inconceive- 
«ble change we ſhaill undergo in our 


bodies, 


* Prev. iv. 5, 7. f Prov. vi. 16, } Prov, zx, S. 
Pru v. iin. 4$» 


bodies, if we live to an advanced age, e- 
ven before death firike the fatal blow, 
and finiſh all our labour under the jun, 
and ihe ſooner we lay this to bkcart, the 
better, for 


Fauth is the time to ſerve the Lord, 
The time to enſure the great reward. 


When we have health and ?rer th, vi- 
vacity and courage, to eadure ine fa- 


tigues, bear up under the audions, and 


run the race ler before us, then ſhould wa 
give all cilipence to make our calling ard 

:(tion ſure. How ſhall we pecule rhels 
» red pages, when f tat look out at the 
windows are darkened, the eyes on 2c- 
count of their opaqene s, or wan at gon 

e xity, refuſe to admit the viſual ray? 
How ſhall we be able to war a 90d Kar- 
jare, fight the 722 feht ot (irg, and lan 


hold on eternal life, when re s of 


70 heuſe Lali FONT. the 3 ms Dic 
ha ve long deen he defence of (a: 
ſons, and the ſapport o our ute, i br 
unable to acminiter aſſiſtance, aud di. 
charge their C:? Tor an dran the 
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been the pillars on which the fabrick haz 
Mood, and the ſeats of activity and vigour, 
bow down, fink oppreſt by their pon- 
derous load, and with great difſiculty 
move about the tottering frame? Bow 
mall we be able to ſing his praiſes with 
ihe ſpirit of courage, and the voice of 
melody, when all the daughters of mufcc 
ore brought low, and we are offended with 
the chirping of a ſparrow, and the har- 
monious notes of a ſinging bird? How 
ſhall we be prepared for taking the king- 
dom of heaven by ſtorm, when we ſhall 
be afraid of that which is high, and fears 
ſpall be in the way, ofraid of aſcending 
walks and ſteep hills, and fear of ac- 
cidents, ſudden death, or ſome act of vio- 
a hall be in the way? It cannot be 

adgsd the moſt eligible time to ſeek ſal- 
vation, when dre it/elf fails, the moſt 
Wr ;ertune ſeaſon to make our peace with 
God, when man gecth to his long home, 
ror the only acceptable moment to obtain 
an union wit : Chriſt, when the fitver 
chr hall be loofened* at its extremities, 
the goiden ode be broken at the ſoun- 
t2:n, aud the wheels of nature move round 
no more? Thus conſider your latter end, 
if you wound wiſa to remember your 
Creator in the days of your youth, * 
Lic 
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the days draw nigh, and tlie years ap» 
proach, in which you will have too much 


reaſon to complain, we have no picalurc 
iu them. 


2. We ſhould conſider that death will 
put a period to all our carnai evovments, 
and annihilate every degree of carthly de— 
light. Ihe caules being removed, the ef- 
tet muſt necefiarity ceaſe. Of all theſe 
may we exclahn with aaliged Job cou- 
cerning his friends, Pujerable compurte;s 
are ve all, and With 130 atrous lican, 
they bee take 1 , ty Gods, ard gh. 
have 1 more. If we pleale and proge our 
ſelves with the elegance of cur Faure. 
Lis gooduc!s of our conltiintion, the 1yir- 
mctry of our features, or the bloom o. 
our years; OF ii WE glory 1 in che ingenuit! 
ef our mind, the acquiſitions of our kuou- 
I:-Cge, the brightne:s of our parts, or the 
eminence of cur ſtation, we would da 
weli to remember, that death will disfiguic 
our faces, ruin our cgailiturion, foil dur 
17 5 and pon der us 19 duit in the 
grave; that the wil2 man and the fool, the 
honourable 2::J] the baſe, the rich att 
ne poor, are diſtirctioas which have no 
exiſtence in that land where all V. 
ere ſurgotien; Crit we rejoice hęcaꝭ by 
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are 7roprietors of houſes, owners of ſhipe, 
iaheritors of citates, and bleſt with every 
thing neceſſary to render life agreeable; 
we tuould bear always in mind, that mo- 
ment, which will everlaſtingly diſpoſſeſs us 
OL al: our property, and exclude us from: 
every ſenſual delight we enjoy ; that all 
the dainties with which we appcaſe our 
appetites, the wines with which we chear 
our heart, and the delicious {fwects with 
Winch we regale cur taſte will be denied 
un. And who does nut (ce, if our happineſs 
gonſiſteih in theſe thinge, that death will 
compicte bur wretchedncſs, and prove an 
infallible prelude to eternal damnation? Or 
f out ſupreme pleaſure is placed in reput- 
able relations and endearing connexions; 
ſuppoſe our parents reflect honor upon 
their children, and through thoſe borrowed 
Tays, we make a more conſpicuous figure 
inthe world than we would otherwiſe have 
donc; admitting that the partner of our 
cares, and pe ſſeſſor of our hearts, is a moſt 
accompliſhed creature, ſhe is adorned with 
the mol} engaging endearn ents, and poſ- 
ſeſſes rhe moit inviolable affe ction, faithful 
attachment, and co: javel regard, all the 
tewties of the creation center in her 
ſmile. aud all the delights of an cartlily 
aadiſe are comprized in ber approbati- 

on; 


on; add to cheſe the bieſlings of children, 
whom the Lord has lane ſike fo mar 
olive branches round our table, whoſe 


| looke, geſtures, words and ſmiles, inſpire 


us with plcaſures unknown before, and 
n the abundance of mairimouial felicity, 
tempt us to ſay with the old Patriarch, 7. 
is enough, 1 defire no more. But ſhould 
not our latter end point out our miſtake, 
and remind us, that here we have no con- 
tinuing city, that the neareſt comuncxious 
muſt be diſſolved, the deareit relations 
will ſoon be taken ſrom us, and as naked 
as we came out of our mother's womb, 
ſo naked muſt we return to the duſt from 
whence we were taken? 


Linquenda tellus, et domus, et placens 
UXOT, 


Our farm and houſe, and pleafing wife 
mu.t all be reſigaed to him u hoſe ſtewards 
we are. And ſhould not death conſidered 
in this point of view, moderate our at- 
tachment to all earth'y gratifications, and 
teach us to jet our affections en things 
above, and to lay up treaſure in heaven 
where the moth of time and he ru of 
age will not corrupt, nor thieves, ** Giſcale 
and death“ break through and licui? It is 

boih 
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both reaſunavie and ſcriptural that we 
ſnould pry a proper attention to every 
relative duty, and indulge ail the feelings 
of a tender parent. and an affe ctionate hut. 
hand ; but nevertheleſe, our wildom cor.- 
ſis in uſing this world fo W not to abuſz ir, 

1eme nbering its alan; 91.7019 away; and 
in rcjocing as tough wer: Tcjoiced not, in 
Keeping as thyugn we wept not; aud in 
poflefling as 9 we poſſeſſed wor. 
inns let us conſider aur latter end, and 
not eſtimate too bighly any temporal ea- 
oy ment. But 


z. We ſhould remember that death 
will deptire us of thoſe meins of grace, 
and chriſtian priviledges which we now 
ſo much abound with, and which _ ſo 
graciouſly provided for our reproof,, cor- 
rectian, and in/trudion in the wa; of „0. 
72 6 20% that we way perfectly underſtand 

ie things that belong to our peace, and 
be thoroughly fur nilced to every g od work. 
Then, neglected opportunities will never 
retuin, flighted ordinances can never be 
recalled, and abuſed mercies will never 
be offered. Then, goſpel ſermons will ne- 
ver be preached, the ſacramental elements 
will never be adminiſtred, and public 
Prayers on our account Will never be 
made 


1 


made. Friendly admonitions will then be 
unneceſſary, the ũncereſt confeſſions will 
be to no purpoſe, and our moſt earneſt ſup- 
plications for mercy will never be heard. 

The die is caſt, our days of grace are 
ended, and the angel ſwears by him that 
jiveth for ever and ever, that our time 
ſhall be no more, The Lord has forgotten 
to be gracious, his mercy is clean gone 
for ever, and his premiſe cf pardon utter- 
ly fails for evermere. Jeſus has no bowels 
of compaſpon ror us, Ihe holy Spirit is 
quenched everlaſtingly, and ten thouſard 
worlds could not procure fur us the lima't- 
eſt of thoſe mercies we ſo lighily clicemed, 

And ſhould not this couſideration prevail 
with us to give all dilizence, to day while 
it is called to day, beſore this night over- 
take us When no man can work? Behold 
now is the accepted time, bckoi'd now is 
the day of ſalvation! Now the golden 
ſceptre is held out, we may touch it and 
live for ever. Now the brazen ſerpent is 
uplifted in this wilderueſs, we may look 
and be ſaved. Now the gates of the king- 
dom are open, and treedoin of acceſs is 
permined, we may enter into the joy of 
our Lord, Burt, 


4. Should 
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4. Should we not remember what « 
iceae of horror and deſpair out latter end 
will be an introduction to, if we have 
jiived iu the abuſe of God's favours ? Al- 
though you are diſpoſed to put theſe things 
far from you, it is my indiſpcaſible duty 
to call upon you, to remember the tribu- 
nel before which we muſt appear, tbe 
burning lake into which the wicked wil 
be plunged, the eternal chains where with 
they win be ſettered, and the cuter dark- 
neis to v hich they will be Coomed. Re- 
member ny brethren, the gnaſhing oi their 
JEET wic will be occaſioned by taew 
Ceipair, and the never dying worm which 
will withont ceaſing prev upon them. 
But GJ, you ſay is good, he is indeed, 
under. ably good; What then? Is all 1 
navt faid a fable? Is the puaiſhment of 
the rich man who èeebiſed Lezarus, and 
the catamity of the virgins wo Were ex- 
ciuded from the bridegraom's camber, 
ail a ſtory? Are then the 1hreatnings e- 
gainſt rl;oie who wall eiue to ente: taln 
Chriſt jeſus, but fo many vain and airy 
menacecs ? ls the aſſurance we hve, tna: 
impure perſons will de tormentes in tha! 
place where the worm dieth not, aud rhe 
Uames are not quenched, no more than a 

ere dream? You will pretend perhaps 
that 
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that God is ſatisſied with theſe throeatning?, 
only, and v ul go oy farther, But gare you 
wter fo horrible a blaſphemy ? And can 

you aftim that the judgmeurs of God 
which have hitherro appeared, and the 
many terrible eſfuſions of his wrath upon 
mankind, are but fo mauy bare mena ces? 
Who was it that ſent a che upon tlie 
earth, and covered the whole world witi: 
water? Who was it that deilroyed almolt 
the whole race of mankind, that ſhowered 
down fire upþoa Sodom, and ſhot forth 
thunder on the cities of the wicked? Who 
was it that drowred the whole army of 
Egypt, and detiroyed fix hundred thou- 
lend lſraelites in the deſert? Who opened 
the earth under Corah and Dathan, and 
reduced to aſhes the faction of Abiram ? 
Who was it that {truck ſeventy thouſand 
with the peltilence for the fin of David ? 
Need I mention here particular chaſtiſe- 
ments which God has infliifted upon dif- 
{crent perſons; Of Cain who was puniſh- 
ed for the murder of his brother? Of 
Achan who was ſtoned for concealing 
ſome of the ſpoils of Jericho? Of the 
forty children devoured by beaſſs, whom 
the weakneſs of their age could not ex- 
cuſe for con'emning a prophet? Are not 
theſe incouteſtible evidences of the juſtice 
and 
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aud ſeretity of God, and ſatisſadory 
props that he will reward every man ac- 
cording as his works ſhall be? But per- 
haps your are diſ-ofed to believe we n. uſt 
ſuffer all our puniſnments in this life, and 
that there is no other hell heſides? Then it 
is neccſtery for you to perſuade yourſelves 
tat the devil him ſelt is not punithed, for 
the expreſs words of ſeſus are, Depart 
from me ye curſed unto everlaſting fire pre- 
pared for (ho devil and bis angels. If then 
there is no fire, there are no tuffer:ng? ior 
the devil; but it he is tormented in theſe 
eternal flames, we too ha have been diſ- 
obedient as he was, ſhall ſuffer with him; 
Beſides if there were no puniſhments, 
might we not ſay with equa] propriety 
that there are no rewards ? Is not the 
one the conſequence of the other ? What 
then would be the condition ot thoſe who 
have reſiſted unto blood, itrizing againſt 
ſin, and died as martyrs for the cauſe of 
Chriſt ? It is you ſay for the honor cf 
God to reward piety, but not that he 
ſhould puniſh impiety, that he ſhould 
create a paradiſe, but not a heli? And 
would it indeed be juſt, that the impure 
end adulterer, ſhould be treated with the 
fame meaſure, as they who have ſpent 
their whole life in righteouſneſs and true 


holineſs ? 
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hajincls? Would it be juſt that a Nero 
koun'd be ranked with St Paul? or rather 
that the devil Limſelf ſhould have a place 
-Ngned him vith lis apoſtle, for were 
here ao hell, the wich: 4 and the righ- 
teous Would vaitake alike of the ſame ad- 
rantages. You caniot fore be unacquain— 
zed with the author of theſe deteiitable 
opinions. Dort you ſee thet the devil 
would periwade you out of the belief of 
Nell, that he may plunges you into thi; 
:byſs of miſery? O my brethren, let the 
errors of the almighty ſet in battle array 
gainſt us. alarm our ſears, and ſtir us up 
o Pray, let his threatnings Ccrounced 
- 7ainit the wicked Jeter us from ſin, and 
ihe puniſhment of the damned, guard vs 
gainſt that place of torment, for there are 


Eternal plagues and heavy cbains, 
Tormenting racks and ſiery coale, 

And darts eo infl'& immortal paint, 
Died in the blood of damned ſouls. 


Theſe, together with the glories of hea» 
ren, and the pleaſures at God's right 
hand for evermore eternal!y loſt, ſhould 
be ſubjects of frequent meditation, if we 
would with to be wiſe unto ſalvation, wiſe, 
io as to eſcape the one, and ſecure the 

Q other, 


as 


ether, Conſider theſe things, and may the 
Lord give you underitanding. Bur 


Laſtly, let me cloſe this diſcourſe by 
breathing out this wiſh, O that ye were 
wiſe, O that my God would illuminate 
your underſtanding, and reveal himſelt 
unto you as he docs not unto the world, 
O that, in this your gracious day of viſitati- 
on you may know the things which belong 
to your peace. that you may ſee the 
ſhortneſs and vanity of life, the emprineſs 
and inſufficiency of every creature to ſa- 
tify the infiaite defires of an immorral ſoul, 
and tre incomparable beauty and amiable- 
neſs of (hriſt Jeſus, my Lord. O that ye 
were wiſe. You will calily perceive that 
this ſhort ſentence tacitly charges you 
with ignorance and folly. And are you de- 
firous to know on what my ſuppoſition is 
grounded? My brethren, Is there not a 
cauſe for ſuch an accuſation? What is 
there in the whole courſe of your beha- 
viour to confute ſuch a charge? Will 
your inte mperance and luxury, convince 
us you are advocates for ſobriety and 
temperance? Will your libidinous and 
lewd practices prevail upon us to believe, 
that you ace zealouſly attached to purity 
of manners, and chaſtity of conduct? Will 

your 
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your biaſphemous expreſii-ns and diahos 
lical imprecations, perſwade as that you 
ſer a watch over the door of your lips, 
leſt you ſhouſd offend ayainit heaven with 
your tongue? Will your contempt of di- 
vine ordinances and averſion to religious 
duties conſtrain us to ſuppoſe you wiſe 
unto ſalvation? O my brsthren, (I ſoeak 
it with grief) no degree of chri tian cha- 
tiiy whaiever can prevent our 1z{picions 
of your dangerous ſtate. And with 'reſpect 
to many of the more decent part of my 
audience, who trembie at the moſt diſtar.c 
temptation to any thing vicious ani pic. 
lane, I mult confeſs my fears, I know ic 
is a great thing to be a chriſtian, an] im- 
plies far more than decent formalities an. 
external decorum. You know my dear 
brethren and ſiſters, the eternal judge 
looks at the heart, and pronounces righ- 
teous judgment. And what favourable 
opinion can we entertain of your religious 
character, in which character true wifdom 
conſiſts, when we ſee ſo much vanity and 
levity in your common diſcourſe? So mucir 
pride and gaiety, extravagance 2ad thew 
in your appare!? So little reverenge, and 
ſuch a manifeit want of Jdevotion even 
in the houſe of God? and jo mach of 
your precicu3 time walked in uaprufitab.s 
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amuſe ments, heatheniſh viſits, and f̃ooliſli 
diverfions ? O chat ye were wiſe, that ye 

underſtood the end of theſe things to te 
death. I could weep over you, I do trem- 
ble for you, may the ſpirit of God alarm 


your conſciences, and awake you out of 


ins fleep of {in and death, before you lit: 
up thete lumbering cyes and unhallowed 
tans in hell, being in torments, | pray 
you in C hrift's ſtead, be ye reconciled to 
Gol, offend the eyes of his glory no more, 
harden your hearts againſt his mercy no 
longer, but inftamily render yourſelves up 
to him agaiuſt whom you have ſinned, 
and he will be merciful to your anrizh- 
tcoulucis, aud abundantly pardon ail your 
viences, Need I inform you that he 
has no pleaſure in your death, that his 
iefled Son bleeds and weeps and prays 
{or a guilty world, that his fpirit is pour- 
cd our upon rhe rebellious, and his meſ- 
ſengers are feat to publich peace to thoſe 
that are fac oil, as well as thoſe that are 
righ, O my brethren, do not curſe Go! 
and die, do not zun upon your don uin, 
and all at once plunge youtſclies into tha 
nerrors of damnation, Lord have mercy 
upon vou, Caritt have mercy upon you, 
and ſhew you his Salvation. You mult nt 
be cifended at me becaule of my or 
or 
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for vour preſent and eternal happineſs, 
I truit I love you, and hope wy hearts 
deſire and fervent prayer to God continu- 
ally will evidence my finceriiy. But if ! 
cel that aſfection for you | pretend, can J 
be an unconcerned ſpectator of your 
wretchedneſs and miſery? Can J rejoice 
over you, when I know you are Without 
nh and without God in the world ? 
are I flatter you, when I fully belicve 
" ne ut ep will remove you to thoſe 


Regions oſ ſorrow, dolsful thades, where 
peace 

And reſt can never come, lope never 
comes, 

Thar comes io all, and torture without 
end. 


How dare I praiſe your conduct. when I 
ſee you are reſolute in making him your 
enemy 


The thurder of whoſe dreadſul word 
Cancruh a thouſend worlds to dult ! 


O chat you would ceaſe to do evil, and 
learn to do well, ſeek peace With God. and 
purſue it with all your might, before he 
appoint you a pertioa among hypocri & 
an 
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and nnbelievers. Is the glory of the new 
Jeruſalem not worth your notice? ls the 
favour of God not worth ſeeking? Is it 
a matter of no conſequence, whether you 
are curſed with dam:aticn. or bleſt with 
everlaſting life ? whether you are angels 
and inhabit celeſtial regions, or devils and 
be confined in dark dungeons? Certain'y 
you are not thus lot beyond all hopes of 
recovery, ] hope better things of you, and 
things that accompany ſelvation, your at- 
tendance at this place, and tte attention 
you. have paid to this ſermon, charity 
would tempt me to believe, are indications 
of that repentance, without which you 
ma(t periſh, and iatimatioas of your deſire 
after that holineſs, without which no man 
{hall ſez the Lord. O that you were thus 
wiſe, and that you underſtood this, is my 
earneit prayer through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. 
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